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1.     INTRODUCTION 

 

Curtin&Co has been instructed by Fargro Limited, to undertake the political and community 

engagement with regards to the proposed development at land situated immediately south of The 

Vinery on the A27 between Hammerpot and Poling.  

 

This report aims to summarise the consultation programme that has been undertaken thus far, and 

outline how more formal consultation arrangements will be implemented following submission of a 

planning application and verification by the local authority. 

 

Curtin&Co has been tasked with conducting this programme of consultation; at no point have we 

had direct influence over the design of the proposals beyond reporting back what local community 

representatives have advised.  

 

 

 

 
SITE LOCATION 
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2.    CONSULTATION PROGRAMME 

 

Fargro believes that it is important to engage with all key local stakeholders, in line with the 

Government’s Localism Act 2011 and the National Planning Policy Framework. The company also 

proposes to be a permanent occupier of the new premises and wishes to be a good neighbour to 

local residents and commercial occupiers of The Vinery. The chronology of the consultation exercises 

to date and those planned is shown below: 

 

Consultation (to date) 

Activity 2012 

Letter to the Member for Angmering & Findon, West Sussex County Council 25 October 

Letter to the Leader, Arun District Council 25 October 

Letter to the Cabinet Member for Planning & Economic Regeneration, Arun 
District Council 

25 October 

Letter to the Development Control Committee Chair, Arun District Council 25 October 

Letter to the Local Plan Sub-Committee Chair, Arun District Council 25 October 

Letter to Angmering Parish Council Clerk  26 October 

Letter to Poling Parish Meeting Chairman  26 October 

Letter to Leader, West Sussex County Council  26 October 

Letter to Deputy Leader, Communities Environment and Enterprise, West Sussex 
County Council  

26 October 

Letter sent to Member of Parliament for Arundel & South Downs 26 October 

Letters sent to 17 local residents  26 October 

Letters to neighbouring commercial property occupiers 26 October 

Letter to the Norfolk Estate, local landowner  29 October 

Exhibition for neighbouring residents  30 October  

Briefing for Angmering Parish Clerk 30 October 

Briefing for Poling Parish Meeting Chairman 30 October 

Exhibition for commercial tenants of the Vinery 31 October 

Local Press Briefings 31 October 

Briefing for neighbouring landowner, Keith Langmead 12 November 

Presentation to Poling Parish Meeting 21 November 

Briefing meeting with Angmering Park Estate  10 December 

Briefing Meeting with Clerk of Angmering Parish Council 10 December 

Activity 2013 

Presentation to Save Angmering Village Group 22 February  

Introductory letter and offer of briefing to Cllr Andy Cooper following his election 

in the Angmering ward by-election 

22 April  

Consultation (Proposed) 

Offer of briefing to the three ward Members for Angmering, Arun District Council  On Submission 

Offer of briefing to Member for Angmering & Findon, West Sussex County Council On Submission 

Offer of briefing to Angmering Parish Council  On Submission 

Offer of briefing to Poling Parish Meeting Chairman  On Submission 

Press Advertisement of Public Exhibition On Submission 
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Presentation to Angmering Parish Council As requested 

Presentation to Poling Parish Meeting As requested 

Public Exhibition TBC 

Planning Committee presentation As requested 

 

3. STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 
 

3.1 COUNCILLORS’ MEETINGS 
 

In line with the Localism Act (November 2011) Fargro wished to engage with local residents and 

representatives of the local community at an early stage. 

 

Inevitably, the key community stakeholders consist of local members who have been elected to 

serve the residents in the Angmering area.  Initial contact was made through introductory letters to 

the three local ward members of Arun Council and the local West Sussex Council councillor for 

Angmering and Findon Division.  

 

The letters explained the planning history of Fargro’s current site and the need to relocate following 

the approval of the North Littlehampton Development. Members were also informed about the 

programme of pre-planning application consultation with local residents, businesses and parishes, 

and invited to attend one of the two exhibitions being held for local residents and neighbouring 

businesses. 

 

In addition to the above, members were offered one-to-one briefings to enable them to familiarise 

themselves with the proposals in advance of formal publication. 

 

One ward councillor attended the exhibition with others apologising either as they were unavailable 

on the dates in question or declined to meet without officers being present. 

 

Similar letters were sent to the local Member of Parliament, Clerk to Angmering Parish Council 

and the Chairman of the Poling Parish Meeting, offering briefings and asking whether they 

wished to arrange for the exhibition to be exhibited in their areas. 

