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Clymping Mill i3 a rare survival of a coastal windmill, localed close 1o the shoreline south of Climping
village. A smock mil constructed in 1799 to replace an sarkier mill on the sie, i was histoncally clad in
dark weatherboard and filted with patent sails. However, loliowing conversion o domssiic use during the
garly and mid-20" century, much of its original utilitarian characier was eroded despite the mill being added
o the statulory fisted of designated buiidings at Grade 1 in 1858, The mill was noted 1o be unusual for s
cast iron wind shafl with sockets to take the arm of a compass arm brakewheel it reflects the vemacular
materials of the local area, with the base being predominantly constructed of fiint, rather than brick, which
s morg commonly associaled with smock mills.

The mill was truncated in ¢ 1983 with the removal of the cap, swesaps and upper storey. This has had a
profound impact on its scale and characier within the site and the wider landscape. lis deminant form has
been reduced o the same scale as the adipining mill house, allering the aesthelic and hierarchical
relationships of the buildings at the site.

During conversion, all the bulldings on the site were subjact o unsympathetic alterations which infruded
domestic features inte the former agricuilural structures, Despile this, thew onginal function remains
wierpretable and they refain a pleasingly vermacular character which contributes o the group setting and
wider landscape context. A number of portacabing associated with the school use of the properiy have
been sited within the grounds and these dilapidated structres now detract from the setting of the listed
and curtitage listed buildings.

The context and assthetic appeal of the site would be graatly enhanced by the reinsiatemeant of the upper
part of e mill. Good evidence survives for the detalling of the mill prior tv ils historic conversion {o
domestic use. Informed reinstatement of the removed fealures would aiso enhance e landscape setling
of the South Coast Shoreline Landscape Character Area and the eastern boundary of the Chichesier to
Yapton Coastal Plain Landscape Character Area as defined by the 2003 Landscape Character
Assessment of West Sussex. The mill is situated on the boundary of both Character Areas and contributes
G the historical contaxt of each.

ire gddition, the mill and iz surrcunding bulldings are all in urgent need of repalr and conssrvalion. Thiz
would not only improve the character and appearance of the sile bul 8 alse necessary 1o ensure he
gngoing maintenance and survival of the historic fabric. Supporting documents oullining necessary repairs
and detailing individual elements of significance are also provided and should be read in conjunction with
this Assassment of Significance.

Legisiation

The primary legisiation relating fo Lisied Buldings & set oul in the Planning (Listed Buildings &
Conservation Areas) Act 1980, Section 66(1) reads:

“Inn considaring whether o grant planning parmission for developmaent which affects g listed building or
iz seiting, ihe local planning authorily or, as the case may be, the Secretary of Slate shall have special
regard {0 the desirability of preserving the buiiding or i selting or any features of special architectural or
historic interesh which i possesses.”
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The Cowrls have determined thal “preserve” in the context of the Planning Acts, means the minimum
requiremeanis of the Act would be met if there is an absence of harm. This statudory requirement relates
o designated heritage assets.

The NPPF and Historic England’s Good Practice Guide in Planning No. 2 - The Betting of Herllage Asssts
{Historic England) [GPAS] makes it clear that the setling of a heritage assel in the surroundings in which
a heritage assetl s experienced is a matenal consideration,

“The Couwrts have held thal it is legiltimale in appropniale circumstances fo include within a conservation
area the selting of buildings that form the heart of that area (B v Canterbury City Council sx parte
Ravid Halford, February 1882; CO/E784/1881) and NPPE paragraph 80, for exampls, makes it clear
that historic fowns are regarded as having a setting.””

And

“In primary legisiation, the selting of conservalion areas is not a slatulory duly. However, the NFPPE
siates thal the seffing of a designated heritage asset can contribute fo #s significance. ™

National Planning Policy Framework

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 27ih Mareh 2012 and revoked all
past Flanning Policy Guidance and Statemenis and now embaodies nalional policias and objsciives.

Under the heading ‘Achiaving sustainable development we are advised in paragraph 7 that

“there ars thres dimensions 1o sustainable development including: economic, social and environmeantal”
and explaing the roles required under gach dimension. Under an "economic role” this is defined as:

... contributing {o buidding a strong, responsive and compelitive economy, by ensuring that sufficient
fand of the right tvpe s avaiable in the right places and at the right Hme 1o support growth and
innovation and by identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the provision of
infrasiructurs.”

Under “a social role” we are advisad that this involves:

“supporting slrong, vibrart and healfthy communities, by providing the supply of housing required to
meet the needs of present and fulurs generalions; and by oreating a high qualily built environmend,
with accessible local services thal refiect the communily's nesds and support it heglih, social and
cultural well-heing”

Under “an erwironmental role” this is referred to as:
© .. contributing fo profeciing and enhancing our natural, buitt and historic environment; and, as part of
thus, helping fo improve biodiversity, use nalural resources prudently, mirumise wasle and poliution,
argd mitigate and adap! io oiimate change including rmoving fo g fow carbon economy.”

Paragraph 8 advises that these roles shouid not be underaken in isolation and are mutually dependent;

that economic growth can, inter alia, secure "well-designed buildings and places can improve the lives
of people and communities.”

Paragraph 8 explaing thatl “pursuing susiainabie development involves sesling posifive improvernents in
the quality of the built ... and historic environment, as well as in people’s gualily of life.”

! GPA3, ‘The extent of setting’ Box 1, page 2
& GPA3, ‘The extent of setting’ Box 2, page 2
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Although there i3 a presumplion in favour of sustainable development, footnole 9 makes i clear thal it is
ret an awlomatic presumption where designated herflage assels are concaemed. Paragraph 17 sels out
a “core land-use principles” that should underpin plan-making and decision-faking. The principles
include:

always seek lo secure high qualily design and a good standard of amenily for all existing and fuiure
occupants of land and buidings

fake account of the different roles and character of different area,
coriribute {o conserving and enhancing the natural environment .

encourage the effective use of land by re-using land that has been previcusly developed {brownfield),
provided # is not of high environmental value, conserve heritage assels in a manner appropriate o their
significance, so that they can be enjoyad for thelr contribution 1o the quality of life of this and future
gengrations.

Chapter 12 relates specifically to ‘Conserving and enhanoing the historic snvirenment’  with paragraphs
126 — 141 being relevant to the consideration of proposals affecting heritage assels. Paragraph 128
indicaies that

¥

iocal planning authorifies should reguire an applicant fo describe the significance of any
herifage assels affected, including any coniribution made by their sefting. The fevel of detail should
be proporionate o the asseis’imporiance and no more than is sufficient fo understand the potential
impact of the proposal on their significancs.”

The definition of a heritage assetl az set out in the NPPF Glossary includes:

“4 building, monument, sie, place, area or landscape idenlified as having a degree of significance
merfiing consideration in planning decizions, because of its herffage inferes!. Herffage asset includes
designated heriiage assets and assels identified by the local planning authorty (including Iocal
faling).”

