AW/130/14/T

Recommendation Report for Works to Tree(s) on trees subject to a Tree Preservation Order (

REF NO: AW/130/14/T

LOCATION: 43 Aldwick Felds
Aldwick

PROPOSAL: Fell 1 no. Cupressus 'Macrocarpa’

SITE AND SURROUNDINGS ‘

DESCRIPTION OF APPLICATION As above.

SITE AREA Approximately 395 square metres.

TOPOGRAPHY Predominantly flat.

TREES There are no other notable trees within close
proximity of the conifer.

BOUNDARY TREATMENT N/A

SITE CHARACTERISTICS The site is occupied by a detached two-storey
dwelling. The conifer tree that is subject of this

application is positioned in the rear garden.

The site is located on a residential road which
is lined by dwellings of a mixture of designs
and scales that are set back from the road.
Mature landscaping helps to generate a
verdant character and appearance.

CHARACTER OF LOCALITY

|RELEVANT SITE HISTORY |

None.

| REPRESENTATIONS |
Representations received:

Aldwick Parish Council

No objection.

Comments on Representations received:
Noted.

| CONSULTATIONS |

Arboriculturist

Consultations responses received:

This tree is a long way from being mature but is already dominating the rear garden. | raise no
objection to the removal of this tree and, in this instance, planting a replacement is not required.
Comments on Consultation responses:

Noted.
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POLICY CONTEXT

Tree Preservation Order

DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES
Arun District Local Plan 2003:

PLANNING POLICY GUIDANCE
NPPF National Planning Policy Framework
POLICY COMMENTARY |

The above policies combine to describe the criteria against which the application will be assessed
particularly with regard to visual and residential amenity.

The Development Plan consists of the Arun District Local Plan 2003.

Paragraph 215 of the NPPF ensures that specific policies in Arun District Local Plan 2003 can
carry weight. The weight afforded to the policies with Local Plan policies can be assessed
according to their level of consistency of the various policies with the National Planning Policy
Framework. It should be noted that the NPPF states that weight is given to individual policies and
not to the plan as a whole.

NPPF Paragraph 216 confirms that weight can be given to policies in emerging plans following
publication. The Council agreed the majority of the Arun Local Plan in February 2014 (Publication
Version) and this is a material consideration in the determination of this planning application. The
remaining chapters of the Local Plan namely: the Spatial Portrait, Employment & Enterprise,
Housing Allocations, Transport, Monitoring and Implementation will be considered for publication
at a later meeting of Full Council. Following ‘publication’ of the Local Plan a formal public
consultation, examination and adoption process takes place. The chapters that have been
published will undergo public consultation alongside the remaining chapters when they have been
agreed. The weight given to the current published policies can be significant depending:

- the stage of preparation of the emerging plan (the more advanced the preparation, the greater
the weight that may be given);

- the extent to which there are unresolved objections to relevant policies (the less significant the
unresolved objections, the greater the weight that may be given);

- the degree of consistency of the relevant policies in the emerging plan to the policies in the
NPPF (the closer the policies in the emerging plan to the policies in the Framework, the greater
the weight that may be given).

The policies within this published version of the plan are at an advanced stage as they have been
agreed by Full Council for regulation 19 consultation, they have been subject to independent audit
and are considered to meet the NPPF and there are no known significant unresolved issues
arising from regulation 18 consultation for the published policies.

The policies are published under Regulations 19 and 35 of the Town and Country Planning (Local
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. The statement of representations procedure and
statement of fact produced by the Council under regulation 19 explains that the consultation will
take place once the remaining chapters / policies have been published.

\ DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND/OR LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND \
Section 198 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 states:
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"If it appears to a Local Planning authority that it is expedient in the interest of amenity to make
provision for the preservation of trees.... they may for that purpose make an order"

The works to the trees are to be judged having regard to amenity

| OTHER MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS |

It is considered that there are no other material considerations to warrant a decision otherwise
than in accordance with the Development Plan and/or legislative background.

CONCLUSIONS |

The conifer tree, which is a Monterey Cypress, is set back from the street, within the rear garden
of the site, and is not visually prominent within the surrounding area. It is considered that the tree
is large, given the size of the plot in which it is located, and that, as such, it is producing a
negative impact upon residential amenities.

It is therefore recommended that the application is approved.
RECOMMENDATION |
APPROVE CONDITIONALLY

1 INFORMATIVE: The applicant should note that under Part 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981, with only a few exceptions, it is an offence for any person to
intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild birds while the nest is in use or
being built. Birds nest between March and September and therefore removal of dense
bushes, ivy or trees or parts of trees etc. during this period could lead to an offence
under the act.

2 INFORMATIVE: This notice does not give authority to destroy or damage a bat roost or
disturb a bat. Bat species are protected under Section 39 of the 1994 Conservation
(Natural Habitats etc ) Regulations (as amended), the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act
(as amendd) and the 2000 Countryside and Rights of Way Act. It is illegal to damage or
destroy any bat roost, whether occupied or not, or disturb or harm a bat. If you are aware
that bats roost in a tree(s) for which work is planned, you should take further advice from
Natural England (via the Bat Conservation Trust on 0845 1300228) or an ecological
consultant before you start. If bats are discovered during the work, you must stop
immediately and contact Natural England before continuing.
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