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5.7 SuDS Policy 6: Design to be Maintainable 

5.7.1 The drainage system must be designed to take account of the 

construction, operation and maintenance requirements of both surface 
and subsurface components, allowing for any personnel, vehicle or 

machinery access required to undertake this work. Standard 10 of the 
Defra Non-Statutory Technical Standards states: S10 Components must 
be designed to ensure structural integrity of the drainage system and any 

adjacent structures or infrastructure under anticipated loading conditions 
over the design life of the development taking into account the 

requirement for reasonable levels of maintenance. 
Ditches and watercourses (including culverts) should retain as a minimum 
a three and a half metre8 easement with access that allows for its future 

maintenance by people / equipment in perpetuity.  Without maintenance, 
the function of drainage systems may alter. Increased leaf litter, 

sediments and colonisation of vegetation may clog drainage measures or 
impact the characteristics of operational controls. Consideration should 
also be given to the Construction Design and Management regulations for 

health and safety purposes. 
 

5.7.2 Design considerations will need to address the practicalities and funding 

arrangements for lifetime maintenance, identifying the body responsible 

and ensuring that financial mechanisms are in place such as bonded 

maintenance arrangements via S106 agreements and planning conditions. 

The Verification Report shall include details of the financial management 

and arrangements for the replacement of components at the end of the 

manufacturers recommended design life.    

                                                           
8
 Paragraph 23.12 of the SuDS Manual (2015). 

SuDS Policy 6: Design to be Maintainable 

1. No building is to be occupied until a Verification Report 

pertaining to the surface water drainage system, carried out by 

a Chartered Engineer, has been submitted to the Local Planning 

Authority which demonstrates the suitable operation of the 

drainage system such that flood risk is appropriately managed, 

as approved by the Lead Local Flood Authority. The Report shall 

contain information and evidence (including photographs) of 

earthworks; details and locations of inlets, outlets and control 

structures; extent of planting; details of materials utilised in 

construction including subsoil, topsoil, aggregate and membrane 

liners; full as built drawings; and topographical survey of ‘as 

constructed’ features.. 

2. The Verification Report should also include an indication of the 

adopting or maintaining authority or organisation and may require 

inclusion within a register of drainage features. 
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