Attention is drawn 1¢ paragraph 137 which requires, inter alia:
the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of herflage assels |

ihe wider social, cultural, sconomic and environmenial benefits that conservation of the hisioric
envirermsnt can bring;

the desivabiliv of new development making & posifive contribution o focal character and
distinclivenass; and oppoduniiies o draw on the contribufion made by the historic environment fo the
character of place.

Paragraph 132 siates thab

“When considerning the impact of a proposed development on the significance of g designated herilags
asset, greal weight should be given o the assel’s conservalion. The more imporfant the assst, the
greater the weight should be. Significance can be harmed or lost through alferation or destruction of
the herflage asssl or development within ds selfing.”

Paragraph 133 indicates that where a development will lead o substantial harm to, or fotal loss of the
significance of a designated herilage asset, permission should be refused unless it can be demonstrated
that the substantial public benefits will oubwelgh that harm or loss, and lisis a number of oriferia [0 be
laken into consideration. It should be noted that specific referencs s mads v designated heritage asssais.
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Faragraph 134 refers o cases thal will iead 1o less than substantial harm 10 the significance of a
designated heritage asset, this hammn is 1o be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal.

Paragraph 135 requires that consideration be given o the impact of development proposals, directly or
ndirectly on non-designated heritage assels. This would include unlisted bulldings in conservalion areas.
Again a balanced judgement will be required having regard to the scale of any hamm or loss and the
significance of the herilage asset

Paragraph 136 specifically stales that LPAs should not permit the loss of the whole or pant of a herilage
asset without taking all reasonable steps 1o ensure the new devalopment will procead atler the loss has
aoourred,

s noted that Paragraph 137 ndicates develppment is not prohibited within the setling of herilage assels
witere proposals would enhance or better reveal their significance. Proposals that preserve those
alements of the setling that make a positive contribution 1o, or befter reveal the significance of the asset
arg 1o be treated favourably,

The NFPF therefore recognizes the nesd o clearly identify relative significance at an early stage and
ihen fo assess the mpact of development proposals in that conlext.

Planning Practice Guidance (FPG)

The Planning Practice Guidance (PPQ) was published in March 2014 as a companion 1o the NPPF,
replacing & large number of foregoing Circulars and other supplementary guidance., In respect of heritags
decision-making, the PPG stresses the importance of delermining applications on the basis of
significance, and explaing how the tests of harm and impact within the NPPF are 1o be interpreted.

The FPG also notes the following in relation o the setting of herilage assel:

“A thorough assessment of the impact on sefting needs io fake into account, and be proportionate 1o,
the siginificance of e heritage asset under consideration and the degree fo which proposed changes
enhance or delract from that significance and the ability to appreciale #7 (Ref I D 18a-014-20140306)

Historio England Conservation Principles: Policies and Guidance 2008

Historie BEngland sels outin this document & logical approach 1o making decisions and offering guidance
about all aspects of the historie environment, including changes affecting significant places. it stales that:

“New work or afferation o a signifivant place should normally be accepiable i a. there is sufficient
information comprehensively (o understand the impacts of the proposal on the significance of the place;
b the proposal would nol materially harm the vaiues of the place, which, where appropriate, would be
reinforced or further revealed; ¢. the proposals aspire 10 & qgualily of design and execufion which may be
valusd now and in the fulure; . the fong-term conseguences of the proposals can, from experience, be
demonsirated o be benign, or the proposals arg designed not o prejudice alfernalive solutions in he
future” {page 593

Historie England Making Changes o Heritage Assets Advice Note 2 (February 20318}

Thiz advice note provides information on repair, restorgtion, addifion and alteralion works o
herfage assels. i agvises thal:

"The main issues o consider in proposals for additions (o herilage assels, inciuding new development in
consarvation areas, aside from NPPF requiremenis, such as social and economic activily and
sustamability, are proportion, height, massing, bulk, use of malerials, durabilily and adaptabiity, use.
snoiosure, refationshin with adiacent assels and definiion of spaces and sirests, alignment, active

frontages, permeabilily and freatmeni of sefting.” {(page 1)
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Historie England Managing Significance in Decision Taking in the Historic Environment Good
Fractice Advice (GPA&) in Planning Note 2 {(March 2015}

This advice nole sets oul clear information o assist all relevant stake holders in implemeanting
hisioric environment policy in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF} and the related
guidance given in the Planning Practive Guidance (PPQG). Thess include:

‘assessing the significance of herilage assels, using appropriate expertise, historic environment
records, recording and furthering undersianding, neglect! and vnauthorised works, markeling and
design and distinctivengss” {(page 1)

Historic England The Setling of Heritage Assets Historie Environment Good Practice Advige
{GRAZ) in Flanning Note 3 (July 2015}

This document presenis guidance on managing change within the setlings of heritage asseats, including
archaeological remaing and historic buildings, siles, areas and landscapes. Bullel point 4 on page 2 of
GPRAT stales thal:

“‘Sefting in urban areas, given the polential numbsrs and proximitty of heritage assels, s thersfors
intimately inked o consideration of iownscape and urban design and of the characier and appearance
of conservation areas. The characler of the conservation area, and of the surrounding area, and the
cumutative impact of proposed development adiacers, would suggest how much impact on the seffing
should be taken info account”

Under the heading Views and selting’ we note that the contribulion of seiting io the significance of a
harilage assel is oflen expressed by reference o views which can be sialic, dynamic, include a variely
of views across, or including that asset, and views of the surrgundings from or through the asset® At the
same time # is noted that one does not need 1o be in direct view of a heritage asset 1o be within iis setling.
It does not depend on pubdic rights or the abilily io access iL*

GFAZ sets oul a stepped appreach 1o assessing setling and the role that it plays in contributing 1o the
significance of a heritage assst/s. This process regquires one to have an understanding about the
significance of the assels in order to be able 1o determine | harm would anse. 1 is advised that the
following steps are undertaken:

%

Step 1 - dentily which herilage assels and thelr seltings are affected;

e Slep 2 - assess whether, how and 1o what degres these ssfiings make a coniribution 1o the
significance of the heritage assetis);

s Slep 3 - assess the eifects of the proposad development, whether beneficial or harmiul, on that
signiticance;

¢ Dtep 4 - explore the way of maximizing enhancement and avoiding or minimizing harm;
s Slep 5 - make and document the decision and monitor outcomaes.

it is acknowledgad that this is not the only method of assessing setiing, the role that i plays and if 3 site
falis within that setling. It has however stood the lest of ime and has been accepted by Inspeciors at
appeal and publio inguiries.

