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BR/144/26/PL – Request to Reconsider Biodiversity Net Gain Validation Requirement 

 

 

 

Dear Ms Walby, 

Re: BR/144/26/PL – 13 Normanton Avenue, Bognor Regis, PO21 2TU 

Thank you for your letter dated 18 August 2026 regarding the outstanding validation 

requirements for the above application. 

I would be grateful if the Council could reconsider the requirement for the 

Biodiversity Net Gain Metric and associated BNG information in light of the changes 

to the statutory BNG exemptions which came into effect on 6 August 2026. 

The current Government guidance states that, from 6 August 2026, mandatory 

Biodiversity Net Gain does not apply to planning applications for developments where 

the site area within the red-line boundary is 0.2 hectares or below, subject to the 

exception where onsite priority habitat is negatively impacted. 

This application was submitted and received by the Council on 6 August 2026. 

The site is substantially below the 0.2-hectare threshold. The Small Sites Metric 

prepared for the site records approximately 450 m² (0.045 hectares) of area 

habitat/site coverage assessed within the metric. 

The site comprises an established residential property with developed/sealed surfaces, 

modified domestic grassland and individual trees. The proposals retain the mature 

TPO oak, and the information prepared for the application does not identify any 

irreplaceable habitat as being affected. 

In these circumstances, I would be grateful if you could confirm whether 

BR/144/26/PL qualifies for the 0.2-hectare BNG exemption applicable to 

applications made from 6 August 2026 and, consequently, whether the BNG Metric 

and associated BNG validation information can be removed from the outstanding 

validation requirements. 

If the Council considers that the exemption does not apply, I would appreciate it if you 

could explain the basis for that conclusion, including whether the Council considers 

that any onsite priority habitat would be negatively impacted by the proposed 

development. 

I would be grateful if this could be considered before I incur any further costs or 

undertake additional work in relation to the BNG requirement. 

Kind regards, 

Abdul Khail 

Tescon Development Limited 
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Sent from my iPhone 

 

On 18 Aug 2026, at 11:51, planning.responses@arun.gov.uk wrote: 
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