Planning/Legal Statement

Copthorne Caravan Park, Rose Green Road,
Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 3ER

Application by Mr. & Mrs. L.A. Leney
for a Certificate of Lawful Use
confirming that the Lawful Use of the property is"
as a Caravan Site without any Condition or Limitation
i.e The unconditional use of the property as a Caravan Site.

1. This Application is made consequent to Sec.17 of the Caravan Sites and Control
of Development Act 1960, a copy of which comprises Appendix A.

2. This Section relates (Sec.17(1)) to any application for a site licence in respect of

i an existing site, other than a site which had at the date of the application the
benefit of a permission for the use of the land as a caravan site.. .

It requires (Sec.17(2)) the local authority to whom the application was made to
transmit the application to the local planning authority which may grant
permission for the use of the site as a caravan site and provides (Sec.17(3)) that if
within six months of the application being made the local planning authority has
not either —

(a) granted planning permission for the use of the land as a caravan site
(Sec.17(3)(a)) or

(b) served an enforcement notice requiring the use of the land as a caravan site to
be discontinued (Sec.17(3)(b))

that permission for the use of the land as a caravan site shall be deemed to have
been granted without any condition or limitation i.e. an unconditional planning
permission for the use of the land as a caravan site is deemed to have been
granted.

3. Copthorne Caravan Park is a Holiday Caravan Park located in an established
residential area on the west side of Bognor Regis. It was established during the
nineteen fifties and has been developed to accommodate 93 fully serviced static
holiday caravans. It is a very pleasant Park with the caravans generally fronting
on to open spaces. It now includes an amenity building which was converted
from a former factory about 20 years ago on an adjoining parcel of land to the
south of the original Park.

. The Park although now wholly within the area administered by Arun District
Council was previously within the areas administered by two Councils, the
Bognor Regis Urban District Council and The Chichester Rural District Council.
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‘This Application relates to approximately 0.6 ha (1.5 acres) of land at the entrance
to the Park which in 1960 was administered by the Bognor Regis Urban District
Council. The land is shown edged red on Plan No.BUCCP/1 attached (Appendix
B) and the remainder of the Park including the amenity building whlch was
purchased at a later date edged blue.

The land was used as a Caravén Site in 1960 and has been used continuously as
such since then.

4. An application for a site licence was made by the then owner Mr. L.G. Leach on
1* September 1960 and a hcence (No.5) was issued by The Urban District
Council of Bognor Regis on 29" March 1961. A copy of the licence, which
refers to the application, comprises Appendix C

5. Itisreasonable to conclude from this that an application for a site licence was
made in accordance with the provisions of the 1960 Act and that the local
planning authority neither granted planning permission nor took enforcement
action as required by Sec.17(3) of the Act.

6. It follows that planning permission was deemed to have been granted on 2™
March 1961 under Sec.17(3) of the Act for the use of the land as a caravan:site
without any condition or limitation.

This is conﬁrmed' by a letter dated 13" November 1961 {Appendix D) to Mr.
Leach, who owned the Park at that time, from his Solicitor Mr. H.R. Underhill of -
Raper & Co., in Chichester in which he states “that I have had a reply to the letter
which I dlctated to the Clerk to the Bognor Regls UDC who confirms that it is not
the intention to issue a formal planning permission and that control will be
exercised under the provisions of the 1960 Act”. The 1960 Act, as 1 am sure the
Planning Officer will appreciate, provides for the grant of an unconditional
Planning Permission in circumstances such as this.

7. The land has been used continuously as a caravan site since the permission was
deemed to have been granted and, with the exception of the section shown
hatched on Plan No.BUCCP/1, no planning permission has subsequently been
granted which has imposed conditions on the use of the land as a caravan site.

8. Planning permission was granted, it now transpires unnecessarily, on 7 October
1992 for the use of the land hatched black on Plan No.CCP/1 as a Touring
Caravan Site for 4 touring caravans and a copy of this permission, which contains
a condition restricting the period of use, together with the plan attached thereto
comprises Appendix E. This permission was implemented and touring caravans
were accommodated on the land between 1993 and 1999. This facility was little
used and was discontinued after 1999 on account of the condition of the toilet and
shower facilities which the touring caravans used, the refurbishment of which was
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economically unviable having regard to the income generated by the facility.
The land then reverted to a general storage area for the Caravan Park for which
it was previously and is still used. We would submit that this permission for
touring caravans has now been abandoned and that the legal use has reverted to
the previous legal use which is as a Caravan Site without any condition or
limitation.

9. It follows that the lawful use of the whole of the land is as a caravan site without
any condition or limitation (i.e. an unconditional use of the land as a caravan site)
and the council is requested to issue a Certificate to this effect.

Bedford & Upton

24 Southgate
Chichester

West Sussex PO19 1ES

7" April 2017
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Appendiyg A

CH. 62 Caravan Sites and Control of 8 & 9 ELiz. 2
- Development Act, 1960 .

