Date: 01 December 2020
Ourref: 335526
Your ref: BR/190/20/0UT

Arun District Council

Customer Services

Civic Centre HornbeamHouse
Maltravers Road Crewe Business Park
Littlehampton Electra Way

West Sussex SLee“;iire

BN17 5LF CW16GJ

BY EMAIL ONLY

Dear Amy Myer

Planning consultation: Outline application with all matters reserved for up to 10 No. new dwellings
with associated services, landscaping, car parking & amenity (resubmission following
BR/49/19/0UT).

Location: 26 Burnham Avenue, Bognor Regis PO21 2JU

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 25 November 2020 which was received by
Natural England on the same date.

Natural England notes that your authority, as competent authority, has undertaken an appropriate
assessment of the proposal, in accordance with regulation 63 of the Conservation of Species and
Habitats Regulations 2017 (as amended). Natural England is a statutory consultee on the
appropriate assessment stage of the Habitats Regulations Assessment process, and acompetent
authority should have regard to Natural England’s advice.

Your appropriate assessment concludes that your authority is not able to ascertain that the proposal
will not result in adverse effects on the integrity of any of the European sites in question. Having
considered the assessment, and the measures proposed to mitigate for any adverse effects, Natural
England concurs with the conclusion you have drawn that it is not possible to ascertain that the
proposal will not result in adverse effects on site integrity. Natural England advises that the proposal
does not provide enough information and/or certainty to enable adverse effects on site integrity to
be ruled out.

Regulation 63 states that a competent authority may agree to a plan or project only after having
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the European site, subject to the
exceptional tests set out in regulation 64 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2017 (as amended). As the conclusion of your Habitats Regulations Assessment states that it
cannot be ascertained that the proposal will not adversely affect the integrity of the European site,
your authority cannot permit the proposal unless it passes the tests of regulation 64; that is that
there are no alternatives and the proposal must be carried out for imper ative reasons of overriding
public interest. Your authority may now wish to consider the exceptional tests set out within
regulation 64. Specific guidance about these tests can be found at:

hitosJwww gov.ul/government/oublications/habitats - and-wild-birds-directives-guidance-gn-the-

application-of ~ariicle-8-4

If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter please contact me on 07554115631 or
amy.croombs@naturalengland.org.uk

Yours sincerely

Amy Croombs
Lead Adviser — Sustainable Development

Page 1 of2

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL BR/231/20/PD



Page 2 of2

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL BR/231/20/PD