 

3. 2 RESIDENTS’ MEETINGS 

 

3.2.1 RESIDENTS’ EXHIBITION, 30TH
 OCTOBER 2012 

 
On Friday 26th October, letters were hand delivered to the residents of the seventeen nearest 

properties to the site, who share access to the Vinery, informing them of the proposed 

application and inviting them to view an exhibition on Tuesday 30th October. The exhibition, 

held in The Vinery, was attended by a representative of Fargro and other members of the 

project team were on hand to explain the proposals and answer questions. 
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Representatives of over half the properties attended. In addition, several people living further 

afield from the site, including several from Poling, also attended having heard about the 

exhibition from the Chairman of the Poling Parish Meeting. 

 

The proposals were overwhelmingly welcomed by the residents of the four local terraces at The 

Vinery. In particular, most residents commented that they could not see the proposed 

development from their property. Several residents commented on the high level of screening.  

 

Of particular interest was the fact that commercial traffic would be removed from  the front of 

their homes making the road quieter and safer. Similar comments related to the proposed 

access improvements at the junction with the A27. A number of constructive comments were 

also made including a request for any road improvements to clearly indicate traffic priorities at 

the access to the Vinery gate from the private road. 

 

A couple of the Poling residents raised issues of noise, being concerned that reversing alarms of 

vehicles would be heard from their properties. It was agreed that this would be investigated 

and specifically addressed in the noise report. The other major concern was the fear of light 

pollution affecting some properties neighbouring the site. It was agreed that this too would be 

taken into consideration as detailed designs progressed. 

 

3.2.2 POLING PARISH MEETING, 21ST
 NOVEMBER 2012 

 

Following discussions with the Chairman of the Poling Parish Meeting, a presentation was made to 

the Annual Parish Meeting in St Nicholas Church on 21st November with forty residents attending. In 

addition to the presentation, a number of questions about the proposed development were raised 

by the meeting and these were answered by Dr Paul Sopp, Fargro’s Technical & Energy Director. The 

local County Councillor for the Angmering & Findon Division also attended the meeting. 

 

Several residents spoke against the development claiming that Fargro did not have to move and 

should be moving to other sites in the area including the area to the West of The Vinery which has 

planning permission for a composting facility. Dr Sopp explained the rationale for the site and 

indicated that the site to the west of the Vinery was not available, not large enough for Fargro’s 

needs and even if it were it available it would be too expensive. Questions were also raised about 

lighting, traffic movements and whether Fargro had a freehold or leasehold option. There were also 

claims that the development would obscure “views of the Downs”.  

In response residents were informed that there would be low lighting levels pointed towards the 

building and the meeting was provided with details of average traffic movements at the current site 

and informed that it was not expected that these would change at the new site. The question that 

the proposed building would “obscure views of the Downs” was not supported as the building, 

which would be nine metres high, would be located on land some two metres lower than The Vinery 

site level reducing its profile and would be lower than the existing Leylandii. The high quality of 

landscaping and screening being proposed was also stressed. 
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Fargro also confirmed the company’s option was for a freehold interest. Dr Sopp also informed the 

meeting that a copy of the presentation would be put on the company’s website for residents to 

review at their leisure. Feedback forms were circulated for those attending the meeting to 

comment.   

3.2.3 ANGMERING PARISH COUNCIL, 30TH
 NOVEMBER 2012 

 

A briefing about the proposals was held with the Clerk of Angmering Parish Council on 30th 

November at the Parish office. The Clerk was informed about the exhibitions being held for residents 

and tenants at The Vinery, and an invitation was extended for Parish Councillors to attend if they 

wished. Curtin&Co also offered to provide a full briefing for the Parish Council if that was preferred. 

It was agreed that staff would update members of the Parish Council Planning Committee which was 

meeting that evening and would report back as to whether members felt they wanted a briefing on 

the proposals.  

3.2.3 ANGMERING PARISH COUNCIL, 10TH
 DECEMBER 2012 

 

A further briefing was held with the Clerk to the Parish Council on the morning of 10th December. A 

presentation document outlining the proposed development was provided for consideration by 

members of the Parish Council with an offer to respond to any questions or comments by email or 

phone. The document provided a short background to Fargro and an explanation of the company’s 

need to relocate locally. In addition it included details of the site, the proposed layout, vehicle access 

arrangements and perspective views of the site from locations to the south and east of the site.  

Asked about the reaction from local residents to the exhibition held on 30th October the Curtin&Co 

representative confirmed the immediate residents adjacent to the site who live in Angmering Parish 

were generally very supportive of the proposals. He confirmed that the written responses received 

following the meeting in Poling Parish had been more mixed.  

