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InstaVolt’s developments, understandably, tend to be in existing parking areas.

Permitted development rights exist for the installation of the charging upstands (within certain
parametres and conditions) within parking areas. Therefore, if decision makers are concerned about
any ‘loss’ of parking, it is essential that the permitted development baseline is considered first (please
read or PD factsheet, in particular the information on the planning fallback and how to approach
the baseline).

In the example here, two chargers were to be installed in an
existing fastfood restaurant. The LPA and CHA raised
concerns about ‘loss of parking” and non-compliance with
parking standards.

i

The following matters were pertinent:

e The permitted development fallback position and ] D
guidance on how to approach to the “real prospect” of —
a worse fallback position. I {ﬁ

e That no parking guidance existed that related to this
type of development; standalone EV charging infrastructure. The fact that parking guidance
once directed the amount of parking to support the host site, and that this subsequent
development may alter that provision, is not a matter that weighs heavily against the scheme,
bearing in mind that PD rights allow for the installation of chargers within parking areas with
no conditions related to ‘loss’ of parking.

In this example case, the following permitted development fallback
position was a ‘real prospect’ that was not taken into account by the
LPA and CHA; that permitted development rights allows for the
installation of 16 chargers and the ‘loss’ of eight spaces = all 100%
supported by Government.

If decision makers take the opinion that the provision of EV charging
infrastructure within an existing parking area impacts on parking
provision, and apart from fully and transparently considering the PD
fallback position, the following factors should be weighed in favour of the scheme as strong material
considerations:

e The NPPF glossary is clear that sustainable transport modes include “Any efficient, safe and
accessible means of transport with overall low impact on the environment, including walking
and cycling, ultra low and zero emission vehicles, car sharing and public transport’

e NPPF paragraph 110 is clear that sustainable transport can help to reduce congestion and
emissions, and improve air quality and public health.
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e NPPF paragraph 110 is clear that “opportunities to maximise sustainable transport solutions will
vary between urban and rural areas, and this should be taken into account in both plan-making
and decision-making’.

e The Energy Saving Trust’s Local Authority Transport Toolkit is clear on EV's role in maximising
opportunities to decarbonise transport in rural areas:

Local Authority Transport Decarbonisation Toolkit: Transport in rural areas

Reduce emissions and improve connectivity in rural areas

Rural areas face distinct ikes Greener travel
chadllenges when choices
decarbonising transport.

However, there are many

opportunities to decarbonise

rural transport services

What can local
authorities do

to decarbonise
transportin rural
areas?

Mobility i Co-working Sustainable
hubs icles spaces tourism

initiatives 9

enable active travel through new
initiatives

improve public EV charging
infrastructure to encourage EV
uptake in rural communities

implement initiatives to enable the
decarbonisation of rural commuting

Case study: Cargodale in Calderdale
An e-cargo bike shopping delivery service
in Hebden Bridge and Todmorden

In its first 6 months, the bikes covered
1800 miles and prevented 500kg of CO,

emissions being produced implement initiatives to

reduce emissions associated

with rural tourism @
Find out more: gov.uk/government/publications/transport-in-rural-areas-localauthority-toolkit/

e The role that EV has to play in urban areas for decarbonisation, climate change mitigation and
adaptation and reducing air pollution is also well published (please click on any link for more
information):
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261919307834
https://www.local.gov.uk/case-electric-vehicles
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/phasing-out-sales-of-new-petrol-and-diesel-cars-from-2030-and-supporting-the-zev-transition/outcome/phasing-out-sales-of-new-petrol-and-diesel-cars-from-2030-and-supporting-the-zev-transition-summary-of-responses-and-joint-government-response
https://homesight.org/the-role-of-electric-vehicles-in-urban-sustainability/#:~:text=Their%20environmental%20benefits,%20including%20the%20reduction%20of%20greenhouse,and%20various%20financial%20incentives,%20further%20enhance%20their%20appeal.
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/9233/rtpi-net-zero-transport-january-2021.pdf
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/tcpartpiclimateguide_oct2021_final.pdf

