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2 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

 

In order to achieve a +10% biodiversity net gain for area-based habitats, the unit deficit must be compensated for. The current unit deficit is 2.47 units, 

including at least 2.36 traditional orchard units, to satisfy trading rules. 

 

The current landscaping proposal generates a net gain of linear-based habitat units (+11.24). Trading rules have been satisfied. 

In order to achieve the required net gain in biodiversity as a result of the proposed development, the provision of additional or alternative landscaping 

should be explored and the proposed plans amended accordingly to achieve a net gain on site. The provisioning of additional landscaping should first be 

considered within the site boundary. 

 

However, given that the baseline traditional orchard has been cleared, compensating with landscape changes will not generate sufficient units to 

compensate the unit deficit. Therefore, off-site offsetting will be required. Specifically, 2.47 area-based units (with the specific trading requirements as 

listed above), will need to be purchased from a suitable habitat bank. 

A Biodiversity Gain Plan (BGP) and Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) are required for most sites. This should include recommendations 

for the implementation, management and monitoring of the site for at least 30 years to ensure that biodiversity net gain is delivered.  

 

These additional requirements can only be actioned following the finalisation of the BNG assessment. 
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“Where unauthorised degradation of the onsite habitat has taken place on the land between 30 January 2020 and the date of relevant 

date, the biodiversity pre-development value of the onsite habitat should be calculated as the biodiversity value of the habitat on the date 

immediately before the carrying out of these degradation activities. The relevant date should therefore be set as a date immediately before 

these activities. Unauthorised degradation of onsite habitat is any degradation which is not in accordance with a previous planning 

permission.” 

 

Given this, the baseline habitats are assumed from the aerial imagery.  

 

The condition of the traditional orchard has been inferred using a previous and recent ecology survey. A previous Ecological Impact 

Assessment by Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology (2022), included a site visit from 2021 which provided some insights into the historic 

condition, as well as information from the section of retained orchard from Arbtech (2024) PEA site visit. 

Irreplaceable 

Habitat 

Statement 

No irreplaceable habitats as listed under the Biodiversity Gain Requirements (Irreplaceable Habitat) Regulations (2024) are currently 

present nor were present before 30th January 2020. 

Metric 

Version and 

Publication 

Date 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool first published 29th November 2023 with last updates to metric tools and user guides on 3rd 

July 2025. 

BNG Target 

Uplift 
+10% 

National 

Character 

Area (NCA) 

126 - South Coast Plain 
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half has not been mown in the last few months, with a continuous 

sward height of 70 cm. 

 

The lower half used to be regularly ploughed as part of a small 

allotment, which current aerial photographs from online sources 

would show. There is also some re-growth of rhubarb within this 

long-grass area. 

Modified grassland 0.0613 

The grassland has been mown in the last few months, much of the 

grass had not been collected and is left in situ which creates a 

smothering layer that would suppress many herb species and assist 

in creating a very rank grassland.  

Poor: fails essential 

criteria. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Grassland; low 

distinctiveness’ habitat 

type condition 

assessment sheet 

Low Strategic 

Significance 

Traditional orchards 0.4446 

As information on the orchard could not be confirmed, assumptions 

are made using the Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology (2022) 

report. 

 

An overview of the historic tree condition, and beneath grassland 

condition is included below from the 2022 Ecological Impact 

Assessment, with a condition assessment in Appendix 5a. 

 

Poor: passes 3 or fewer 

criteria. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Orchard’ habitat type 

condition assessment 

sheet  

High Strategic 

Significance 



Eastmere Paddocks Limited                                                                                                            Hill View and Wayside, Eastergate Lane, West Sussex, PO20 3SJ 

8 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

The central portion of the site is formed of semi-improved grassland 

which appeared regularly maintained. The sward height was c. 10 cm 

at the time of survey and consisted of coarse grasses such as 

cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) with mostly common forbs such as 

ground ivy (Glechoma hederacea) and selfheal (Prunella vulgaris). 

Frequency of white clover and coarse grasses suggest this habitat is 

of poor quality, but just sufficiently diverse and likely lacking in 

nutrient inputs to be considered more than improved grassland. Very 

narrow margins with a longer sward are present to the edges of the 

site. The habitat continues underneath the orchard trees. 

 

The trees within the orchard are believed to be relatively old; almost 

all contain cavities and other features, and a large number have been 

severely damaged by rabbits. The deadwood features may provide 

habitat for UK BAP priority deadwood-dependant invertebrate 

species such as the noble chaffer (Gnorimus nobilis). The grassland 

beneath is of low ecological value, lacking in structure and 

dominated by coarse grasses. 

