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Ferring Parish Council
Ms Nadine  Phibbs
1 Elm Park
Ferring
Worthing, West Sussex
BN12 5RN

Dear Sir/Madam 

Application for variation of condition imposed on planning reference FG/115/17/PL
relating to condition no. 4 - access width.
44 Ferringham Lane Ferring Worthing 

Thank you for your internet comments made on 21st August 2018 which has been recorded as 
'an objection' with the comments as follows:

Your Ref: OWPC19715
Our Ref:  FG/129/18/PL
Please ask for:
Mrs A Gardner

22nd August 2018

Ferring Parish Council strongly objects to the requested variation of the condition imposed
on planning ref. FG/115/17/PL. 
The condition is based on safety grounds and is supported by sound evidence.   
 
The proposed narrow roadway for use by the residents of the proposed family homes is
bordered by high walls/fences. This joins a private road with no street lighting or
pavements which is a bus route with a bus stop adjacent to the entrance and is the main
route from north to south Ferring.  
 
This extract from the WSCC Highways report August 2018 applies: 
At its maximum width of 3.74 metres the access would only be suitable for passing of a
vehicle and a single pedestrian or wheelchair user. It would not be wide enough for the
passing of a vehicle and pedestrian accompanying a small child (Manual for Streets Fig
6.8 & 7.1).  
At 4.0 metres the access width would have been wide enough to facilitate the passing of a
vehicle and pedestrian, wheelchair user or pedestrian accompanying a small child (Manual
for Streets Fig 6.8 & 7.1).  
 
WSCC Highways add that when considering this, the Local Planning Authority should
consider the context of the site........... and in this respect we should take account that the
proposed site is for properties consistent with family homes with the only access/egress
onto a narrow road with no pavements and unlit. With high fences and established
planting, there is no opportunity to step off the access road and visibility for drivers at the
point of entry and egress is limited. It is therefore essential that adequate provision is
made for the safety of all users and particularly a wheelchair user or pedestrian
accompanying a small child. The  Manual for Streets Fig 6.8 & 7.1 stipulates that this
should be a minimum of 4.0 metres merely 'to facilitate' these movements. It is made clear
that this is a minimum, not a preferred width. The conditions previously imposed should
therefore remain in force.  
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Your views will be considered before the application is determined and I shall write to inform you of
any decision made.

Please be aware that if the application is to be determined by the Council's Development Control
committee and your letter has been received at a late stage after the Agenda has been published
you will not receive a separate letter notifying you of the date of the meeting and procedures for
public speaking. In such circumstances it is recommended that you track the progress of the
application on the Council's website or telephone the Council for further information. Please be
advised that any comments you make that are not included within the Committee Agenda will be
reported to the Members of the Development Control committee. Please also be aware that only a
small number of all planning applications received go the Development Control Committee. Most
are determined under delegated powers by Officers in which case your comments will again be
considered before the application is determined. 

Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish details of your
comments on the internet on the Arun District Council Planning section.  Please ensure that you
only provide information that you are happy will be made available in this way.  If you supply
information belonging to a third party, please ensure you have their permisison to do so.  If you do
not wish your comments to appear on the 'open file' please confirm this in writing and I will arrange
for it to be destroyed although this means that its contents will then be disregarded.  

In the event of a subsequent written representations appeal, against a refusal of planning
permission on a householder application, any representations made on the application will be
automatically forwarded to the Secretary of State. Unlike all other types of appeal, there will be no
further opportunity to comment at the appeal stage.

Much has been made of the proposed traffic light system by the developer but there
remains real concerns that should the required 4 metre access ever become available and
such a scheme go-ahead, there would then need to be conditions to ensure that the traffic
light system is maintained indefinitely. This will not be under the local authority so there
needs to be an enforceable responsibility (which is likely to be difficult to ensure) for
maintenance, prompt repairs and eventual replacement of the system.

Yours faithfully

Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning


