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Good afternoon, Dr Huckin,
Thank you for your email.

Your understanding is correct. BRE Digest 365 requires the trial pit to be filled and allowed to drain three
times to near empty, with the three fillings undertaken on the same day or on consecutive days.

On that basis, two fillings undertaken on 10 April 2025 followed by a third filling twelve days later, on 22
April 2025, would not constitute three successive fillings in accordance with the BRE 365 procedure.

The purpose of the repeated fillings is to reduce the influence of the soil’s initial moisture condition and
assess infiltration after the surrounding ground has been progressively wetted. A twelve-day interval
would allow the ground conditions to reset and could also introduce differences arising from rainfall,
evaporation or other changes in antecedent soil moisture.

The results may still provide useful site information, and the third test can be reported as an additional
infiltration test. However, we would not describe the combined sequence as fully BRE 365-compliant or
rely on it, without qualification, as the sole basis for deriving the design infiltration rate.

To demonstrate compliance, the test should be repeated with three fillings undertaken on the same or
consecutive days. The design infiltration rate should then be selected conservatively from the completed
tests, taking account of the lowest recorded rate and the wider ground conditions.

Kind regards,
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Re: BRE 365 infiltration testing sequence

From: Tym Huckin
Date: Tuesday, 4 August 2026 at 15:35
To: info
Subject: BRE 365 infiltration testing sequence

Good afternoon,

Apologies for contacting you directly, but | would be grateful if you could clarify a point concerning
BRE 365 infiltration testing.

My understanding is that, where testing is undertaken to establish an infiltration rate for the
design of a soakaway, the test pit should ordinarily be subjected to three successive fillings, with
the result from the final filling used for design purposes.

Would two fillings undertaken on 10 April 2025, followed by a third filling undertaken twelve days
later, on 22 April 2025, properly constitute three successive fillings for the purposes of BRE 3657

More specifically, would an infiltration rate derived from that sequence of testing be regarded as
BRE 365-compliant and suitable for use as a design parameter?

Kind regards,

Dr Tym Huckin BSc(Hons) FIAP MBCS
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