Local Polioy

3 Appendix 3: GPAS3, ‘Views and setting’ paragraph 5, page 3
4 Appendix 3: GPAS3, ‘ Setting and the significance of heritage assets’, page 4
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Folicy HER SP1:

The historic environimernd

The Local FPlanning Authorily will grant planning permission or relevani consent for developmentd
mroposals that conserve or enhance the historic environment of the District, based on the following
approach;

Designated herffage assels including listed bulldings, struciures and their settings; and Conservation
Areas will be given the highest level of profection and should be conserved and enhanced n a manner
appropriate lo therr significance

Non-designaled herilage assels inciuding locally fisted herfage asseis (Buidings or Siructurss of
Character and Areas of Character) and their settings will also need o be conserved and enhanced in a
manner appropriate o thelr significance and contribution 1o the historic environment;

Development ikely o prejudice any of the above, including their setiings, will be refused, Any proposals
for development will be required o comply with all other relevant policies and reflect any relevani
appraisals or managemaent proposals adopled by the Local Planning Authorily,

The Local Flanning Authorly will encourage the re-use of vacant or underused Listed Buildings or
unlisted buildings by approving proposals that contribute posiively o thelr conservation either individually
or as part of wider sirafegies for regeneration. Where changes of use are proposed, the Local Flanning
Authority will consider these in a flexible way bul will favour proposals which improve public access where
these are not prejudicial 1o existing character or appesrance.

The Local Planning Authority will fake g pro-aclive siance 1o any herifage assels that may be at risk. This
will include working with property owners o find a use that will enable them fo be pul back in o use,

Development proposals involving the demolition of Listed Buildings or a Conservation Area will not be
permifted unlfess it can be demonsitrated that the loss or harm achieves substantial public benefils.

Polioy HER DMt

Listed Buildings

Froposals affecting slatufory Lisled Buildings will be required fo:

a. Freserve or enhance the historic character, qualities and special interest of the buiidings;

& Be necessary and nol defrimental o the archilectural and historical integrity and detaifing of 8 Lisled
Budding's extenor;

C. Protect the architectural and historical integrity and detailing of a Listed Buiiding's inferior;
d. Protect the special inferest of buildings of archilectural or historic inferesi; and
g. Protect, and where possible enhance the selting of the building.

Total or subslantial demolition of a Listed Building will only be permitted in wholly exceptional
circumsiances, and where it meels the following specific eriteria:

£ Clear and convincing evidence has been provided that viable aflernalive uses cannoi be found, through,
for example the offer of the unresiricted freahold of the property on the market af a realistic price reflecting
its condition and that preservation, in some form of charilable or communily ownership, is not possible;

g The redevelopmen! would produce substantial benefits for the communiity which would decisively
outweigh the resulting loss rom demcaciilion or major afferation; and
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fi. The physical condition of the building has deteriorated, through no faull of the owner / apolicant for
which evidence can be submitted, to a point that the cost of refaining the building outweighs s
importance and the value derived from iis refention. A comprehensive sirictural report will be required
fo support this.

The Local Flanning Authorily will support proposals for afternalive uses for Listed Buildings which relain
their structure and preserve character and selfing where the change will provide for the long ferm
conzervation of the sfructure and fabric of the building.

The Local Planning Authority will only support afterations o Listed Buildings in order to mitigate climale
change where such proposals respect the significance of the Listed Building and do not have an adverse
impact on its appearance, character or historic fabric,

The Local Flanning Authority will only approve a proposal for enabling development where there is no
giher alfernative option available and e benefiis of such as scheme outweigh any dis-benefits that arise.
in defermining any application the Local Flanning Authority will take into account whether:

s i will materiglly harm the significance of the heritage asset or s sefiing;
e i will avoid defrimental Iragmeniation of management of the heritage assel;

= i will securg the long term future of the heritage assel and, where applicable, ifs confinued
use for a purpose sympathelic lo its conservalion;

= i is necessary to resolve problems arising from the inherent needs of the herilage assel,
rather than the circumstances of the present owner, or the purchase price paid;

= ftherg is a source of funding that might support the herftage assel without the need for
enabling developmeni; and

= the level of development 18 the minimum necessary o secure the luture consearvation of
the heritage asset and of a design and iype that minimises harm fo other public interaests.

In addition, the following saved policy of the 2003 Adopted Arun District Local Plan is relevant:
Policy GEN2Z ~ Buildings or Structures of Characier

‘Flanning permission will nol be granted for development resulting in the foss of existing buildings or
structures of interest and importance which are atiractive in their own right or which coniribuite 1o the
character and appearance of an area, Alterations, extensions or sther development which would adverseiy
affect the appearance or selfing of such bulldings or struciures will not be permitied”.

Oiher Material Considerations

Clymping Mill s contained oulside of the Archaeological Notification areg for Clymping which is focused
upon the former site of islesham Church and deserted medieval village, Clmping.

Litlshampton Forl, a 18" century artilisry fort, i set bevond the 1km radial search of the Historic
snvironment Record of Clymping Ml however i iz noled thal thre may be & perception of the Ml i
was retained i #s hustoric form and scale in the westemn views from the Forll The Forl is a Seheduled
Ancient Monument
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The aim of this Statement is 1o identify and assess the value or significance of the identified herilage
assets including their seltings and lo consider the sensitivity of the assels and their ssilings in
accommodale changs.

Bavond the oriteria applied for national designation, the concept of valus can exiend more broadly o
nelude an understanding of the herffage values a building or place may hold for its owners, the iocal
community or other inferast groups. These aspecis of value do not readily fall inlo the crileria iypically
applied for designation and require a broader assessment of how a place may hold significance. In
sesking to prompt broader assessments of vaiue, Historie England’s Conservation Principles categorizes
ihe potential areas of significance (nciuding and beyond designated assels) under the {ollowing
headings:

Evidential value - ‘derives from the polential of & plece o visld evidence about past human
activity. .. Physical remains of past human activity are the primary sourcs of gvidence gbout the subsiance
and svolution of places, and of the people and culfures that mads them. . The ability to understand and
interpret the evidence lends to be diminished in proportion o the exient of its remaoval or replacement” S

tvidential vaklie therefors relates o the physical remaing of a buliding/structure and s seiting, including
the potential for below ground remains, and what this primary source of evidence can el us about the
Gast,

Aesthetic Value ~ Assthelic values can be the result of the conscious design of a place, Including artislic
endeavour, Sgually, they can be the ssemingly fortuitous culcome of the way in which a place has
avolved and been used over time. Many places combine these two aspects... Assthetic values tend fo
be specific 0 a time cultural context and appraciation of them is not culturally exclusive’ ®

Assiheho value therefors relates 1o the visual qualities and characterisiios of an asset (setilement site or
building}, ong views, legibility of building form, characler of elevations, rocfscape, malerials and fabric,
and setling {including public and private views).

