WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATION

TO: Arun District Council
FAO: Jonny Cooper
FROM: WSCC - Highways Authority
DATE: 9 April 2026
LOCATION: 95 Longford Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1AE
SUBJECT: BR/27/26/HH
Dropped kerb and new vehicular access.
DATE OF SITE VISIT: n/a
RECOMMENDATION: Advice

This application has been dealt with in accordance with the Development Control
Scheme protocol for small scale proposals.

This proposal is for a dropped kerb and new vehicular access. The site is located on
Longford Road, a B-classified road subject to a speed restriction of 30 mph.

From inspection of the plans, there are no apparent visibility concerns with the proposed
access point. The proposed access works including relocation of existing bollard would be
subject to a licence obtained through the local WSCC Highway Area Office and constructed
to a specification agreed with the local WSCC Highway Area Engineer.

I note that under current Highway Area Office guidance for Vehicle Crossovers (VCOs),
licences are only granted for accesses with hardstanding depths of at least 4.8m. The
submitted plans demonstrate a hardstanding depth of 3.27m, which is too small to
accommodate a parking space of 2.4m x 4.8m. Therefore, the applicant should be advised
that a licence for the proposed access works is unlikely to be granted.

VCOs have been permitted in the past which are less than the current minimum of 4.8m.
Unfortunately, in some instances this has led to potential issues with cars overhanging
pavements and vehicles undertaking several manoeuvres across a pavement to access a
hardstanding. To ensure this does not occur again, the Highway Area Office no longer
permit any VCOs with less than 4.8m hardstanding depth.

Therefore, whilst no highway safety concerns would be raised for the proposals, the
applicant should be made aware that they are unlikely to be granted a licence for the
proposed access works, as the proposals are contrary to current WSCC Area Office policy.

To conclude, the LHA does not consider that this proposal would have an unacceptable
impact on highway safety or result in ‘severe’ cumulative impacts on the operation of the
highway network, therefore is not contrary to the National Planning Policy Framework
(paragraph 116), and that there are no transport grounds to resist the proposal at planning
stage. However, as mentioned above, the proposals are contrary to Highway Area Office
guidance and as such, is likely to be refused a licence and therefore not implementable.
The granting of planning permission does not guarantee that a vehicle crossover licence
shall be granted because the highway license process considers wider factors than are
considered by the Highway Authority at planning stage

If the LPA are minded to approve the application, the following informative should be
applied:



Vehicle Crossover — Minor Highway Works

The applicant is advised that in addition to obtaining planning permission that they must
also obtain formal approval from the highway authority to carry out the site access works
on the public highway. The granting of planning permission does not guarantee that a
vehicle crossover licence shall be granted because the highway license process considers
wider factors than are considered by the Highway Authority at planning stage. Additional
information about the licence application process can be found at the following web page:
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/highway-network-permits-and
licences/highway-licences/west-sussex-county-council-licences/dropped-kerbs-or-vehicle
crossovers-for-driveways/

Liz Corcoran
West Sussex County Council - Planning Services



Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF
www.arun.gov.uk

To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to
https://lwww1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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Sent: 09 April 2026 17:50

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>
Subject: Response To Application Number BR/27/26/HH at 95 Longford RoadBognor RegisPO21 1AE

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking

links or opening attachments - if you are unsure the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking
or opening.

Please could the attached response be distributed to the relevant case officer.
Regards

Liz Corcoran



Please do not reply directly to this email.

Any formal reconsultation on the application should be directed to

I ot the responding officer can be contacted directly via

email if there are any questions relating to this response.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the persons addressed. If it
has come to you in error please reply to advise us but you should not read it, copy it, show it to
anyone else nor make any other use of its content. West Sussex County Council takes steps to
ensure emails and attachments are virus-free but you should carry out your own checks before

opening any attachment.