3.2.3 ANGMERING PARK ESTATE, 10TH
 DECEMBER 2012 

 

On 10th December a presentation of the Fargro proposals was made to Mr Nigel Draffan, Estate 

Manager at the Angmering Park Estate. The Estate is a significant landowner in the area and 

specifically areas to the north of the A27. In addition to providing information about Fargro as a 

company, the reasons for its need to relocate and the importance of securing a local site to retain 

the company’s workforce, the presentation discussed traffic impact on the A27. Given the location 

of the Estates’ property the presentation included a series of photographs from various high points 

on the Estate which demonstrated that the proposed development could not be seen from the 

Estate as it would be shielded by the existing Vinery buildings and the existing Lleylandii which mark 

the northern edge of the application site. 

At the close of the meeting Mr Draffan welcomed the briefing and said he could not see any 

objections from the Estate’s perspective. 
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3.2.4 SAVE ANGMERING VILLAGE (SAV), 22ND
 FEBRUARY 2013 

 
A presentation of the Fargro proposals was made to six members of the Save Angmering Village 
(SAV) on 22 February 2013. SAV is a local pressure group concerned with development in the village. 
Following the presentation members of the group asked questions about Fargro’s current 
operations, vehicle deliveries and staff travel. These were answered by Fargro’s Technical Director, 
Dr Paul Sopp. The meeting also asked about archaeological surveys and recommended that Fargro 
review the draft archaeological policy being developed by the Parish Council as part of its 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
In correspondence following the meeting Sue Ware of SAV wrote, “Good luck and hope things go 
smoothly for your well thought out and considerate plans”. 

 

3. 3 LOCAL BUSINESS’ MEETINGS 

 

3.3.1 BUSINESSES’ EXHIBITION, 31ST
 OCTOBER 2012 

 

As above, all commercial tenants of The Vinery were written to on 26th October explaining the 

background to Fargro and the company’s need to relocate. Over twenty representatives of local 

businesses attended the exhibition on 31st October with general approval of the proposals.  

 

The proposal to improve access to the site from the A27 was overwhelmingly supporte d with 

the majority of visitors expressing concern at the current access facility . 

 

The improvements to the internal road on the site were welcomed and it was agreed that the 

changes would make many of the deliveries within the site easier. A number of peo ple raised 

the question of access during construction and were informed that Fargro’s option agreement 

required full access to be maintained for all commercial tenants during construction.  

 

Following the meeting, one company asked for additional information as they had concerns 

about loading and unloading at one of their properties. A site visit on 6 th November discussed 

the issues of concern and a number of solutions were identified and are being investigated.   

 

3.4   PUBLICITY 

 

In addition to the letters to local residents, businesses, councillors and parish representatives, media 

releases were sent to Littlehampton Gazette and the West Sussex Gazette as well as the horticultural 

trade press. A Curtin&Co representative also provided verbal briefings to journalists of these 

publications. This resulted in media coverage in the Littlehampton Gazette on 8th November and the 

Horticulture Week Website on 31st October. See Appendix 5. 

 
 

 

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL A/74/13/



9 
 
 

APPENDIX 1 – INTRODUCTORY LETTERS TO MEMBERS 
 
 
 

25th October 2012 
 
Dear Councillor XXX, 

Land to the south of The Vinery 

You will be aware of the major planning application in North Littlehampton where Arun Council gave 

planning permission for 1,250 new homes. The planning consent also includes a new school, shops 

and business facilities as well as a new bridge to carry Lyminster Road (A284) over the railway 

replacing the Lyminster level crossing. 

To facilitate part of this new development, Fargro Ltd, the leading horticultural supplier in the South 

East, is required to relocate from its current site in Toddington Lane, Littlehampton.  Some twenty 

relocation sites in the area have been considered but only one, land to the south of The Vinery, has 

proved suitable for a variety of reasons. 

Curtin&Co has been commissioned to manage the pre-planning application consultation with local 

residents, businesses and community groups. As an elected representative of local people living near 

the site I would welcome the opportunity to meet you for an informal discussion about Fargro’s 

proposals. 

Small exhibitions are being staged in The Vinery on Tuesday 30th October between 4pm and 8pm 

and Wednesday 31st October between 10am and 1pm. Representatives of Fargro, Curtin&Co and 

other members of the planning team will be available to discuss the initial proposals with 

neighbouring residents and businesses based at The Vinery site. You are obviously welcome to 

attend. 

We will also be contacting the Parish representatives in Poling and Angmering with a view to 

discussing the proposals with them and offering to host exhibitions for their residents if required. 

