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Planning Officer:   Richard Sherman 

Planning Application Ref:  AW/147/21/T 

Location:    23 West Avenue, Aldwick, PO21 3QP 

Description of works:  Oak T1- Reduce Western side of tree to 1.5-2m and reduction of 1m away 

from BT line 

Reason given:       Clearance of overhead cable (BT) 

Comments on Application: 

Pedunculate oak / Quercus robur       Height: 5-10m       Radial spread: 5-10m     Age class: Early mature    

• The above description of work is different from that stated on the application form and would not be 

an appropriate operation for this tree. The applicant is seeking to reduce the extent of growth on 

western aspect by 1.5-2.0m, not to 1.5-2.0m.  

This application is further complicated by the statement in sect.5 of the form, which describes 

pruning of the left side when looking at the house (which is the east aspect, not west) in addition to 

clearing the BT cable.  

There are two BT cables routed through the crown; one serves 23 and the other 25 West Avenue. 

The applicant makes reference only to one cable, although it is assumed to be the former. 1m 

clearance is excessive for the former and not achievable for the latter without incurring a damaging 

loss of limb/branch framework and creating large wounds.   

 

• This is an established tree of apparent good health. It has been the subject of several crown 

modifications resulting in a dense, compact form. It is visible from numerous properties and to users 

of the public highway (footway and carriageway). 

 

Conclusions:        

• The work description and applicant’s specification are at odds with one another and the latter is 

ambiguous in part.  

For clarity, the applicant is seeking to reduce the extent of growth on western aspect by 1.5-2.0m - 

and that is what I have considered when making my recommendation. Furthermore, excessive 1m 

clearance of BT cable serving 23 West Avenue can be accommodated by imposing part c) of the 

condition I have recommended (see below). 

• If the work is undertaken to a good standard and at the right time; then it is unlikely to have an 

adverse effect on the tree’s long-term vitality and visual amenity. 

 

Recommendation: 

• I recommend CONSENT for this application, subject to the following condition: 

Condition to Be Applied to Approved Work: - 

Part a) Where whole branches are to be removed and final cuts made close to the trunk or branch union they 

are to be made as shown in Figure 2 of BS3998:2010  

Part b) Where branches are to be shortened back the final cuts are to be made at the correct angle shown in 

BS3998:2010 and adjacent to a live bud or lateral. 
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Part c) Where crown reduction pruning has occurred previously, then the removal/reduction of branches 

which have developed since the last operation must be done sympathetically and with respect to 

established ‘knuckles’ so as not to extend beyond the point of origin. 

Reasons: In the interests of the tree’s continued health and vitality and to accord with current 

industry guidelines and sound arboricultural practice. 

- See also the standard pruning guidance notes issued with the consent letter 

 

 

Advisory: 

• The long-term vitality of this tree is best respected when significant pruning work such as proposed, 

is undertaken during the late spring to summer period (May to August). The work proposed should 

only be undertaken during this period. 

 

 

 

Mark Warwick 

Tree Officer / Parks and Greenspace Team 

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL AW/147/21/T



ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL AW/147/21/T