Historie value ~ ‘darives from the ways in which past peaple, events and aspects of life can be connacted
through a place to the present, Bends 1o be Hlusirative or associative. .. Association with a notable Tamily,
person, event, or movement gives hisiorical value g particular resonance. . The historical value of places
depends upon both sound dentification and direct sxperience of {abric or landscape that has survived
from the past, butis not as sasily diminished by change or partial replacement as evidential valus, The
authenticity of a place indeed often lles in visible avidence of change as a result of people responding to
changing circumstances. Historical vaiues are harmead only {0 the exient that adaptation has obliterated
or concesaled them, alihough completeness does lend to sirengihen dlustralive valug’”

To summarize, it relates 1 the age and history of the assel, iis development over time and the strength
of its tie lo a particular architeciural period, person, place or eveni. tcan also includs the layoul of a sitg,
the plan form of a building and any fealures of spacial interest

Communal Value - Commemorative and symbolic values refisct the meanings of a place for those who
draw part of ther dentity from i, or have emotional links Io ... Social value i3 associaled with places
that people percaive as a sourcs of identity, distincliveness, social interaction and coherence. Some may
be comparatively modest, acquiring communal significance through the passags of time as aresultof a

3 Conservation Principles (2008) page 28

6 Conservation Principles (2008) pages 30-31

7 Conservation Principles (2008) pages 28-30
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collective memory of storigs linked 10 them. . They may refale 1o an aclivity that is associgted with the
place, rather than with its physical fabric... Spirtual value is offen associated with places sanchifisd by
iongstanding veneration or worship, or wild places with few obvious signs of modermn life. Their value is
generally dependent on the perceived survival of the historie fabric or character of the place, and can be
gxtremely sensitive o modest changes to thal character, particularly to the activities thal happen there.™

Communal value therefore refates o the ole an asset plavs In a historic setling, village, town or
fandscape contexd, and what i means 1o that place or that community. | i3 alse linked In the use of a
huilding, whtich is perhaps tied 1o a local industry or s soclal andfor gpiritual connections.

Historic England’s Conssrvation Principles {2008} also considers the contribution made by setling and
cordexd o the significance of a herilage assst.

Sefting is an establizhed concept that refates o the surroundings in which a place is experienced,
its focal cortext, embracing present and past relationships 1o the adiacent landscape.

Confext embraces any relationship belween a place and other places. i can be, for exampls,
cultural, inteflectual, spatial or functional, s0 any one place can have g multi-avered context. The
range of contextual relafionships of a place will normally emerge from an understanding of ils
origing and evolution. Undersianding context is parficularly relsvant 10 assessing whether a place
fas greater value for being part of a2 larger enlity, or sharing characleristics with other places”®

In order 1o understand the role of selling and context to decision-making, # is important o have an
understanding of the origing and svolution of an assel, o the sxdent that this understanding gives rise o
significance in the present. Assessmaent of these values i3 not based solely on visual considerations, but
may He in a deeper undersianding of hisionic use, ownership, change or other cultural influence — all or
any of which may have given nse o current circumstances and may hold a greater or lesser exdent of
significance.,

Onee the value and significance of an asset has been assessed, the next stage s 1o determine the
‘magnitude’ of the Impact brought about by the development proposals. This impact could be a divect
physical impact on the assets #self or an mpact on s wider setling, or both. Impact on selling is
measurad in terms of the effect that the impact has on the significance of the asset itsell rather than
setling being considerad as the asset itself.

2
S SR AT SN
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Significance iz considered o be the sum of the cultural and naturgl heritage valuss of a place, as defined
by its evidential value {the potential of a place 1o vield svidence about past human activity); historical
value (the ways in which past people, events and aspecis of life can be connected through a place 1o the
present), assthetic value {the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a
place) and communal value (the meanings of a place for the people who relate to |, or for whom it figures
i thelr collective experience or memory) (Historic England, formerly English Heritage, Conservalion
Frinciples, Policles and Guidance 2008},

8 Conservation Principles (2008) pages 31-32
? Conservation Principles (2008) page 39
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Climping

The parish of Climping lies along the west bank of the River Arun. It includes the remains of the former
parish of Cudlow, which has now been almost entirely lost to the sea. The Victoria County History of
Sussex (VCH) notes:

“The western part of the ancient parish, including the settlements of Climping, llsham, and Atherington lies
on brickearth, of which Climping windmill occupies an outlier further east. The rest of the eastern part lies
on alluvium, and once belonged to the wide estuary of the river Arun. Since the alluvium between
Atherington and the brickearth outlier to the east can only have been brought by the river, the main channel
of the river is likely once to have run there and to have been deflected eastwards later’.

The development of the parish boundary appears to have been largely defined by coastal erosion and
changes in the course of the River Arun. The remains of the lost village of Cudlow, which was subsumed
by the sea in the 16™" century, can be seen at low tide. The mouth of the river could be forded but was
treacherous and rarely used. By the 19" century, however, the shingle bar outside Littlehampton Harbour
provided a fording place for waggons and is known to have been used by the millers of Climping,
Rustington and Littlehampton.

The VCH notes “settlement in the parish has always apparently been scattered. Only a handful of
dwellings, including Church Farmhouse and the former vicarage house, remained in 1990 near the church,
but earthworks in two closes to south-east and east, yielding finds of medieval and Romano-British date,
indicate the existence there of other house sites”.

Agriculture was the primary economy in Climping parish, with the land divided between arable planting,
meadow and pasture for grazing sheep and cattle.

In addition to Clymping Mill, two other mills were recorded in the parish, one at the Hospitaller's estate in
llsham in 1338 and another of the same period on the Cudlow manor.
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The site Hes on the boundary of the South Coast Shoreline and Chichesler {0 Yapiton Coastal Plain
Landscape Characler Areas as defined by the 2003 Landscape Character Assessment of West Sussex,
The South Coast Shoreline characlerisation identifies the area as:

Hong narrow Character Area between West Wiltering and Shoreham and comprises the majority of West
Sussex coasiine. i is a distinctive low, open and exposed landscape which has overriding visual and
physical association with the sea. fis wide genfly curved bays are further defined by the protruding shingle
fiwadiand of Selsey Hill, the chalk headiand of Beachy Head in neighbouring kast Sussex. This 15 a
dynamic characier area whose key characteristic are linked by coastal evolution, weather and tides. The
character varies considerably according to the weather conditions and seasons”

This is especially true of the location of Climping Mill, which is characterised by i3 close visual relationship
with the sea and the low open land {0 the north, as the historic photograph below iilusirates.
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Ona of the key characteristics is the influence of exdensive linear urban coastal resont development. Far
reaching views from the site Hustrate the almost continucus conurbatlion of Bogner Regls, LitHehampton,
Worthing and Shorgham particularly evident from the public Toolpaths which bound the site 1o the kasd
and the Norih, albeil the laler, 1o g lesger exient.
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DSC03024: Distant views across golf course of Littlehampton illustrating the flat typography of the surrounding landscape

