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Technical Note in Support of an Application on Land Associated with Tars Farm Church
Lane Barnham PO22 0DB
Erection of 4 Houses

1. Introduction

1.1. Following a request for further information, this technical note has been produced
to support of the above application which has been submitted to Arun District
Council under reference BN/39/20/PL.

1.2. The application is for 4 dwellings, to be served from an existing access onto Church
Lane, a rural unclassified public highway.

1.3. Following a positive pre-application process with WSCC , the submitted planning
application was supported with a comprehensive Transport Statement which
addressed the highway implications of the proposal, and this was considered by
West Sussex County Council as highway authority.

1.4. In reviewing the TS, WSCC requested further clarification with regard to the
recorded traffic speeds on Church Lane contained within the TS, together with
drawings that showed the required visibility splays and the maximum visibility
splays achievable.

2. Traffic Survey and Speeds
2.1. A detailed traffic speed and volume survey was undertaken prior to the submission
of a transport pre-application the application the results of which are included with
Appendix 1.
2.2. It should be noted that during this survey the majority of the weather was fine and
dry, some wet weather was experienced. The recorded traffic speeds have

therefore been based on dry weather and no reduction has taken place for wet
weather speeds.
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2.3. Recorded speeds and volumes are shown below.

=

North Bound 26.6 mph 34 vehicles 23 vehicles 248 vehicles
South Bound 28 mph 22 vehicles 27 vehicles 239 vehicles

2.4. The Traffic Survey data is attached as Appendix 1 to this report.

3. Visibility Splays

3.1. Advice on providing visibility at new or existing junctions is provided within Manual
for Streets and more recently in Manual for Streets 2.

3.2. MfS2 in paragraph 10.2.5 provides the basic formula for calculating sight stopping
distance where SSD = vt + V2/2 (d+0.1a). Utilising the above formula and applying
this to a SSD calculator, visibility Y distances of 36.0m are required to the north and
39.0m to the south.

3.3. With regard to X distances, paragraph 10.5.8 recommends that a minimum X
distance of 2.0m may be considered in some slow speed situations when flows on
the minor arm are low. It states that the ability for drivers and cyclists to see any
overhanging vehicle from a reasonable distance and to manoeuvre around it
without undue difficulty should be considered. More importantly MfS2 also states
“This also applies in lightly trafficked rural lanes.”

3.4. Drawings numbered NJC-001 and NJC-002 are attached as Appendix 2 to this note,
together with extracts from the SSD Calculator. NJC-001 shows the available
visibility splays based on an X distance of 2.0m whilst NJC-002 shows these utilising
a 2.4m X distance.

3.5. The use of a 2.0m X distance in this instance has previously been accepted by WSCC
when commenting on an application for dwelling(s) at the nearby Cottage Piggeries
under reference BN/19/18/PL. When considering the access, WSCC stated “Church
Lane is lightly trafficked and as such the LHA would accept a reduced X distance
splay taken 2.0m back from the edge of the carriageway.”

3.6. Drawing NJC-001 shows achievable Y distances of 36.0m to the south and 39.0m to
the north, with a maximum splay of 54.4m in the more critical northern direction.

3.7. Drawing NJC-002 shows splays using a 2.4m X distance with 38.8m achievable to the
south, when measured 1.0m into the carriageway which is the maximum

achieavable. To the north, the 36.0m can be easily achieved with a maximum splay
of 52.9 being obtainable.
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3.8.

The drawings provided show the required splays contained within land that is either
owned/controlled by the applicant or considered to be public highway and as such
the drawings demonstrate that the required visibility can be accommodated in
accordance with MfS2 advice.

4. Access

4.1.

As a by-product of this planning application the overall access to Tars Farm will be
improved thus facilitating movements of farm vehicles and deliveries.

It is likely that it will take the form of a simple splayed access rather than a bell
mouth junction. The final design of the access will be agreed with the Highway
Authority post planning and any works will be covered by a suitable license issued
by the LHA.

5. Conclusion

5.1. This technical note has been produced to respond to the clarifications raised by the

LHA following consultation on a proposal for 4 additional dwellings at Tars Farm,
Church Lane.

5.2. Traffic speed and volume data has been provided which confirms Church Lane is a

5.3.

5.4.

Nick Cul

lightly trafficked rural road with speed data at the levels expected for a road of this
type.

As requested, drawings have been produced showing visibility splay requirements
using both 2.0m and 2.4m X distance with their appropriate Y distances.

It is therefore considered that the available visibility achievable, fully accords with

the advice contained in MfS2, and that the development will not result in any
demonstrable harm to highway safety.

hane. August 2020
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Appendix 1

ATC Speed and Volume Data
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Appendix 2

Visibility Splay Diagrams and SSD Calculator extracts
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