
 

 
Thank you for your internet representation made on 24th August 2026 which has been recorded as an
objection with the comments as follows:
 
OWPC86091
 
Dear Sir or Madam,
 
I write on behalf of Lordsdale Estates Ltd, an established Adult Gaming Centre operator in Bognor Regis, to
object to the proposed change of use of 58 High Street from a betting shop to an Adult Gaming Centre.
 
We recognise that the premises already has a gambling-related use and that planning decisions should not be
based upon commercial competition or whether there is "demand" for another gambling premises. Our
objection concerns the cumulative impact of another dedicated AGC upon the character, diversity and vitality
of Bognor Regis town centre.
 
Bognor Regis is a relatively small town with a compact commercial centre. There is already a particularly high
concentration of gambling premises in and immediately around High Street. Existing gambling premises
include Cassino AGC at 47 High Street, Betfred at 50 High Street and Ladbrokes at 52 High Street, with
further gambling and amusement premises within a short walking distance.
 
The proposed Merkur Slots at 58 High Street would therefore further concentrate gambling-related uses within
a remarkably short section of the town centre.
 
A healthy and sustainable High Street should provide a diverse mixture of shops, services, leisure uses and
other businesses which appeal to a broad cross-section of residents and visitors. We are concerned that
allowing another dedicated AGC in this location would further reduce the diversity of uses and reinforce a
concentration of gambling premises within this part of Bognor Regis.
 

24th August 2026

Case Officer: Hebe Smith
Telephone: 01903 737626
Email: hebe.smith@arun.gov.uk

morelli
20 lennox street
bognor regis
po21 1na

Dear Sir/Madam,

Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015

Application No: BR/141/26/PL

Site Address: 58 High Street Bognor Regis   PO21 1SP

Description of works: Change of use of a betting shop (Sui Generis) to an adult gaming centre (Sui
Generis). This application is in CIL Zone 4 (Zero Rated) as other development.
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An AGC is also operationally different from a traditional betting shop. Its principal purpose is continuous
gaming-machine play and it can potentially attract different patterns and durations of customer attendance.
The Council should therefore assess the actual nature and intensity of the proposed use rather than regard it
simply as a continuation of the previous betting-shop operation.
 
We also ask the Council to consider carefully the proposed opening hours, particularly if extended or 24-hour
operation is intended. Late-night operation could have implications for the character and amenity of this part
of the town centre and should be considered alongside neighbouring businesses and any nearby residential
accommodation.
 
The proposed shopfront and illuminated signage should also be considered in the context of the cumulative
visual effect of gambling premises in this short section of High Street.
 
This objection is not an attempt to restrict legitimate competition. As an existing AGC operator, we understand
that each application must be determined on its own merits. However, our experience of operating in Bognor
Regis also gives us a practical understanding of the local town centre and the existing level of gambling
provision.
 
We respectfully ask Arun District Council to consider whether converting another prominent High Street unit
into a dedicated Adult Gaming Centre is consistent with maintaining the diversity, vitality, character and long-
term attractiveness of Bognor Regis town centre, particularly given the existing concentration of gambling-
related uses in the immediate vicinity.
 
For these reasons, we respectfully object to planning application BR/141/26/PL.
 
Unfortunately, it is not possible for the council to respond to comments on planning applications but your
views as made above will be considered before the application is determined.
 
Please be aware that Planning Services operate an 'open file' policy and will publish your comments
including your name and address on the website. The website is updated once a day in the evening so it may
take up to 24 hours for it appear on there. Please make sure that you have only provided information that you
are happy will be published in this way.  If you have  supplied information belonging to a third party, you must
make sure you have their permission to do so.  If you do not wish your comments to appear on the website or
on the file you will  need to confirm this  by emailing to planning@arun.gov.uk and I will arrange for it to be
destroyed although this means that  the content will then be disregarded. 
 
The majority of applications are determined under delegated powers by officers. Further information on the
decision making process can be found on the website at :https://www.arun.gov.uk/what-happens-next.
 
Some applications will be determined by the Planning Committee, and I shall write and inform you of the date
of the meeting and the procedures for public speaking if this is the case. However,  if your representation has
been received after the agenda for the meeting has been finalised and the notifications have been generated,
you will not receive notification. In this case, you will need to track the progress of the application on the
council's website https://www.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-search 
 
Any comments that are received after the agenda has been finalised  will  be separately reported to the
members of the Planning Committee.
 
Regardless of how the application is determined I will notify you of the decision.
 
Yours sincerely
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Neil Crowther
Group Head of Planning
 
For details of how the Council will deal with your data please refer to our privacy notices on the website
https://www.arun.gov.uk/privacy-policy/ 
 
If you have provided an email address, all correspondence including the decision notice will be sent by email.
It is therefore important that you keep us informed if this changes during the course of this application.
 
To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area, please go to
https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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