Chichester o Yapion Coasial Flain characterisalion identifies the area as:

extending “from Chichester in the west fo the edge of the Arun Valley in the east, and around Bognor
Hegis o the south, Over time a large part of this area has been reclaimed from the sea, and remaing
befow the current high spring Hde level It comprises a maindy Hat, open landscape crossad by
meandering rifes. Dominaled by highly produciive arable fields and modern farm buildings, it has a
fragmented hedgerow and hedgerow free patfern. The spire of Chichesier Cathedral is a widlely visibis
feature. Hows of large light refleciing glasshouses, equesirian faciities, horse paddocks and industrial
buildings, for instance in the Ford and Tangmere areas, are sirong suburban elements. Where these
ocour, they create visual confusion and poor definition between town and countryside, and erode
distinctive landscape character, Major suburban setffements in the area are Tangmers, Barnham,

‘apton, and Westergals, In contrast, there ars areas of a smaller scale, more varied rural landscape
with quist hamists and traditional villages enclossd by small pasiure”
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interspersed with scattered f

The key characteristios include low lying Hat open landscape giving far reaching visws which is clearly
gvident on the approach to Climping Ml with the scarp foot hills of the High Weald beyond visually
separated by areas of established and mature frees which appear (o define the change in landscape.

Within these ghimpses on the approach o the sils, isolated and scattersd rool tops emergs above the plain
miroducing a buill form which contributes o the visual character of the area but alse the historical
assaciation of the buildings with the land.

Soth areas fall within the overall South Coast Plain Character Area.

Climping mill site is indicative of the area screened from far reaching views because of the nalural planting
which surrounds the site, particularly 1o the South West and the approach.

DS03

Whiist the white painted weatherboard is just discernibie rising above the canopy its form and thereby
lmgibility as a historic Smock Mill, # has been substantially and harmifully impacted upon by the runcation
of the upper section.
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DSC03100 : Distant views from the private approach DSC0310 View when zoomed in.

The Mill remains obscurad from the views to the Easi, aithough the hisloncally smaller and modsst form
aelements of construction, including the two storey Mill House, are evident emerging wherg there is a break
i the tree canopy.

These views provide only glimpses of the historic form and as such provide no legibility o the funclion of
ihe buildings associated with the sile.

N
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DSC03024: Distant views looking into the site across the golf course.

The landscapse characterisation of the area has been impaired, on the kast side by the golf cowrse,
separated from the site only by ihe foolpath which bounds the property. The artificial landscaps of the
man-madse undulating qolf course contrasts with the low ling, flal open qualties of the surrounding natural
landscape. This impact is turther heightenad by the urban sprawt visible in the distance.

immadiate Viows

The mmediate views are generally those from the private approach to the site and the public footpaths o
ihe North and East

Both the approach and the vistas from the pubic Tooipath that abuts the eastern boundary provide glimpses
of the buill form. The clay tled roofs providing legibility to historic forms characterising the local vernacular,
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DSC03031 & DSC03028: Glimpsed views of the built form from the public footpaths immediately to the South East and East.

The roof of Mili House is clearly visible from the approach whilsl, through the eslablished hedge screening
along the eastem boundary Mill Thailch with s distinet and contrasting vernacular perosives a tradifional
cluster of buildings charactenisiic of the landscape.

Not untit the emergence of the footpaths al the North-East cormer of the site i3 there uninterrupted views
of Mili House and s garden wall.

O
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The irees that bound the site are an important feature, both for providing natural sereening and snclosure
but also adding contrasting light and shade {0 the built form and providing an opportunily of perceived
gxpectation.

'

The fooipath to the North of Climping Mill continues in a wesiward direction, offering further glimpses info
the site which have besen harmed by low grade prefab buildings in varving slales of decay and
abandonment.

DSC03043 & DSC03048 Glimpsed views of the built form from the public footpaths immediately to the North West

The sense of place and experience associaled with the historic bullding group being replaced by a built
form that negatively impacts upon the landscape.

Clymping Mill has historically been known as Clymping Mill, Totlesham Mill, Tottisham Mill and Totsham
Mill.

The first record of a mill on the site dates to the 14th century. The earliest surviving documentary evidence
held by the West Sussex Record Office is an assignment of land dating from 14 June 1660, which “recites
mortgage (to secure £3180) by lease, 19 Sept. 1658, by John Morley of Halnaker (eldest son of Sir William
Morley) and George Heath of Halnaker, clerk, to Margaret, wife of the said Barnard Hyde (by the name of
Margaret Morley, spinster), eldest dau. of Sir William Morley” for a consideration of £3040 13s 4d. This
assigns the Manor of Adrington (Atherington), including the “windmill on the Common Lane between
Millfield common field and East Cudlow, with the mill 'bororeugh' and mill plot belonging”
(Goodwood/E1938). This indicates that in the 17th century, the mill was in the ownership of Atherington
Manor.

A later mortgage document of 1 April 1780 between “William Challen of Climping, Miller, and Abigail his
wife, devisee named in will of Henry Heather late of Bramber, Miller, and (b) John Bonniface of Beeding,
Alehousekeeper” grants a “mortgage by demise for 1000 years to secure £20” on property which includes
“windmill called Totlesham Mill or Climping Windmill and the Bolting Mill lately set up within said windmill
together with the millstone, sails; the Mill Plott (19 rods), lying between Climping Poor House on E.; lands
of John Boniface called the Twenty Acres on W.; Climping Common Field on N. and a lane called Mill
Lane leading to the coast on S” (Add Mss 12, 630).
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By 28 May 1914, the mill was in the ownership of the Ford and Climping Estate, which also included Bailiffs
Court. The mill is listed in the sales particulars of the Ford and Climping Estate (SC01107).

It appears that the mill was acquired by the purchaser of the Baliliffs Court estate as it subsequently
appears in the 1973 sales particulars for the Bailiffs Court estate, which had by then been converted to a
hotel (SB00673).

The Mill

The present windmill at the site was constructed by William Barnard in 1799, to replace an earlier mill. It
is an early example of a smock mill, in which the main body of the mill remains static, whilst the cap rotates
with the sails. The lower half of a smock mill is generally constructed of brick, with weatherboard above.
Climping Mill follows this pattern but has a flint and brick base commensurate with the local vernacular
materials. Historic photographs of the mill show it was clad in black weatherboard during its working life,
rather than the present white cladding. The mill expert Frank W. Gregory considered Climping Mill
noteworthy for its cast iron wind shaft with sockets to take the arm of a compass arm brakewheel.

Prior to the removal of the cap and sweeps in 1962, the mill was fitted with wide leading board patent sails.
The Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society notes that the patent sails were removed after the mill ceased
to be in use and were taken to Arun Mill (now demolished).

Patent sails were originally developed by the inventor Sir William Cubitt, son of Dilham miller Joseph
Cubbitt. On 9 May 1807, Cubitt was granted a patent titled ‘Method of Equalising the Motion of the Sails
of Windmills’. This was a method of self-regulating shuttered windmill sails which eventually became the
industry standard and replaced the earlier canvas covered common sails. It is apparent from the date of
the patent that Climping Mill would not have been fitted with patent sails at the time of its construction but
there is no record of the original arrangement.