PaRT [ 17.—(1) This section shall apply to any application for a
Existing site licence in respect of an existing site WEICHI 1s made within

caravan sites  {wo _months of the commencement of this Act, of within such
not covered  Ignger period as the local authority to whom the application is
by pf"g“ss‘"“ made may, having regard to the special circumstances of the case,
Spplication. " allow, other than an application Ta tespect of a site which has
modification  at the date of the application the benefit of a permission for the
of planning use of the iand as a caravan site granted under Part IIT of the
coatrol. Act of 1947 otherwise than by a development order.

(2) On the making of an application to which this section
applies, the local authority to whom the application is made -
o shall take any steps required for transmitting the application
: to the local planning authority and the local planning authority
may grant. permission for the use of the existing site as a caravan
site under Part TII of the Act of 1947 as if the application for
the site licence were an application for such permission (and as
if compliance with sections thirty-six and thirty-seven of the Town
and Country Planning Act, 1959 (which impose requirements
to be complied with before certain applications for planning
permission are entertained), were not required).

(3) Unless—

(@) before the expiration of a period of six months begin-

ning with the date on whick the application is made

, permission has been granted in pursuance of the last

T foregoing subsection for the use of the land to which
P the application relates as a caravan site, or

B
N
Y (b) before the expiration of the said period, and either £
B s 4

before or after the commencement of this Act, the owner
o and occupier (within the meaning of the Act of 1947) of
the land have been served with an enforcement notice
under section twenty-three of that Act requiring the use
of the land as a caravan site to be discontinued or with
notice of an order submitted to the Minister under
section twenty-six of that Act and requiring that use to

be discontinued,
permission for.the use of the land as a caravan site shall be
deemed for all purposes to have been granted at the end of %
that period under the said Part III of the Act of 1947 without %
any condition or limitation.
@) If at any time within the said period of six months
beginning with the date on which the application to which this’
| seolton applies is made the land as respects which the application
T Is made 1s not being used as a caravan site, the local planning
. authority may serve any such enforcement notice under the ¢
said section twenty-three of the Act of 1947, or make any such
f_i _ order under the said section twentysix of that Act, as they
§ would have had power to serve or make if the land was then ¥
\, being used as a caravan site. §
10
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THE ARUN CIVIC. CENTRE
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| Tel ‘Littehampton. 716133.
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. Usé as: tourmq caravan 31te
-for 4 tourmg, caravans .o

Land at Cbpthorne Caravan Park
-Rose Green Road ¥,
pAIdw1ck, \

.-In.. pursuance. .
sithes:Council. Permit thls develqpment. “tos
..:application and plan and subject ‘to compliance thh_ the:conditions specified.

c fl‘()_i:j“‘};:BedfOrd ‘,&_,Upt'on
. w: 24 Southgate:
.- “Chichester o S o
. West Sussex | e BT

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THE NOTES ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT

7th October 1992

C.HT. Rogers, BA DMS FIEH
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Director of Planning & Housing
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f/
C AW/103/92 Uge 4as touring caravan site  Land at Copthorne Caravan~Park
, for 4 touring caravans Rose Green Road -

‘Aldwick

‘g‘(explration of’ five years from the date of this permission

oo

do0.

-CONDITION 2 N6, -MmoTé&:, ;han T4 tourlng caravans shall he stationed on the
8 :application site at an somne time. & caravans: .8shall: only‘be gited within the: area
: ”deslgnated as plots I Q_Iinplpsxve)_on_the app;pved Pl?“‘NQ BU-CCP-TC-2/1. .

o,

"Hyadjoxnlnq site 1n the-interests of resxdential amenity.

NfﬁicbﬁﬁfTIoﬁ“ 4 Notw1thstand1ng théi' rov1510ns of the Town and Country Plannlng

‘”~;g”ﬂpermiss1on in’ wrltlnq of the Local Plannlnq Author1ty

T

"Qj;;interests of visual’ amenlty

~
-

| CONDITION 5 : Notw1th3ténding Athe' provisions of the Town and Country Planning

required by the .condition- of a. site. licence for the time being in force
under Part 1 of the Caravan Sites and .Control of Development Act, 1960 ghall be

commenced- without the pricr approval: in wrltlng of the Local Planning Authority
~of deta11ed plans and spec1f1cat10ns

REASON : To enable ‘the Local Planning Author1ty to retain control and
secure a satisfactory. development of the site.

Continued .......

N DISTRICT COUNCIL AW/106/17/CLE

CONDITION l : The development hereby perm1tted shall be beqhn before the

S
~ REASON L'In_the;;nﬁefeets'of residential amenity..’
'CONDITION. 3 : No. touring. .caravans shall be atationed.on the application-site
-‘,before lst Harch or after 3lst 0ctober in: each year. :
‘VﬂREASON ffil‘ -In " order that ‘the. site only used at the same time as the

_\gn;General Development Order-1988.as- -amended*no electric service lines shall be
- erected. or’ placed on the appllcation gite above gqround level without the prior

..o REASON . | .o, enabie ‘the Local Planning Authority to ‘exercise control in thé

.General. Development Order 1988 as amended no works  congtituting development

“'i :'REASON -,Av To comply w1th Section 91 of the Town and cOuntry Plann1nq Act




