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Oldlands farm, Bognor Regis statement updated 

A total of 43 of 46 test pits were observed across the site. Lithology along with any archaeological 

remains was recorded. The general sequence that was observed in the field to the west (the area 

evaluated by Cotswolds) showed the subsoil to be difficult to distinguish from the underlying 

brickearth in such small holes. However the presence of  artefacts at a consistent depth of 0.60m 

below ground level determines the level of the archaeological horizon across much of this area. A 

small stakehole was recorded in TP24. This contained burnt flint at 0.50m below ground level. The 

limits of this area of higher, drier ground is defined by TP’s 25, 35, 38 which were located along the 

western edge of the field boundary that divides the area. 

In the field to the north-west (TP 1-14) a similar sequence was observed and again the subsoil was 

difficult to distinguish from the brickearth. The subsoil in this area may be up to a depth of 1.20m 

but a more realistic range is likely to be between 0.60 and 0.80m. No archaeological features were 

observed although fire-cracked flint was recorded in TP13. 

Alluvial deposits were recorded in the test pits to a maximum depth of 2.30m, but the base of these 

deposits was not always reached as the lower unit was too wet and sandy leading to the hole 

collapsing (see table below for the depths of both the subsoil and the alluvium). The alluvium was 

recorded in all test pits to the east, proximate to the railway line. The field boundary that divides 

these fields is seemingly the limit of the deepest alluvial deposition. The alluvial deposits themselves  

were highly oxidised and had a low organic content with occasional reed remains visible where they 

contact with the underlying chalk deposits. In some areas this lower unit transitioned to a laminated 

sand indicative of tidal mud flats/creek environments. 

The area to the south-west has demonstrated that archaeological remains lie at a maximum depth of 

0.80m and a minimum depth of 0.40m below ground level. Although no artefacts or features were 

recorded to the north there is potential for archaeology to be present which may lie between 0.60m-

0.80m below ground level. The area to the east in both the northern and southern parts of the site 

lies within a floodplain with extensive alluvial deposits. No cut features were observed during the 

test pitting in the floodplain area and only occasional burnt flint was recorded in the alluvium.  

The areas closest to the farmhouse and derelict barns demonstrated made ground layers, buried 

asbestos and former farmyard surfaces. It was also clear that the edges of the floodplain have been 

levelled up along the field boundary edge. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL BE/73/14/PL



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TP_no topsoil base subsoil base base of alluvium Deposit bottomed? 

1 0.5 1.0   

2 0.8 1.3   

3 0.3 0.9 1.8  

4 0.35 0.65   

5 0.4 1.00   

6 0.3  1.7  

7 0.4 0.7   

8 0.4 1.9   

9 0.3  1.5  

10 0.4 0.8   

11 0.3 0.8   

12 0.25 0.6 2.2  

13 0.3 0.6   

14 0.4 0.9   

15 0.25 

 

2 n 

16 0.3 
 

2.1 
 

17 0.3 

 

1.5 n 

18 0.25 

 

3.6 n 

19 0.3 
 

3.3 
 

20 0.3 0.4 

  
21 0.3 

 

2.5 n 

22 0.3 0.5 
  

23 0.3 

 

2.6 

 
24 0.3 0.5 

  
25 0.3 

 
2.3 

 
26 0.3 

 

2.5 n 

26a 0.3 

 

1.8 n 

27 0.25 0.6 
  

28 0.35 0.5 

  
29 0.25 

 

2.7 

 
30 0.3 

 
3.5 n 

31 0.2 0.7 

  
32 0.3 0.5 

  
34 0.25 

 
1.7 n 

35 0.3 0.55 

  
37 0.3 0.7 

  
38 0.34 

 
2.4 

 
39 0.25 

 

2.4 

 
40 0.1 

 

1.9 n 

41 0.3 0.8 
  

42 0.2 

   
43 0.3 

 

2.6 

 
44 0.2 

 
1 

 
46 0.2 1.6 

 

Asbestos!!!! 
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