From: SM-NE-Consuttations (NE) [N

Sent: 03 June 2019 15:35
To: Planning.Responses
Subject: BR/82/19/PL Consultee Response

Dear Sir or Madam,

Application ref: BR/82/19/PL
Our ref:283942

Thank you for contacting Natural England regarding the above-mentioned development.

Since this application will result in a net increase in residential accommodation, impacts to the coastal Special
Protection Area(s) and Ramsar Site(s) may result from increased recreational disturbance.

Your authority has measures in place to manage these potential impacts through the agreed strategic solution which
we consider to be ecologically sound. Subject to the appropriate financial contribution being secured, Natural
England is satisfied that the proposal will mitigate against the potential recreational impacts of the development on
the site(s).

Notwithstanding this, Natural England’s advice is that this proposed development, and the application of these
measures to avoid or reduce the likely harmful effects from it, may need to be formally checked and confirmed by
your Authority, as the competent authority, via an appropriate assessment in view of the European Site’s
conservation ohisctives and in accordance with the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017 (as
amended).

This is because Natural England notes that the recent Pgople Over Wind Ruling by the Court of Justice of the
European Union concluded that, when interpreting article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, it is not appropriate when
determining whether or not a plan or project s likely to have a significant effect on a site and requires an
appropriate assessment, to take account of measures intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects of the plan or
project on that site. The ruling also concluded that such measures can however be considered during an appropriate
assessment to determine whether a plan or project will have an adverse effect on the integrity of the European site.
Your Authority should have regard to this and may wish to seek its own legal advice to fully understand the
implications of this ruling in this context.

Natural England advises that it is a matter for your Authority to decide whether an appropriate assessment of this
proposal is necessary in light of this ruling. In accordance with the Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations
2017 (as amended), Natural England must be consulted on any appropriate assessment your Authority may decide
to make.

Natural England has not assessed this application for impacts on protected species. Natural England has published

Standing Advice which you can use to assess impacts on protected species or you may wish to consult your own
ecology services for advice.
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Natural England and the Forestry Commission have also published standing advice on angient woodland and veteran
frees which you can use to assess any impacts on ancient woodland.

We recommend referring to our SSSI Impact Risk Zones (available on {agic and as a downloadable gataset) prior to
consultation with Natural England. Further guidance on when to consult Natural England on planning and
development proposals is available on gov.uk at htips:/ Aeerwe. gov.uk/zuidance/iocal-planning-authorities-zet-
erwvirgnmental-advica.

Yours faithfully

Julian Clarke

Consultations

Natural England

Hornbeam House, Electra Way
Crewe Business Park

Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6G)J

We are here to securs 3 heslthy natural srvvironment for people to enjoy, where wildlife s protected and
England’s traditional landscapes are safeguarded for future gensrations,

In an effort to reduce Natural England's carbon footprint, | will, wherever possible, avoid travelling to meetings and
attend via audio, video or web conferencing.

Natural England offers two chargeabls services - the Discrationary Advice Service, which provides pre-
application and post-conssent advice on planning/dicensing proposals (0 developers and consultants, and the
Pre-submission Screening Service for European Protacied Speciss mitigation licence applications. Thess
services help applicants (ake appropriate acoount of snvirenmental considerations at an sarly stage of
project development, reduce unceriainty, the risk of delay and added cost at a later stage, whilst securing
good results for the natural environment.

For further information on the Discretionary Advice Service see hzre
For further information on the Pre-submission Screening Service see herz

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no
authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst
this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural England
systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems
may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
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