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A INTRODUCTION 

1 Authority 

Our authority for carrying out this work is contained in an ST Consult Project Order form completed by James D Baird 
(Home Farm) Ltd., and dated 3rd September 2025. 

2 Location 

The site is located approximately 3.0 km west of Littlehampton railway station.  The approximate National Grid 
Reference of the site is SU 99290 01360.  The site location is indicated on Figure 1 within Appendix A. 

3 Proposed Construction 

It is our understanding that a planning application for submission to Arun Council is being prepared for the 
redevelopment of the 0.43 ha site with the construction of a 16,000sq ft commercial (B2) building and this report will 
support the planning application.  

For the purposes of the contamination risk assessment, the proposed development land use is classified as 
Commercial/Industrial CLEA Model Ref [1] / C4SL Report Ref [2]. 

The gas sensitivity of the proposed development is rated as Low (commercial) CIRIA C665 Ref [3]. 

4 Object 

This is a Phase 1 Desk Study and Walkover Survey report. 

The purpose of the Phase 1 Desk Study is to determine sources of contamination, identify potential contaminants 
and allow the development of a conceptual understanding of the site to ensure that any intrusive investigation 
required addresses all the issues identified. 

5 Scope 

This report presents our desk study findings and our interpretation of these data. 

A UXO risk assessment was not requested within our brief for the Phase 1 Desk Study.  

The findings and opinions conveyed via this report are based on information obtained from a variety of sources as 
detailed within this report, and which Southern Testing Laboratories Ltd. believes are reliable.  Nevertheless, 
Southern Testing Laboratories Ltd. cannot and does not guarantee the authenticity or reliability of the information it 
has obtained from others. 

The investigation was conducted and this report has been prepared for the sole internal use and reliance of James 
D Baird (Home Farm) Ltd. and their appointed Engineers.  This report shall not be relied upon or transferred to any 
other parties without the express written authorisation of Southern Testing Laboratories Ltd.  If an unauthorised third 
party comes into possession of this report they rely on it at their peril and the authors owe them no duty of care and 
skill. 

The recommendations contained in this report are made in respect of the particular context of the investigation as 
described in the report and may not be appropriate to alternative development schemes. This report should be 
considered in its entirety and Southern Testing Laboratories Ltd. accepts no responsibility for and excludes liability 
in respect of any omission or alteration made by others, and any use of the report for any purpose other than that for 
which it was produced.  
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10 Conclusions and Recommendations  

The preliminary conceptual understanding of the site indicates that potentially contaminative activities have been 
carried out on the site and in the immediate surrounding areas. There is potential that the identified contaminants 
associated with these activities may have affected the soil and groundwater. There is potentially a Moderate to High 
risk to the proposed development from the identified on-site sources of contamination. 

It is recommended that a site investigation is carried out to determine whether any contamination on site constitutes 
a risk to human health, groundwater and the as-built environment. This investigation should comprise construction 
of boreholes and/or excavation of trial pits, with the sampling and analysis of underlying shallow soil material and 
monitoring of ground gas/water in order to assess the nature and extent of soil, water and gas contamination at the 
site. The intrusive investigation could also be used to assess the ground conditions and to provide a ground bearing 
capacity and other geotechnical parameters for foundations design and infiltration potential of the underlying soils.  

 

 
























