STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Proposed Vahnea Student Residences
18-20 London Road, Bognor Regis

3 October 2018

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) has been prepared in support of an application by
Vahnea Marolda Investments LLP for the construction of up to 104 student residential units above
the existing Wilko store at 18-20 London Road, Bognor Regis.

This SCI sets out the details of the consultation undertaken at the pre-application stage with the
Council and key stakeholders, provides an overview of the comments received and illustrates how
these have been taken into account in the application submission.

2.0 CONSULTATION

The application proposals, as submitted, have been subject to several levels of consultation at both
the community and local authority level, as follows:

q) Pre-Application Meeting with Arun District Council

Following the submission of a pre-application package, which included an overview of the site and
surrounding area as well as an explanation of the aims and objectives for the proposed
development, a pre-application meeting was held with Simon Davis at Arun District Council on 7
March 2017 (PAA/31/17). The officer’s response was generally positive and supportive of the
principle of development, particular in the context of the future increase in the student population
in the town arising from the expansion of the University of Chichester

Following this meeting a formal response was received on 23 March 2017 once again reiterating
the acceptance of the principle of the proposed development in this location and setting out the
officer’s views and providing details of the matters that would need to be addressed in the context
of a planning application. These included:

The principle of development
Design

Neighbour amenity

Refuse storage

Highways, tfransport and parking
Sustainability

Sustainable Construction
Heritage considerations

Light pollution

Noise pollution

The above matters have all been addressed in the planning application submission.
b) Meeting with the Town Cenire Manager

The applicant's Planning Consultant sought advice from the case officer as to appropriate

stakeholders to contact at the pre-application stage. It was recommended that the Town Centre
Manager was briefed on the proposals. In this respect, a meeting was held with Toyubur Rahman
on 13 June 2017. Once again, the feedback from this discussion was generally positive, especially
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in respect of how the proposals could tfie in well with the emerging BID for Bognor Regis town
centre.

c) Public Consultation

Following these initial meetings, the proposals were further developed and refined and a public
consultation was held on Friday 7 July between 16:00 and 20:00 at the Regis Centre in Bognor Regis.
In advance of this an advertising flyer was hand delivered to 1,300 homes and businesses in the
local area (see copy at Appendix 1). The Town Centre Manager also notified all businesses of the
event via email. The Local MP, and all Town and Ward Councillors were formally invited by
individual emails to a preview session as well as the main event.

A copy of the exhibition boards is attached at Appendix 2 to this note. The boards provided an
overview of the proposals including the key aspects of the scheme and the benefits arising from
the proposals. Visitors to the exhibition were asked to leave their views and thoughts on the scheme
via a feedback form. A sample copy is attached at Appendix 3. Approximately 30 residents and
interested parties including Councillors and the local MP attended the event. The vast majority of
those who attended were supportive of the proposals. Of the concerns raised, these related to:

e Fire safety especially in light of the very recent (at that time) Grenfell Tower fire;
e Student parking and on street parking congestion and as result of the proposals;
e Disruption for existing residents in the area.

These are all matters that have been taken on board and addressed in within the application
submission.

d) Press Coverage

On 12 July 2017, an article was published in the Bognor Reis Observer and on their Facebook feed
which provided further publicity of the proposals, and a commentary of the details provided at the
public exhibition.

3.0 ADDRESSING THE FEEDBACK

Since the public consultation, and in working up the proposals to a planning application
submission, the design tfeam has taken on board the comments raised as follows.

The case officer's comments have been incorporated into the application submission and all of the
matters raised as considerations have been addressed, to demonstrate an acceptable scheme.

In terms of the comments raised at the public consultation, the responses to these are as follows:

Comment Response

Fire safety especially in light of the very recent Fire resistant/retardant materials will be used on

(at that time) Grenfell Tower fire the building and the facilities will also include fire
alarms to meet current regulations

Student parking and on street parking It is intfended that the proposals will be car free

congestion and as result of the proposals and students will not be allowed to bring their

cars to the town unless they can demonstrate
that they are eligible for an on-street permit. This
will be monitored by the accommodation
manager and penalties can be imposed if
necessary

Disruption for existing residents in the area Construction activities will be monitored and
controlled through a construction management
plan and appropriate planning conditions
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which will regulate the hours of construction
work. Vehicle movements will be monitored and
managed. The contractor will enter into the
Considerate Contractor Scheme. A site
manager will be available as a point of contact
to address any day-to-day concerns arising.

Once built, the premises will be operated in
accordance with a student management plan,
a draft of which will be submitted with the
application. Any concerns for neighbbouring
residents should be addressed to the on site
warden in the first instance.

It is considered that of the concerns raised through consultation, all have been appropriately
addressed at this stage and mechanisms put in place to ensure that once built, the
accommodation operates effectively.

4.0 CONCLUDING COMMENTS

The above commentary demonstrates that appropriate consultation has been undertaken in the
evolution of the proposals forming the current planning application submission. The feedback
received has been appropriately addressed and the current scheme represents an acceptable
and optimum solution for the site.
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APPENDIX 1
EXHIBITION FLYER
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APPENDIX 2

EXHIBITION BOARD
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4 the proposal
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5 key considerations
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7 benefits for the community
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APPENDIX 3
FEEDBACK FORM
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STUDENT RESIDENTIAL PROPOSALS - LONDON ROAD, BOGNOR REGIS
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Please tell us whether you are interested in this scheme because you are (Please tick as appropriate):

A student
A parent of a student
Live in the town
Work in the fown

A visitor

Other (please state):

2. Do you think that the town needs more student accommodation?¢ (Please circle):
Yes/No

3. Do vyou think that this is the right location for more student accommodation (please circle):
Yes/No

If no, where would you prefere

4. Do you think that additional students will be of benefit fo the town centre, (please circle), and if so, how?
Yes/No

How?e

5. In addition to the questions above, please provide any further comments you have on the scheme which
you think we should take into account when preparing a planning application:

Thank you for your contribution to this public consultation exercise.

It would be helpful for us to see where different comments come from, so please could you record your
postcode below. You may remain anonymous if you wish.

Name/Organisation:

Address:

Postcode:
Telephone:
Email:

We would like to reassure you that your personal details will only be used for the purpose of this public
consultation and, in accordance with the Data Protection Act, will not be passed to any third party unless we
have your permission to do so by law.
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