Statement of Significance of Barnham Court

Central to modern planning policy for heritage is the concept of significance. This is defined
in the NPPF as ‘the value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its
heritage interest.’ In short, the more important the asset, the greater the weight that
should be given to its conservation.

It is should be noted that this not an assessment of the interior and plan form of the manor
house but is a more general statement. It is a high-level assessment and as proposals
evolve, each respective application will be accompanied by a more detailed assessment, if
required.

As a listed building, the significance of Barnham Court is already acknowledged in the
national context. Grade | listed buildings are described by Historic England as being of
‘exceptional importance’.

Historic England advises that significance is the sum of the heritage values. These values,
defined as Evidential, Historical, Aesthetic, and Communal derive from charters published
by the International Council on Monuments and Sites. More recently, the NPPF (June 2019)
updated these values which now include archaeological interest; architectural and artistic
interest; and historic interest (including communal value).

Archaeological interest: This is where the archaeological interest in a heritage asset holds,
or potentially holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert investigation at some
point.

The historical overview reveals that the building and site retains archaeological evidence of
the former manor, elements of its fabric and former buildings within the estate. Although a
replacement for a former manor house, it retains archaeological interest as a standing
building including in its plan form, architectural detailing and materials.

Architectural and artistic interest: This is defined as the interest in the design and general
aesthetics of a place which can arise from conscious design or fortuitously from the way the
heritage asset has evolved. More specifically, architectural interest is an interest in the art
or science of the design, construction, craftsmanship and decoration of buildings and
structures of all types. Artistic interest is an interest in other human creative skill, like
sculpture.

Barnham Court, being one of the few surviving and largely intact Artisan Mannerist
buildings clearly possesses architectural and historic interest. It is one of a family of
buildings including Kew Palace and The Old Rectory, Hamworthy and its associations with
the architects and/or builders and craftsmen who built Kew Palace is an important
connection.

It is clearly a building of great importance to the special architectural interest of the
Barnham Conservation Area.
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Historic interest: This is defined as an interest in past lives and events (including pre-
historic). Heritage assets can illustrate or be associated with them. Heritage assets with
historic interest not only provide a material record of our nation’s history, but can also
provide meaning for communities derived from their collective experience of a place and
can symbolise wider values such as faith and cultural identity.

The historic overview demonstrates that the building is not only significant for its
architectural appearance but also its association with peerage and their estates. Its special
historic interest is of a high level and of importance not only due to its fabric but also its role
within the conservation area.

These values indicate a high significance for Barnham Court and its grounds. This comes
with the caveat that with the overall assessment, it is evident that not all of the component
parts of the building and grounds enjoy the same level of significance. In such cases, this is
acceptable and they follow the hierarchy and order of the architectural language of the
building and functions of spaces around. In some cases it may be inappropriate to elevate
those parts/areas but there is room for improvement and positive interventions that would
not harm significance or cause harm.
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