CONSULTEE RESPONSE (Council’s Arboriculturist)

Date of inspection: 22" April 2026

Case Officer: Jonny Cooper

Reference: BN/40/26/T

Location: 84 Farnhurst Road, Barnham, PO22 0JW

Proposal: Crown reduction to 1no. oak (T1) to leave a height of 15m, southerly spread

of 6m, easterly spread of 7m, westerly and northerly spreads of 5.5m.

Reasons: Containment due to proximity to building, maintaining a balanced and natural shape.

Comments on Application:

T1 is a subject of preservation order Eastergate No.1/70, T33.

Pedunculate oak / Quercus robur Height: 15-20m  Radial spread: 5-10m  Age class: Mature

From roadside and public open space (restricted views) this tree appears to be in a fine physiological state

and assumed to be so in the absence of any evidence provided or statement made to the contrary.

It is prominent and dominating over adjacent properties. There is some evidence of historic large branch
reduction, although not obviously applied across the crown or at top-height. As such, the crown appears

visually impressive.

The agent proposes only a slight reduction of 1-2metres on all aspects, thereby keeping wound size

relatively small and achieving a balanced crown profile.
Conclusions:
This is an important tree in the landscape and of an age which demands careful management.

The proposed work has been justified on arboricultural grounds and should not incur undue harm to the

tree or loss of visual amenity if undertaken to a high standard and at an appropriate time of year.
Recommendation:

We grant consent for this application subject to the following condition:

Condition 1

Part a) Where whole branches are to be removed and final cuts made close to the trunk or branch union
they are to be made as shown in Figure 2 of BS3998:2010

Part b) Where branches are to be shortened back the final cuts are to be made at the correct angle shown
in BS3998:2010 and adjacent to a live bud or lateral.



Part c) Where crown reduction work has occurred previously, the removal of subsequent growth (shoots

and branches) and position of final cuts must ensure retention of all established knuckles.

Reasons: In the interest of the tree’s continued health and vitality and to accord with current industry

guidelines and sound arboricultural practice.

- See also the standard pruning guidance notes issued with the consent letter
Informative:

Hard pruning creates numerous and/or large wounds, incurring a physiological stress which may affect
long-term health and vitality. The optimum time for pruning deciduous oak trees is late spring to summer
(May to August). Winter months when the trees are dormant is the traditional season for such work and

certainly much less harmful than undertaking during spring or autumn, which should be avoided.

Mark Warwick
Tree Officer

Environment and Climate Change



BRITISH STANDARD BS 3998:2010

Figure 2 Positlons of final cuts

Rig

N (d]

a) Recommended (R} b) Mot recommended (N}
Key

1 Branch bark ridges

z Branch collar

Ria) Cut where branch collar and branch bark ridge are apparent

Rik} Cut where neither branch bark ridge nor branch collar are apparent

Ric) Position fior end-cut in crown reduction - maximum size of cut in relation to size of lateral branch
Nia) Cut too close (removing the branch collar and cutting into the bark branch ridge)

Nk} Cut too close (injuring parent stem in the crotch and too steeply angled)

Nicid)  Cuttoo far out, leaving a stub (but see C.2, Note 2 for exceptions)

Nia) Incorrect end cut (made beyond a branch that is too small, but see 7.2.4 regarding groups of branches,
rather than one branch of a required size)

........... Recommended out
———- Mot recommended cut
I:l Basal flare of the branch that does not show a distinct collar or ridge

NOTE The optimum position and angle of the end-cut cannot be exactly prescribed, as branch unions vary
considerably in their conformation.




BRITISH 5TANDARD

Figure 4 Diagrammatic illustration of crown reduction
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a) Before crown reduction, showing material to be removed

b) After crown reduction




PL- Consultation- Tree Officer response

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd
Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF
www.arun.gov.uk

To register to receive notification of planning applications in your area please go to https://www1.arun.gov.uk/planning-application-finder
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From: Mark Warwick <Mark.Warwick@arun.gov.uk>

Sent: 27 April 2026 16:55

To: Planning.Responses <Planning.Responses@arun.gov.uk>
Cc: Jonny Cooper <Jonny.Cooper@arun.gov.uk>

Subject: BN/40/26/T

Please find attached my report for your consideration.
Regards,

Mark Warwick

Tree Officer, Environment and Climate Change

Arun District Council, Civic Centre, Maltravers Rd

Littlehampton, West Sussex, BN17 5LF
www.arun.gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCIL
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