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From: Simon Davis

Sent: 18 August 2026 12:54

To: Planning Scanning

Subject: FW: A/44/26/PL

 

 
 

From: Ollie Clawson  

Sent: 18 August 2026 11:44 

To: Neil Crowther <Neil.Crowther@arun.gov.uk>; Simon Davis <Simon.Davis@arun.gov.uk> 

Cc: Mark Long

Subject: RE: A/44/26/PL 

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. You should take extra care when clicking 

links or opening attachments - if you are unsure the content is safe contact the IT Helpdesk before clicking 

or opening. 

 

Good morning Neil, Simon, 
 
Thank you for the prompt response. 
 
Having discussed with Sigma Homes yesterday afternoon, I must stress that it is imperative that this application is 
considered at the 23 September Committee meeting. Whilst I appreciate that you are unable to pre-determine your 
position and recommendation to the Planning Committee, any recommendation would need to be free from any pre-
commencement conditions being included on any such consent in order to enable Sigma Homes the opportunity to 
carry out those works prior to the upcoming Winter. Should we miss the September Committee and/or be subject to 
pre-commencement conditions which need to be discharged prior to the suggested works taking place, this would 
likely lead to a delay until April next year (at the earliest) which is both unacceptable and unfavourable for all involved. 
 
Prior to the submission of this application, it was widely understood that its acceptability would rest upon matters 
relating to flood risk and drainage – namely, whether the concerns previously raised by the Council could be suitably 
addressed.  
 
This application was confirmed as valid on 28 April, albeit the first response from your Drainage Engineers was not 
received until 8 June. A response to those comments was submitted on behalf of Sigma Homes on 19 June. Whilst 
the Council’s Engineers provided further comment on 7 July, Sigma Homes were not notified of this until 23 July. 
Sigma Homes provided a further response to those comments that same day, in the hope of the application being 
considered at the Council’s August Planning Committee. Regrettably, the Council’s Drainage Engineers did not 
provide a further response to Sigma Homes’ submission until close to a month later (17 August) which resulted in that 
August Committee date being missed. The delay in the determination of this application was further compounded by 
the fact that despite taking close to four weeks to reconsider those details, the Council’s Drainage Engineers appear 
to have based their response upon material which has long been superseded.  
 
For the sake of clarity, Odyssey have provided the two attached drawings. These do not change any details from 
those which were submitted on 23 July, but rather show the water butt details more clearly. It is also noted that your 
Engineers commented that the maintenance plan does not reference approved drawings. At this stage, we do not yet 
know which drawings will ultimately be approved, so these references have not been included in the maintenance 
plan. However, all relevant drawings have been provided to the Council and, once the drawings are approved, the 
corresponding approved drawing revisions will be incorporated into the maintenance plan. 
 
With 15 days until the cut-off date for the September Committee, it is certainly disappointing that the Council is unable 
to facilitate a meeting until the middle of next week. Whilst Sigma Homes’ position is that the comments previously 
raised by the Council’s Drainage Engineers have now been addressed, a meeting held next Wednesday would 
provide just a week for any further response to be provided and any reconsideration on the Council’s part. We would 