Individual tree 0.4370 
There are 21 small trees, 3 medium trees, 2 large trees, and 3 very 

large trees across the site.  

Good: passes 6 of 6 

criteria. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Individual Trees’ 

Medium 

Strategic 

Significance 
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habitat type condition 

assessment sheet 

Linear-Based Habitats (B-1) 

Habitat Length (km) Description Condition Assessment 
Strategic 

Significance 

Native hedgerow 0.066 
There is a native hedgerow which divides the west and eastern half 

of the site. See detailed description within the PEA. 

Moderate: Scores 2. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Hedgerow’ habitat type 

condition assessment 

sheet 

Low Strategic 

Significance 

Non-native and 

ornamental 

hedgerow 

0.058 

Other hedgerows around the site are dominantly non-native species. 

This includes hedgerows that form part of an adjacent garden 

situated in the middle of the site, as well as hedgerows on the 

northeastern boundary that is adjacent to another garden. See 

detailed description within the PEA. 

Habitat condition pre-

determined as ‘N/A’ as 

detailed within the 

Statutory Biodiversity 

Low Strategic 

Significance 
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Vegetated garden 0.3648 Areas of newly proposed vegetated garden. 

Habitat condition pre-

determined as ‘N/A’ as 

detailed within the 

Statutory Biodiversity 

Condition Assessment 

Supplement 

Low 

Strategic 

Significance 

Modified 

grassland 
0.0626 

Areas along access roads will be maintained as modified 

grassland used for tree planting. 

Poor: fails essential 

criteria. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Grassland; low 

distinctiveness’ habitat 

type condition 

assessment sheet 

Low 

Strategic 

Significance 

Individual trees 0.0407 
10 scattered trees proposed around the areas of modified 

grassland. 

Moderate: passes 3 of 6 

criteria. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Individual Trees’ 

Medium 

Strategic 

Significance 

En
ha

nc
ed

 (A
-

3)
 Traditional 

orchards 
0.0732 

Section of retained traditional orchard will be enhanced to 

moderate condition by improving the grassland at the base to an 

other neutral grassland, and also introducing restorative pruning 

regime. 

Moderate: passes 4 

criteria. 

 

High 

Strategic 

Significance 
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Assessed using the 

‘Orchard’ habitat type 

condition assessment 

sheet 

 

Linear-Based Habitats 

 
Habitat Length (km) Description Condition Assessment 

Strategic 

Significance  

Re
ta

in
ed

 (B
-1

) 

Native hedgerow 0.056 Mostly retained with a small section being lost to the access road. 

Moderate: Scores 2. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Hedgerow’ habitat type 

condition assessment 

sheet 

Low 

Strategic 

Significance 

Non-native and 

ornamental 

hedgerow 

0.057 Fully retained. 

Habitat condition pre-

determined as ‘N/A’ as 

detailed within the 

Statutory Biodiversity 

Low 

Strategic 

Significance 

Cr
ea

te
d 

(B
-2

)  

Native hedgerow 0.04 
Section of native hedgerow will be planted along the site 

boundary to compensate the small loss. 

Moderate: Scores 2. 

 

Assessed using the 

‘Hedgerow’ habitat type 

Low 

Strategic 

Significance 
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condition assessment 

sheet 
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Appendix 1: Baseline Habitat Plan 
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Appendix 2: Post-Development Habitat Plan 
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Appendix 4: Headline BNG Results 

  

 

 

 

 





Eastmere Paddocks Limited                                                                                                            Hill View and Wayside, Eastergate Lane, West Sussex, PO20 3SJ 

23 
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

B 

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 

cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creating microclimates 

which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to 

live and breed.  

 Y   

C 

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total 

grassland area. (Some scattered scrub such as bramble Rubus 

fruticosus agg. may be present). 

 

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover 

should be classified as the relevant scrub habitat type. 

 Y   

D 

Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland 

area. Examples of physical damage include excessive poaching, 

damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high 

levels of access, or any other damaging management activities. 

 Y   

E  

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including 

localised areas (for example, a concentration of rabbit 

warrens)2. 

 Y   

F Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%. 

 Y   
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B 

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 

cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creating microclimates 

which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates to 

live and breed.  

 Y   

C 

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total 

grassland area. (Some scattered scrub such as bramble Rubus 

fruticosus agg. may be present). 

 

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover 

should be classified as the relevant scrub habitat type. 

 Y   

D 

Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland 

area. Examples of physical damage include excessive poaching, 

damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by high 

levels of access, or any other damaging management activities. 

 Y   

E  

Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including 

localised areas (for example, a concentration of rabbit 

warrens)2. 

 Y   

F Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20%. 

 Y   
