I will contact you in the next few days to see if we can agree a convenient time to meet, but should 

you wish to contact me in the meantime please feel free to call me on 020 7399 2295 or email me at 

stevec@curtinandco.com.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Steve Carey 
Consultant 
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Councillor Andy Cooper 
27 Bushby Ave  
Rustington  
BN16 2BY   

 
22nd April 2013 

 
Dear Councillor Cooper, 

Land to the south of The Vinery 

May I first of all take this opportunity to congratulate you on your election to Arun District Council 

and a member for Angmering ward. I hope you find the experience of representing the local 

community both interesting and rewarding. 

My primary reason for writing to you is to introduce you to a planning proposal that has been in 

preparation for some months and which I had previously discussed with your predecessor Julie 

Hazlehurst.   

Following the approval of planning consent for the North Littlehampton development Fargro Ltd, the 

leading horticultural supplier in the South East, is required to relocate from its current site in 

Toddington Lane, Littlehampton.  Some twenty relocation sites in the area have been considered but 

only one, land to the south of The Vinery, Poling has proved suitable for a variety of reasons. 

Curtin&Co has been commissioned to manage the pre-planning application consultation with local 

residents, businesses and community groups and I would welcome the opportunity to meet you for 

an informal discussion about Fargro’s proposals. 

To date we have received a very positive response from those people living closest to the site in the 

four terraces by The Vinery entrance, along with supporting comments from Save Angmering Village. 

I will contact you in the next few days to see if we can agree a convenient time to meet, but should 

you wish to contact me in the meantime please feel free to call me on 020 7399 2295 or email me at 

stevec@curtinandco.com.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Steve Carey 
Consultant 
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APPENDIX 2 – RESIDENTS’ EXHIBITION LETTER 
 

26th October 2012 

Dear XXX 

Land to the south of The Vinery 

You may have heard about the major planning application in North Littlehampton where Arun 

Council gave planning permission for 1,250 new homes. The planning consent also includes a new 

school, shops and business facilities as well as a new bridge to carry Lyminster Road (A284) over the 

railway replacing the Lyminster level crossing. 

To facilitate part of this new development, Fargro Ltd, the leading horticultural supplier in the South 

East, is required to relocate from its current site in Toddington Lane, Littlehampton.  Some twenty 

relocation sites in the area have been considered but only one, land to the south of The Vinery, has 

proved suitable for a variety of reasons. 

Curtin&Co has been commissioned to manage the pre-planning application consultation with local 

residents, businesses and community groups. As someone living adjacent to The Vinery we would 

like to invite you to an informal discussion about Fargro’s proposals which include improved 

vehicular access onto the A27 and to The Vinery itself. 

A small exhibition is being staged in The Vinery on Tuesday 30th October between 4pm and 8pm 

when representatives of Fargro, Curtin&Co and other members of the planning team will be 

available to discuss the initial proposals with you and your neighbours.  Please feel free to drop in at 

whatever time is convenient. 

I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday but if for any reason you are unable to attend on that day 

please let me know and I will arrange an alternative appointment. I can be contacted on 020 7399 

2295 or stevec@curtinandco.com.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Steve Carey 
Consultant 

 
Sent to the occupiers:  1-4 Lillian Terrace 
   1-4 Ella Terrace 
   1-4 Gordon Terrace 
   1-4 New Terrace 
   Yarmer Cottage, 193 Arundel Road 
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APPENDIX 3 – RESIDENTS FEEDBACK FORM 

 

 
 

Land South of the Vinery 
Exhibition Comment Sheet 

30 / 31 October 2012 
Fargro would welcome any thoughts, comments or questions you may have about the proposed 
development. Please complete this questionnaire and hand it in to one of the project team, or you 
can return it to by post to: Steve Carey, Curtin & Co, 299 Oxford Street, London, W1C 2DZ. 

Feedback Form 

1. Do you support the principle of Fargro’s development at the site?  
Please circle as appropriate 

Yes   Yes, with reservations      No - please give your reasons 
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….…………………………… 

2. What do you think about the outline design of the building?  

…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….…………………………… 

3. What do you think about the new road junction layout?  

…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
………………….………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………………… 

4. Do you have any comments on the general layout of the scheme?  

…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….…………………………… 
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6.  Do you have any comments on the internal road layout of the scheme? 
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….…………………………… 

7. Are there changes you would want to see made to the proposals before a planning application 
is made? 
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………. 
 
8. Do you have any comments on the level of landscaping being proposed? 
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………..………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….…………………………… 

9. Do you have any further comments? 
 Please continue on additional sheets if necessary 
…………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….………………
………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………………………….……
…….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………………………… 

Please note the following information is required for comments to be 
validated and included in the consultation report. However, your 
personal details will not be published in the consultation report or 
passed to a third party. 