In ‘Windmills and Millwrighting’ (1957), Stanley Freese offers the following description of the operation of
patent sails:

“Patent sails incorporate a notable improvement in control, enabling the miller to reef and adjust them
while in motion... It will be seen that the sail rods are connected to a ‘fork-iron’ which is coupled to an iron
‘triangle’ over pivoted near the hub of the sails. Each triangle is connected to a central cross or ‘spider by
a bridle iron. The spider is fixed to the end of the striking rod, which passes right through a 2 in. bore along
the windshaft and is coupled to a sliding bar or rack by a ball and socket joint. The rack is geared to a
spindle and ‘purchase wheel’ which carries a chain on which the miller hangs the weights close to all
shutters simultaneously. In Lincolnshire and Kent, the weights hang from a long pivoted iron bar; and in
Norfolk and Sussex a long pole suspended from the fanstage steadies the chain”.

Historic photographs of the mill prior to its dismantling are included at Appendix One.

The mill ceased to work in around 1900. Contrary to the details of the listing entry, which states the mill
was converted to a house in 1954, historic photographs indicate the conversion took place during the
1920s, with additional accommodation added at this time. Map regression evidence indicates that the mill
had been adjoined to the house by the 1896 OS edition, although not in the same configuration as the
later conversion. However, the West Sussex Gazette edition of 18 September 1958 reported on the
conversion of the house by Lord Moyne, owner of the Bailiffs Court Estate.

From 1959 onwards, the mill and adjacent buildings were used as a school, known as ‘West Down Tutors’,
run by the Rev. K.C. Oliver. During this period, the mill body was reduced to two storeys in height despite
the building having been listed in 1958. The Evening Standard edition of 17 January 1963 reported that
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Lord Normanby had been forced to partially dismantle the mill due to dry rot. Photographs from 1963
shows timbers being removed during dismantling.

Current Google Earth aerial mapping

In July 1969, an application was made by the Marchioness of Normandy for the demolition of the mill and
the reversion of the land to agricultural use. This was resisted by the Sussex Industrial Archaeology
Society and the application was refused. The campaign to save the mill attracted local and national
attention, featuring in the Daily Telegraph and the West Sussex Gazette.
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Yeakell & Gardner's Map of Sussex 1778-1783

Yeakell and Gardner’s 1778-1783 map of Sussex shows Climping Mill as an isolated structure. A study by
the University of Sussex of the mouth of the River Arun at Littlehampton noted this map “shows wetlands
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on the estuary banks, primarily on the west shore, with rivulets draining a poorly drained tract of marsh
land. The old river course is still visible on this map as a track with a windmill situated on what would have
been the east bank, at Climping Mill”1®

1805 Ordnance Survey

The 1805 OS edition also shows the mill as an isolated structure. Despite being labelled ‘Climping Mill’, it
is linked by a track to Atherington rather than Climping, indicating its historic relationship with Atherington
Manor.

1815 Ordnance Survey Map

The 1815 OS edition shows a barn to the south-west of the mill and a scattered grouping to the east. Both
are some distance from the mill.
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1875 Ordnance Survey Map

The mill house is first shown on the 1875 OS edition, together with the barn immediately to the south of
the mill. The mill house is rectangular in plan form. The small buildings to the east of the mill, on the bend
in the track, remain. The mill is identified as a flour mill.

1896 Ordnance Survey Map

By the 1896 OS edition, it appears that the mill house has been extended and attached to the mill. A
modest extension has been added to the south-west corner of the barn to the south and a small outbuilding
has been constructed to the north-east of the mill.
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1932 Ordnance Survey Map

The windmill is noted as having fallen into disuse by the 1932 OS edition. The mill house now appears as
a distinct building of broadly U-plan form, incorporating the mill, with a minor projection to the north. Trees
are now shown to the south and west of the site and a garden area has been formalised to the west.
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1972 Ordnance Survey Map

The 1972 OS edition clearly shows the plan form of the mill house, with the old mill readily identifiable. A
further extension to the mill house has been added to the north. A new outbuilding has also been
constructed to the east of the house.

Deasignated Heritage Assets

This saction identifies heritage assets which surround the development sie. in the case of this application
the following designated herifage assels are loeal 1o the proposed development and have been identified
as they may be alfecied by the current proposals. The ideniification of these assels is congistent with
‘Step 1 of the GPAD The Setling of Herltage Assels,

in the case of this application, e following designated herllage assets may be affected by the current
proposals:
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1. Clymping Ml
List entry Number: 1027838, Grade I designated Sth June 1858

Origmaily a windmill, built in 1798 Smock type. Only the ground and first oors now remain, faced
with fiints and weather-boarding. The remainder was demolished in 1854, To the south was a mid-
Ct8 mill-house. Two storeys. Four windows. Faced with cobbles with red brick dressings, quoing and
flush siringeourse. Tiled roof. Glazing bars intact. In 1854 this was joined to the remains of the mill by
a curved poreh with ane storey over. Architect Sir Richard Garton.”’

£

The mil house is oriented on a nominally north-south axis, parallel 1o the track which serves CliGartondl
The road facing {sas!) elevation is typical of the West Sussex vernacular, presenting a broadly early 16tk
century symmetrical facade of unknapped coursed Hint with brick quoins, window dressings and flush
slring course beneath a plain clay-tiled roof. There is a small, central area of dentillation beneath the eaves
which does not run the length of the elevation. The gast fagade incorporates sight sash windows, four o
gach floor, but no doorway. The south end of the slevation terminates in a two-storay brick bay with sash
windows, which appsars 1o be g laler, Viclorian phase. There is an extant brick chimney lowards the
southern end of the range, whilst the axial stack to the north has been capped.

1 The National Heritage List for England produced by Historic England
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The south elevalion incorporates bholh the former mill house and the mill, now amalgamated into the
residential conversion of the site. it is characierised by the contrasting composition of the multiple phases
of its morphology. The removal of the upper storeys of the mill has severely compromised is relationship
with the adjiacent bulldings, truncating #s form and proportions. s now approximately the same height
as the ridge of the mill house and no longer commands the visual and contexdual dominance of the sile
fhat can be appreciaied in he hislone pholograghs.

The original function of the milf can be inlerpreted bul it has besn overwhelmed by the domestic additions.
This s accentualed by the inserlion of domestic fenestration with exiensive glazing, which has further
groded the ulillarian character. The first Hoor gallery linking the mill house and mill has further
compromised the form and independence of the mill structure. Whilst the link is clearly an addition, it
creates a marked visual intrusion and underlines the domestic nature of the conversion. Howeaver, the link
is evidently of its time and now has soms, though minimal, architectural interast,

The rear (west) of the properly also displays a number of phases of development. The flint and brick of
the 18th century mill house can be seen on the right of he photograph above, but the character of the rear
slevation is dominated by the late-18th and 20th century hipped-roof additions o the left of the picture, as
well as the singie-siorey Z0th century service rgom with #s subsiantial chimney.

