
Manor Road Garage, (Including four petrol pumps) Manor Road, East Preston 

Grade II Listed Building 

Register ref 494854 

Listed 16th November 2007 - Amended 25th April 2008 

Former motor garage.The central part of the workshop probably dates from 1919 extended in 

1930to the north by the firm of Boulton and Paul. The south frontage was added circa 1934 in 

Moderne style, the architect not at present known. The western half of the showroom at the south-

western corner of the building was demolished circa 1959. The four forecourt petrol pumps are of 

late 1940s or early 1950s date. 

MATERIALS: Frontage of brick, render and concrete. Rear part partly brick but mainly a light steel or 

iron frame covered in corrugated iron or corrugated asbestos. 

PLAN: Showroom frontage to south with four petrol pumps to forecourt and repairs garage to north. 

EXTERIOR: The south frontage is in Moderne style, almost symmetrical, of rendered brickwork and 

concrete with brick coping to the flat roof. The windows are boarded over to both exterior and 

interior but are thought to retain the original metal windows with horizontal glazing. The central 

section is of two storeys with two small rectangular windows on the first floor and a central concrete 

bracket which originally supported a flagpole. The corners are curved with wraparound windows to 

the ground floor.Attached to the centreare metal letters reading "MANOR ROAD GARAGE". The 

centre is flanked by set-back sections at the same height which had wooden garage doors to the 

ground floor, only the east one surviving.The west one now has two small windows within the 

original opening. There are lower projecting wings with recessed bands to the parapet, the western 

narrower and incorporating two doorcases and a large showroom window, the eastern side a larger 

curved showroom window. The forecourt contains four 1940s or early 1950s Shell brand petrol 

pumps connected by a concrete plinth. The rectangular structures with dials are complete but the 

globes are missing. The other side of the frontage building is of yellow brick in English bond but the 

east and west sides of the central south workshop are of painted red brick with pilasters and 

multiplane metal casements with central openings. Attached to this are metal-framed 

workshopswith walls and roofs covered in corrugated iron or corrugated asbestos. 

INTERIOR:The central section of the northern workshop has a light steel roof of kingpost type.The 

side sections have iron girders attached to the brick walls and are toplit. A simple wooden open 

staircase gives access to the upper storey of the frontage building. 

HISTORY:On the 22nd May 1930 an application was submitted by an F H Songhurst (the owner or 

architect) for an extension to Manor Road Garage. The builders were Boulton and Paul of Norwich, a 

firm of note who also had a tradition of supplying prefabricated buildings and motor houses, 

publishing a catalogue of the latter. On 22nd January 1934 an application was submitted by a Mr E R 

Peacock for alterations and additions to Manor Road Garage, and was approved that month. These 

are likely to have included the Moderne style frontage building. 
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An advertisement for Manor Road Garage, thought to be of about 1937, survives in Richard Hollis 

Estate Agents guide. This specifies sales, service and repairs with cars for hire and a garage for 50 

cars. 

Approximately half of the showroom at the sout-westerncorner of the building was demolished circa 

1959, to enable access to a new housing development to the rear (north) of the garage, although the 

curved ease and south facades of this wing survive. 

The four petrol pumps on the forecourt are of 1940s or early 1950s date. 

The building continued in use as a working garage until circa 1973 and was then unoccupied until the 

time of survey 
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