Name: ………………………………………..………………………………………………………….…………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………..…… 
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………… 
…………………….………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………….……………… 

Postcode: ……………………………………..………………………………………………………….………………………………………… 

Email Address: ……………………………..………………………………………………………….………………………………………… 

Telephone: ……………………………..………………………………………………………….……………………………………………… 
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APPENDIX 4 – VINERY TENANTS’ LETTERS 
 

Letter to Tenants of The Vinery 

26th October 2012 

Dear XXX, 

Land to the south of The Vinery 

You may have heard about the major planning application in North Littlehampton where Arun 

Council gave planning permission for 1,250 new homes. The planning consent also includes a new 

school, shops and business facilities as well as a new bridge to carry Lyminster Road (A284) over the 

railway replacing the Lyminster level crossing. 

To facilitate part of this new development, Fargro Ltd, the leading horticultural supplier in the South 

East, is required to relocate from its current site in Toddington Lane, Littlehampton.  Some twenty 

relocation sites in the area have been considered but only one, land to the south of The Vinery, has 

proved suitable for a variety of reasons. 

Curtin&Co has been commissioned to manage the pre-planning application consultation with local 

residents, businesses and community groups, including businesses based in The Vinery.  

Fargro’s proposals include improved vehicular access onto the A27 as well as improved vehicle 

access within The Vinery itself. 

A small exhibition is being staged in the central aisle between the northern and southern sets of poly 

tunnels on Wednesday 31st October between 10am and 1pm when representatives of Fargro, 

Curtin&Co and other members of their planning team will be available to discuss their initial 

proposals with you.   

If for any reason you are unable to attend on that day please contact Steve Carey on 020 7399 2295 

or stevec@curtinandco.com, and he will arrange an alternative date for you to discuss the proposals.    

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Michael Coleman 
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APPENDIX 5 – MEDIA COVERAGE 

 

Horticulture Week Website 31st October 2012 

 

Fargro announces relocation plan 

Horticulture wholesale supplier Fargro has released plans to move from its Toddington Lane, Littlehampton, West 

Sussex site to a new site a mile away at North Littlehampton. 

The company is applying to Arun District Council for planning permission to build an 

8,000 m2 warehouse with offices and 6,500 m2 of dry storage area. 

 

Fargro’s current site has approval for development including 1,250 residential units, 

a new school, shops, business facilities and infrastructure improvements. 

 

Fargro’s professional advisers have investigated some 20 alternative sites within the 

local area and are now consulting with locals. 

 

Curtin & Co representative Steve Carey, who Fargro has employed to lead 

community consultation, said:  "Location is an important factor in Fargro’s success. 

Not only are we a local firm providing to local growers but the vast majority of our 

staff live locally too.  Keeping such an experienced team together is not only 

important to our business but also to the local growers we supply". 

 

Fargro was founded in 1946 as a co-operative and is now owned by more than 300 

shareholders. It has 57 staff. 

Fargro hopes to submit a planning application to the council by the end of the year 

and be on site in early 2013 if successful before moving in during 2014. 
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Littlehampton Gazette 8th November 2012 
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APPENDIX 6 - COMPLETED FEEDBACK FORMS (VINERY RESIDENTS) 
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APPENDIX 6 - COMPLETED FEEDBACK FORMS (VINERY COMMERCIAL OCCUPIERS) 
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APPENDIX 6 - COMPLETED FEEDBACK FORMS (POLING RESIDENTS) 
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APPENDIX 7 – OTHER CORRESPONDENCE 
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Email from Sue Ware following Fargro Presentation to Save Angmering 
Village Group 
 
“We thank Curtin & Co for presenting their plans to SAV, and from the 
details provided at the presentation this looks like a sound application to 
support local employment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email from Nigel Draffan following Fargro Presentation to Angmering Park 
Estate  
 
Dear Paul, 
 
I equally enjoyed meeting you all and learning about your proposals.  
 
Your preparatory homework has given me a thoroughly comprehensive and professional 
overview and provided there are no nasty covenants that need to be addressed,  I am entirely 
happy to recommend to the Family and their Trustees that no objection should be raised to the 
scheme as currently drafted. 
 
I very much appreciated your courtesy call and wish you well with the application. 
 
All the best  
 
Nigel   
 
Nigel Draffan 
 
Angmering Park Estate 
The Estate Office 
Upper Broomhurst Farm, Crossbush Lane 
Crossbush, Arundel  
West Sussex BN18 9PQ 
www.angmeringparkestate.co.uk 
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