Although evidently domestic in scale and form, this elevation presents a generally utilifarian character
which is slightly at odds with the gentiiity and scale of the sash windows to the later additions. # is bounded
by a high flint wall, which can be seen in the left of the photograph above.

The north glevation is largely concealed from long views by mature tree cover, it dates from the late 18th
or garly 20th century and presents g hipped roof with axial slack above three sash windows.
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The interior of the accommodation al the mill house iz dilapidaled and requires considerable repair and
consolidation. A visual dilapidations assessment and report has been prepared by Hulton and Rostron
cnvirenmeantal Investigations Limited which entifies the principle defects such as damp penetration, dry
ot and other related buiiding defects as well as providing a brief analogy of works requirad. This has been
further informed by an Assassment of Significance and Schedule of impact for the repair of the heritage
assets, prepared by DGO Hislorie Buildings Consultants which accompaniss the applicalion. The report
identifies room-by-room elements of significance, features and works which delract from the character and
fabric of the building as well as the proposed develepment associated with the herilage assels and the
perceivad impact those works will have upon the significance of each of the herlage assets. A separate
document has been preparad which considers the proposal for new development upon the site and s
impact upon the selting of those herltage assets in accordance with Historic England’s §-slep approach
identified within the published guidance GPA Note 3

-

Overall Significance

The Sussex industrial Archasology Scciety Newsistter of October 1989 noted “windmills on the immediate
coastliine of Sussex werg onee a mast characteristic feature. To quote just a few: there were several al
Worthing, one al Rustington, two at Litlehampton, and fhwee at Bognor. They have gil been desiroyed,
sometimes guite wanionly as was the cass when ihe last survivor of these was pulied down at
Littehamplon to make way for a funfalr, There are now but bwo of these coastiine windmills, one al Selsey
and this exampie al Clymping. That we should be 1 danger of losing one of these is serous o alt who ars
sensitive 1o the slow, but insidicus destruction of what is historically valuabie”.

Thiz sarly acknowladgement of Climping Mil's significance underlines ifs importance as a surviving
example of a once common fealurs of the West Sussex coastline. Although the significance of the mili has
been underminad by the loss of its milling gear and upper sioreys, iis assthetic and hislorical importance
remaing, as well as iis contexival relationship with the historic landscape and the Manor of Atherington.
These all contribute {0 the overall value of the mill and its wider significance.

The assthetic confribution of the mill could be much enhanced by the reinstatement of the upper storevs
and sailz. This would restors i original proporiions in relation o the mill house and would ensure H rellms
10 baing the dominant fealure of the sile, both visually and conlextually. Photographic evidence survives
of the mill prior 0 iis dismaniiement, including the original sweeps belore thelr removal in around 1800,
bhelore the durmimy sweeps ware fitled. The upper storeys and swesps can be clearly perceived and may
be accurately recreated from the available svidence.
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Contribution made by Setling
Even in s fruncated tomm Clymiping Mill is immediately recognizable. Its use of #iint with brick dressings
in the ground floor plinth upon which g imber frame construction rise provides interest and informs upon

the historic form and function of the building. As such | makes an important contribution to the visual
cordext and appraciation of the sile and remains the point of focus in the building group.

Hole of sile within setling

it its historic form Clymping Milhwas a landmark feature of the coastline and would have been prominent
iy the near, ntermediate far reaching visws of the area. s runcalion has subslantial impadcied upon its
imporiance within the fandscape. |t the form experienced today, there is little to inform upon s presence,
the surounding tree canopies conceal all but the immediate views that are evident from the abulling
public fooipaths.

Fotential impact on Significance

Whilst Chymping Mill survives, only In part and the historic fabric has suflered years of neglect and
degradation, # remains a significant and imposing siructure. Built of the local vernacular and joined o
19" ceniury Mill House, a gentrified building which clearly depicis a facade of slegance, symmelry and
dishing hierarchy o the fenestration, by way of a 20" cenfury curved jettied flat roof construction, its

with the land.

Clymping Mill has the potential for high impact change which should be informed by i3 aesthetic and
histori importance as a designaled heritage asset.

2. MEH Thalch {curlilage listed)
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The curtilage listed thatched barm 10 the south of the mill and mill houze can be sgen on the 1875 08
gdition. tis a modest, singie-siorey utiifarian structure which has been subsianiially altered with inserted
fenasiration, including casement windows and a full height glazed door to the north elevation whilst the
apen bay timber -frame arrangement of the west elevation has been infilled with casement windows and
fintwork bedded in cementitious mortar. The bam has been in rasidential occupanay for some years and
thiz is reflecied in the domestic character of the North and West slevations which has undemmined iz
agricultural character. The allerations may have mpacted upon the historic form and context however this
has not been entirely ercded by the modern interventions. The bam continues o make a valuable
contribution 1o the assthelic and historic context of the buliding group and the setling of Clymping MillL A
detailed schedule of slements of significance within the Mill Thalch has been submitted o accompany this
Assessment of Significance.

Contribution made by Selting

Mill Thateh is a 19" century buiiding of the local vernacular which was constructed in have an anciliary
function to Clymping Mill. The bullding is modest in scale and form using materials and finishes thal are
ndicalive of the local verngeutar. It iz an altractive building howsaver it has been marred by modemn
wierventions implemented at the time the barn was converted o residential use.

AMill Thalch has also suffered considerable degradation of the facades including the thalched roof all of
which impacts upon the contribulion the building makes o setiing.

Hole of site within seiting

Mill Thatch i3 an important buiiding, setling the scene in the gpproaching North East views from the
access drive. i is alse imporlant to the glimpsed views expernience from the public foolpaih thal runs
along the sasterm boundary of the sile.

Potential Impact on Significance

Whilst in a dilapidated condition and the subject of substantial alteration al the time #t was comverted to
residential accommodation, Mill Thalch retains aesthetic and historie value as a former agricuitural building
constructed of the local vernacular. The use of reed thaich contrasis with the vibrant red of the clay hand-
made Hes and accentuates the definition of flint walls with red brick drassings al of which contributs o the
paletie of colours and the experience of the sile,

The building has the potential for high impact change, removing modem phases where they have
nterjiected and consumed historie detaiiing, for example the infilling of the open imber frame bays which
are evident on the west elevation.

