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	1.0 Introduction
	1.1.1 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) is a tool used to identify and assess the significance of the effects of development on 'landscape as an environmental resource in its own right and on people's views and visual amenity' (GLVIA30F , ...
	1.1.2 Landscape is a definable set of characteristics resulting from the interaction of natural, physical, and human factors. It is a resource. Its assessment is distinct from visual assessment, which deals specifically with effects on the views and v...
	1.1.3 GLVIA3 (paragraph 2.23) states that professional judgement is an important part of the LVIA process; whilst there may be some scope for objective measurement of landscape and visual changes, much of the assessment must rely on qualitative judgem...
	1.1.4 GLVIA3 sets out a framework for making such judgements. It describes a step-by-step approach in which: judgements about the value and susceptibility of the receptor are combined into a judgement about sensitivity; judgements about the size/scale...
	1.1.5 GLVIA3 is not prescriptive about how the judgments should be made. This is a matter for individual practitioners to decide and explain. This document therefore sets out the criteria and definitions used by COOPER Landscape Planning, in both EIA ...

	2.0 Landscape Effects
	2.1.1 The European Landscape Convention defines landscape as 'an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction of natural and/or human factors'. Landscape applies neither to special or designated places, nor...
	2.1.2 GLVIA3 (paragraph 5.34) recommends assessment of the effects on landscape receptors, these being the components of the landscape that are likely to be affected. They will include individual elements (such as hedges or buildings), aesthetic and p...
	2.1.3 This assessment is being undertaken because the proposed development has the potential to remove or add elements to the landscape, to alter aesthetic or perceptual aspects, and to add, remove or alter characteristics, and thus potentially change...
	2.1.4 A methodical assessment is required of the sensitivity of receptors to the proposals, as well as the magnitude of effect which would be experienced.
	2.1.5 The criteria and definitions used in making these judgements are now  set out below.
	2.1.6 The sensitivity of landscape receptors is assessed by combining assessments of the value attached to each receptor and the susceptibility of each receptor to the type of change which is proposed (GLVIA3, paragraph 5.39).
	2.1.7 Landscape value is assessed as part of the baseline. Susceptibility and sensitivity form part of the detailed assessment of the effects and are specific to the particular project.
	2.1.8 Landscape receptors may be valued at community, local, national, or international level. Existing landscape designations provide the starting point for this assessment, as set out in Table 1 below.
	2.1.9 Where landscapes are not designated or where no other local authority guidance is available (for example, previous local landscape designations or Landscape Character Assessments) an assessment of landscape value can be made by reference to Tabl...
	2.1.10 In applying the criteria, and in accordance with the judgement of Justice Ouseley1F , an assessment is also made to determine whether the site has demonstrable physical attributes which elevate its value.
	2.1.11 Susceptibility is the ability of the landscape receptor to accommodate the proposed development. The assessment of susceptibility involves the characteristics of the proposals and the ability of a landscape or feature to accommodate that change...
	2.1.12 Aspects of the character of the landscape that may be affected by a particular type of development include landform, skylines, land cover, enclosure, human influences including settlement pattern and aesthetic and perceptual aspects such as the...



