WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION

TO: Arun District Council
FAO: Ms M Tomalova
FROM: WSCC - Education
DATE: 28/03/2023
LOCATION: Holmlea, Main Unit Rear Of Town Cross Avenue

Bognor Regis

SUBJECT: BR/82/22/PL

Demolition of warehouse and proposed construction of 10
No. self contained apartments. This application is in CIL
Zone 4 (Zero Rated) as flats.

DATE OF SITE VISIT: n/a

RECOMMENDATION: Objection

$106 CONTRIBUTION TOTAL:

Developers are required to mitigate the impact of their proposed developments and, where
appropriate, provide or make contributions towards site specific education provision where a
specific need is identified arising from the impact of the development. School places are required in
perpetuity to mitigate planned development.

As the Local Education Authority (LEA) the County Council has the statutory duty to make or secure
education provision available for each child in its area, and to provide or secure the provision of a
school place for each child, within the local catchment area (being as close to the place of residence
as is reasonably practicable) where possible. Schools should be provided close to where the need
arises, to encourage sustainable travel behaviour and the wider benefits of being part of a local
community. An inability to meet school places nearby could result in pupils being allocated spaces at
a greater distance from their home, not in accordance with sustainable place making or education
provision policy.

The requirement for a new secondary school to serve Arun District was identified as early as 2016
based on the number of strategic allocations identified at the start of the preparation works for the
Local Plan that was adopted in 2018.

Secondary Education requirements and commitments by the Planning Authority

The requirement for a new secondary school to serve Arun District was identified as early as 2016,
based on the number of strategic allocations identified at the start of the preparation works for the
Local Plan that was adopted in 2018. Arun District Infrastructure Capacity Study and Delivery Plan
(Feb 2017) (ICSDP) states: West Sussex County Council has identified the need for a new 10FE
Secondary School to mitigate the impact of the strategic development sites proposed. The estimated
cost of this facility is between £42.1 and £47.7 million. Further consideration will need to be given to
the phasing of this project. The precise nature of the contributions will be included within the
relevant section 106 agreements negotiated through the planning process. The ICSDP provided
the evidence of need for the requirement of a new 10FE secondary school in the district and
supported Policy INF SP2 of the Arun Local Plan (ALP) which was adopted in July 2018.

Since the publication of the ICSDP, further evidence has been prepared to support the identification
of a new secondary school. A preferred site was identified and reported to Arun Planning Policy Sub-
Committee (PPSC) on 27th February 2019. The papers considered by the Sub-Committee clearly
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stated that, should the Council agree the preferred site/option F, that it was to be allocated as the
secondary school site and the formal legal process would commence. The papers set out that
allocation was part of the process and a planning application would also later be required. It also
stated that officers would begin addressing the key mitigation measures identified in the study in
order to progress the allocation.

The intention to allocate the site was also clearly stated, along with the costs identified in a paper,
prepared jointly between West Sussex County Council and Arun DC which can be found on Arun’s
website Microsoft Word - Dev obligations 10FE secondary school requirement in ADC FINAL
12032019.docx (arun.gov.uk)

The PPSC recommendation was taken to Arun District’s Full Council on 13th March 2019. The
recommendation being ‘That the identification of Option/Site F be supported as the preferred option
for location of a 10 Form Entry Secondary School to support the Local Plan Strategic allocations.’

Despite these policy commitments a specific site is not formally allocated in the Local Plan or
subsequent plan document and the preferred option at Ford has not subsequently been secured at
this point in time. As set out in policy H SP2 of the Arun Local Plan 2018, applications are required to
be comprehensively planned and should have regard to a masterplan endorsed by the Council;
‘comprehensively planned’ is set out to include required infrastructure in accordance with Policy INF
SP1 and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. All sites are required to be in accordance with INF SP1 and
INF SP2 for the provision of a secondary school in Arun District.

Implications for this development

The proposed development should be expected to contribute towards the new secondary school in
order to mitigate its impacts for secondary education, as identified in the Local Plan, because the
local existing secondary schools are not able to accommodate the new pupils. The existing
secondary school provision is unable to expand, and the lack of an allocated or secured site for a
new secondary school, means that this new education facility cannot be relied on in the short term.
Consequently, the County Council as LEA, objects to the planning application listed above for the
reasons set out above.
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