3. Ml Cotiage {curtilage listed)

Curlilage tisted Ml Cottage first appears in #s current form on the 1932 08 edition, however the 1875
edition of the Ordnance Survey map shows a building of the same depth but of a smaller footprint in a
similar ncation. This would appear 1o accord 1o the exdent of brick and fiint detailing of the earliest range
incaled to the east of the fint wall that divides the buidling. This suggests the building ks conlemporanaous
i the Mill House and was subseguently extended both {0 the wesl and the south. The extensions appear
1 e of two dates, and likely include a significant element of rebuiiding identified by the conlrasting brick
bonds thal are evideni; the lower sections of brickwork constructed in Flemish garden wall bond, also
Known as Sussex bond, whilst the upper section is in moderm stretcher bond. To the north, # s abutled by
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the fiint boundary wall, The sast gable end is clad with dark weatherboard above the fiint wall with red
brick drassings that are characteristic of the local vermnacular.

Mill Coltage, as with the rest of the site, has suffered from loss of character through the insertion of
domestic features, including uPVE windows. The reconatrucied brick range does not afford the same
charm and appeal as the sarlier brick and fiint; and the expanse of brick, whils! a vernmacuiar materiai dees
not provide the same pleasing palette of the earlier form. Howsver cumuldatively, # retaing sufficient

architectural character and appearance in con}Ebute positively 1o the assthetic and contexiual significance
of the site. South of the brick range a traditional wall constructed i bungeroosh, a combination of brick,
fint and sione bedded n lime mortar acls as retaining wall and provides the context of a former and historic
yvard enclosure which is encapsulated by Mill Thatch, Mgl Coltage and the retaining wall

Contribution made by Setling

Mill Cottage i3 a buiiding of several phases, the earfiest dating back to the 18% century constructed in
fint with brick dressings and a clay tled roof thatis indicative of the local vernacular. The sarly agricultural
form of the bullding has largely been lost by its histonic conversion of residential which s typically
Hiustrated by the presence of two substantial chimney slacks, ong of which has been inserled inlo the
oldest part of the building, Whilst it may have lost ils agricultural appearance, the buiiding retaing some
aesthetic and historic inlerest and contributes positively to Clymping Mill and the setling of the building

group.
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Rolg of site within seiting

Ml Cottage and associated flint walls from the western extremities of the built form and historic
enclosure, The use of radifional malerials and finishes inform upon the historic buliding group and
coniribuie o the sense of place. Whilst the bullding has been neglectad for some considerable time #
retaing sufficient archiiectural mernit 1o contribute to Clymping MilE and the widsr contexd of the building
groug.

Potential impact on Significance

A lack of mainienance and the intervention of inappropriale works such as the installation of Ugve
windows has underminad the significance of the asset and the contnbution it makes to the building group
and s selling. It is considerad thal Mill Cotlage has the potential for high impact change and that the
refurbishment of the historic core and the removal of modem interjactions that have harmad the buiding’s
assthetic value would snhance the significance of this curtilage isted building ad in the wider context of

'

Clymping mil and the setiing of the building group.

4. Flint Walls {curtilage listed)

A fine curtilage lisled fint wall surrounds the north-western side of the site. i dates rom the 19th century
or earfier and s a handsome example of local vernacular boundary reatment, enhancing the setting of
the listed buildings and contributes 1o the understanding of the original seale and context of the site, which
was expanded o form a garden area {ollowing the conversion of the mill and house to residential use,

Other flint walls are present within the site howaver these do not portray the prominence of the substantial
wall o the north-western side of the site. Generally, the walls are lowsr without any svidence of
buttressing, finished with a flaunched capping. Whilst more simply detailed they do provide a sense ¢of
val Hint wall is interspersed

R
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with brick plers inlaid with flint cobbles and finished with a rounded flint capping which s particularly
distinctive and compliments the pallet of malenals which adom the sastem fagade.

Bunds praviously esiablished as a sea defense have in some instances, particularly at the entrance o
the site, buried these historic siructures and obliteraled the historic form.,

'

Contribution made by Setlting

The flint walls make an important conlribution o the sile. They inferm upon the hisloric extent of the site
and act as encliosures io the bullt form. The cutlaying wails may have funclioned at that time as a means
of flood defense. The flint construction with red brick dressings & indicative of the lncal vermnacular and
compliiments the iraditional palette of colowrs. As such the historie flint walls make an important
contribution 1o the setting of the building group.

Potential impact on Significancs

The fiint walls currently are in a poor state of repair, where not buned under established bunds, they are
¥y various siates dilapidation including sections that are substantially coliapsed. Whilst in their current
form they are not peroeived as harmiyl, ther reinstatement. consclidation and restoration would result in
considerable enhancement of the site, is architectural value and historic context

28ih Century Portacabing

The non-designated 20th century portacabing are associated with the school use of the site. They are
ditapidated, have no historic or architeciural meril and detract from the setling of the listed and curlilage
fsted builldings. Thelr removal would enhance the site and the wider landscape setling. Provision is made
within the proposal 1o remove the largest bwo structures which are visible 1o the west of the Mill, the third
sited o the east of the Mill House i3 {o be retained but renovated 1o improve i3 aesthelic appearance and
will provide valuable storage faciliies which will be necessary for the upkeep of the associated land.

Contribution made by Sefling

The 207 century portacabins are considered o be low grade structural which impair the sense of place
and the views into and out of the site. Bven in a non dilapidaled condition thers are of a form and
appearance that is considerad ¢ harm the setlting of the designated heritage asset and he wider context
af the buliding group

Potential Impact on Significance

The removal of these buildings has the potential for high impact upon the designated heritage asset /
busdiding group. The impact would be considered 1o be an enhancement re-esiablishing the hisloric context
of the buiiding group and its enclosing Hlint walls.
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The removal of these bulidings will positively inpact upon the sense of place and the immediate and far
reaching views and vistas into and out of the site.

Condition

Al the designated buildings at the sile require exiensive repair and conservation bolh internally and
axtarnally. Defects survays prepared by Hulton and Rostron Environmental investigations Lid have been
prepared to inform the present condition of the site which have been suppiemenied by a Schadule of
significance and mpact for repairs and renovalion o the heritage assets. These restoralion works
proposed have been determined by sound conservation principles which will enhance the character and
appearance of each of the buildings and in the wider context of the setting of the building group

SRS
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The NPPE doss not prohibit development within the setling of heritage assels, i requires development
o enhance or batler reveal their significance {para 1371, The NPPF takes the approach of supporting
development that makes a positive contribution to iocal character and distinctivensss which is a key
consideration in this area, which portray individual and archiiecturaily distinet residential properties within
ihe original plots.

it is considerad, in this instance, that the identified herifage asse! can accommaodate change and new
development on the basis that the proposed lavel of change is considered o be modest and sensitively
detailed {0 preserve legibiiity of the historic form, function / use; and in the widsr coniext as an important
and surviving 18° century smock milh with 189 & 209 century adapiations and extensions,

The statement has demonsirated that the historic bulldings which form a group make an important
contribution to the landscape as a historic building constructed of the local vernacular and inform upon
the historic use of the site.

i1 is considersd that propossd development has the polential o and in accordancs with national and local
policy, curnulatively enhance and further reveal the significance of this designaled heritage asset.
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