Consultation Advice - Building Control

Simon,

I regard to the provision of one or morg staircases an altermnative escape from flats is advisable,
however the Bullding Regulations (FParag 2.20 Approved Document Part B) doss provide for a
singie escape routs whers ceriain provisions are introduced into the design of the building. This
nciudes the internal planning of the flats, the travel distance within the fiat and also inthe
common paris of the building from the flat entrance door o the staircase lobby, Slaircases and
assogiatad obbiss would need 10 have smoke venting by windows or smoke shafts { which may
affect the fenestration), the stairs are 1o be non-combustible with no ancillary space or uses and
within & protecied shall separate from other purpose groups.

The designers fire consuliant wouid provide a fire strategy Tor the building, including passive and
active measuras addrassing means of escape provisions and access for firefighting. We would be
happy to comment on this when available subjact o Arun being the chosen Building Controf Body,

Ragards,
Faul,
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Hi,

We have this application in currently for two blocks of flats above commercial units (35 flats & 3 commercial
units). Our external design adviser has been looking at the plans and has commented that:

I’'m not sure if the two separate buildings now work from a fire safety perspective? At present, each building now has
only 1 means of escape for 5 habitable floors. | think this can work where the escape might be to the roof/ terrace
but my understanding of this is that there would need to be a subsequent escape from the roof. Or, there might be
external stairs for each building (through the void). If there is an opportunity to do so, it might be worth double
checking this with your Building Control team as it has a significant impact on the current scheme.

The plans can be viewed online if need be but could someone advise whether there would be any fire safety
concerns with the proposal from a BC stand point?>

Kind Regards
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