Date: 17 July 2018
Ourref: 251378
Your ref: CM/13/18/0UT

Michael Eastham

.. . Customer Services
Arun District Council Hornbeam House

Crewe Business Park
BY EMAIL ONLY Electra Way

Crewe

Cheshire

CW16GJ

Dear Michael

Planning consultation: 300 dwellings and ancillary development
Location: Land to West of Church Lane South of Horsemere Green Lane Clymping

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 28 June 2018 which was received by Natural
England on the same date.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE
NO OBJECTION

Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not
have significant adverse impacts on designated sites and has no objection.

Natural England’s advice on other natural environment issues is set out below.

Climping Beach Site of Special Scientific Interest

Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development will not
damage or destroy the interest features for which the site has been notified and has no objection.

In reaching this conclusion, Natural England has had regard to the fact that open space is provided
as part of the proposal. This open space is important in providing a space for dog walking as an
alternative to using the SSSI.

Other advice

Best and most versatile agricultural land and soils

Local planning authorities are responsible for ensuring that they have sufficient detailed agricultural
land classification (ALC) information to apply the requirements of the NPPF. Further information is
contained in Natural England’s fechnical information Note 048,

Agricultural Land Classification information is available on the Magig website on the Bala Gov.ik
website. If you consider the proposal has significant implications for further loss of ‘best and most
versatile’ agricultural land, we would be pleased to discuss the matter further.
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Guidance on soil protection is available in the Defra Construction Code of Practice for the
Sustainable Use of Soils on Sonstruction Sites, and we recommend its use in the design and
construction of development, including any planning conditions. Should the development proceed,
we advise that the developer uses an appropriately experienced soil specialist to advise on, and
supervise soil handling, including identifying when soils are dry enough to be handled and how to
make the best use of soils on site.

Environmental enhancement

Development provides opportunities to secure a net gain for nature and local communities, as
outlined in paragraphs 9, 109 and 152 of the NPPF. We advise you to follow the mitigation hierarchy
as set out in paragraph 118 of the NPPF and firstly consider what existing environmental features
on and around the site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be incorporated into
the development proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you may wish to consider off
site measures, including sites for biodiversity offsetting.

Protected Species

Natural England has produced sianding advice’ to help planning authorities understand the impact
of particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice. Natural
England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of a SSSI or in
exceptional circumstances.

Should the proposal change, please consult us again.
If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter please contact me on 0208 2257693
Yours sincerely

Alison Giacomelli
Sussex and Kent Area Team
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