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Appendix 6.1
Ratcliffe Criteria
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Fragility — some habitaté, communities and species are particularly sensitive to environmental change and as
such tend to be rare. t

Ranty — the threat of Ioss of a particular habitat or species lends value to the organism and the site it
occupies. Whether a spemes has rarity value is largely dependent upon the context, as a species or habitat
can be internationally rare, but relatively common locally or nationally. Likewise, a nationally rare species
can in some circumstances be more common at internationally level.

Size (area or extent) - lsize does play an important part in determining the ecological interest of an area, but
is also a relative concept. For example, a 30 acre woodland or a one acre meadow could have a similar
degree of nature conservation importance.

Diversity — the diversity:of a site can be expressed in a number of ways and both low and high diversity can
have a high nature conservation value under different circumstances.

Potential value — some S|tes have the potential to provide greater nature conservation interest than presently
exists. ;

i .
Position within the Ecological/Geographical Unit — a site which is near or adjacent to other similar habitats
may have a higher nature conservation value than an isolated one because the range of fauna can be
greater. :

Typicalness — certain habitats have become important as they are good examples of what is, or has
historically been, typlcal of the area. Efforts have been made to safeguard representative areas to prevent
what was once common becoming fragmented or rare.

Recorded history — a weII documented site with detailed biological and/or natural history records presents a
valuable insight into thetecology of a site. Such information is important for current and future management.

Naturalness — this is a imeasure of the degree to which an area has been modified by human activity. In
England unmodified habitats are extremely rare being restricted to remote, inaccessible areas such as cliffs,
and some saltmarshes. | The bulk is either semi-improved, improved or artificial.

Intrinsic Appeal — this refers to value in a popular rather than ecological sense, and highlights the fact that
value is also derived from society’s preferences for landscape and other aesthetic features and is not just
based on ecological consuderatlons
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Appendix 6.2
Target Notes
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grassland.
TN 2 Derelict barn.
TN 3 Hedgerow and ditch
TN 4 Old cottages at Oldlands Farm
TNS

Central ditch
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