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LIABILITIES: 

Whilst every effort has been made to guarantee the accuracy of this report, it should be noted that living animals 

and plants are capable of migration/establishing, and whilst such species may not have been located during the 

survey duration, their presence may be found on a site at a later date.  

 

This report provides a snapshot of the species that were present at the time of the survey only and does not consider 

seasonal variation. Furthermore, where access is limited or the site supports habitats which are densely vegetated 

only dominant species maybe recorded. 

 

The recommendations contained within this document are based on a reasonable timeframe between 

the completion of the survey and the commencement of any works. If there is any delay between the 

commencement of works that may conflict with timeframes laid out within this document or have the potential to 

allow the ingress of protected species, a suitably qualified ecologist should be consulted. 

 

It is the duty of care of the landowner/developer to act responsibly and comply with current environmental 

legislation if protected species are suspected or found prior to or during works. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 The Ecology Partnership was commissioned by Henry Adams to undertake a 

Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment to discharge Condition 31 (BE/81/20/OUT) 

for Phase 3 at Chalcroft Nurseries, Chalcraft Lane, West Bersted, PO21 5TS, hereafter 

referred to as the ‘site’ (Figure 1).  

 

Condition 31  

 

“Prior to the commencement of the development, details of biodiversity enhancement measures 

and biodiversity net gain to achieve a minimum of 10% in accordance with the requirements 

of the Environment Act 2021 for each phase of the development, shall be submitted to and 

approved by the local planning authority in writing. The development shall thereafter be carried 

out in accordance with these approved details.” 

 

1.2 The site is surrounded by arable fields to the north and west, a cemetery to the south 

and residential to the east. The extent of the site is shown in Figure 1 below.  

 
Figure 1: Site red line boundary. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1 The Statutory Biodiversity Metric was used to calculate biodiversity losses and gains 

for habitats within the site. The metric is included as a separate excel document 

(Appendix 1) and underpins the Environment Bill’s provisions for mandatory BNG in 

England. 

 

2.2 The metric uses habitat as a proxy for wider biodiversity with different habitat types 

scoring different values according to their relative biodiversity value and dependent 

on the condition and location of the habitat, to calculate ‘biodiversity units’.  

 

2.3 The site was surveyed on 17th August 2023 by surveyors Eddie Selwyn BSc (Hons) MSc 

ACIEEM and Natasha Wilson BSc (Hons). The surveyors identified the habitats 

present, following the UK Habitat classification system (UKHab V2). The site was 

surveyed on foot and the existing habitats and land uses were recorded on an 

appropriately scaled map.  

 

3.0 RESULTS 

 

Habitat Baseline 

 

3.1 The baseline habitats are shown in Table 1 and Figure 2 below.  

 

Table 1: Habitat Breakdown – Baseline 

Habitat type Area (ha) Condition 

Developed land; sealed surface 0.5501 N/A - other 

Tall forbs 0.0016 Moderate 

Modified grassland 0.2571 Good 

Modified grassland 0.0175 Poor 

Small individual tree 0.0041 Good 

Total Area (excluding trees) 0.8263  
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Figure 3: Proposed habitat plan 

 

3.3 The development will result in a net gain of +11.46% habitat units and the trading rules 

have been satisfied (Figure 4).  

 
Figure 4: Headline Results 
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Biodiversity Enhancement Measures 

 

3.1 To enhance the biodiversity of species within the local area, the proposed development 

will include bat and bird boxes. Boxes will be replaced if they become damaged.  

 
Figure 5: Bat and Bird Box Locations 

 

3.2 Two 2GR Schwegler Nest Boxes (Figure 6) will be installed on the proposed building. 

The boxes will be a minimum of 2m off the ground and on a north aspect. The bird 

boxes will be cleaned once a year in January. All old nesting material will be removed 

and if considered nessecary, boiling water will be utilised to clean the box of parasites  

 
Figure 6: Vivara Pro Seville 28mm WoodStone Nest Box 
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3.3 Two bat boxes (Elisa Bat Box) will be hung on the buildings on the western aspect. The 

bat boxes will be at a minimum height of 3-4m, away from artificial light sources and 

with a clear horizontal approach. No cleaning or management of the bat boxes is 

required. 

 
Figure 7: Schwegler 2F Universal Bat Box 

 



Land at Chalcroft Nurseries  March 2024 

 

 
The Ecology Partnership         9 

  
Appendix 1: Statutory Biodiversity Metric  

 
- Separate excel document.  
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Appendix 2: Photos 

Photograph 1: 

Modified 

Grassland (good 

condition) – 

northern section. 

 
Photograph 2: 

Modified 

Grassland (poor 

condition) – 

southeast corner. 
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Photograph 3: 

Modified 

Grassland (good 

condition) – 

southern section.  
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