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1. Statutory Context and Local Policy Compliance
 
1.1 Exemption from Mandatory BNG 
The proposed development qualifies for the Self-Build and Custom 
Housebuilding Exemption under the Environment Act 2021. Therefore, the 
mandatory requirement to calculate and demonstrate a 10% Biodiversity 
Net Gain (BNG) using the statutory metric is not applicable.

1.2 Compliance with Local Requirements (Arun Local Plan Policy ENV DM5) 
This statement is submitted to satisfy the local validation requirement of 
Arun District Council, demonstrating that the development will seek to 
achieve a robust net gain in biodiversity, in compliance with Policy ENV 
DM5.

2. Baseline & Mitigation Summary

2.1 Key Changes and Ecological Opportunities

The development offers two distinct areas for significant ecological gain:

a) Creation of New Permeable Ground: Existing hardstanding and 
outbuildings are being removed to facilitate access. This land will be 
converted to soft landscaping, representing a clear gain from impervious 
surfaces (zero ecological value) to permeable, vegetated habitat.

b) Dedicated Ecological Area: 
A substantial 350 m2area outside the curtilage is secured for permanent 
rewilding.
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2.2 Application of the Mitigation Hierarchy
 
The design process has prioritized the following principles:

3. Proposed On-Site Biodiversity Enhancement Measures
 
The proposal achieves a strong qualitative net gain through targeted 
actions across the site.

3.2 Garden Enhancement (In-Curtiage, from Hardstanding Removal)
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3.3 Species-Specific Integrated Features
 

4. Long-Term Management and Declaration

The success of these measures is contingent upon appropriate long-term 
security and management.

Security: The permanent ecological designation of the350m2 Ecological 
Area and the implementation of all enhancement measures will be secured 
via a Planning Condition attached to the consent.

Management: Simple, non-interventionist management will be detailed for 
the Ecological Area (e.g., no mowing, no use of pesticides), while the new 
soft landscaping will receive standard garden management using wildlife-
friendly practices.

We confirm that the development, through the creation of new permeable 
habitat and the protection of a dedicated 350m2 Ecological Area, will 
deliver a significant positive gain for on-site biodiversity in full compliance 
with Arun Local Plan Policy ENV DM5.


