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TABLE B: LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER TYPES
(see drawing 2106.4/39)

GROUP LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE (LCT)

Summary description SUB-TYPE Summary description

C COASTAL
MARGIN

C1 Tidal mudflats and
saltmarsh

• Tidal mudflats, fringing salt marsh and shingle
banks

• Coastal grazing marsh
• Reed beds
• Wind-sculpted trees/scrub

C1a Inland lagoon • Relatively sheltered marine water

C2 Shingle beach with
groynes

• Shingle beach with timber groynes
• Low sea wall to beach
• Panoramic sea view
• Wind-sculpted trees

C3 Sand dunes • Dry sand dunes and associated grassland 
• Wind-sculpted trees/scrub
• Views across the sea

L COASTAL
PLAIN

L1 Large-scale arable
farmland

• Large arable fields (cereals, oil seed rape etc) L1a Large-scale enclosed
arable farmland

• Intensive arable farmland
• Relatively large fields across relatively flat or

gently undulating landform
• Well developed structure of hedges, shaws,

copses and woodland which break up views
across it and give a sense of large-scale
enclosure

• Typically found on upper coastal plain, at the
foot of the downlands

L1b Large-scale open
arable

• Intensive arable farmland
• Relatively large fields across relatively flat or

very gently undulating landform
• Field boundaries tend to be drainage ditches

and/or fences
• Weak/remnant hedgerow structure in places,

with few mature trees
• Long views to downs to north

L2 Medium/small-scale
arable

• Intensive arable farmland
• Medium-small fields across relatively flat or gently

undulating landform
• Field boundaries include ditches, fencing, hedges
• Greater sense of enclosure as compared with

large-scale arable farmland (L1)
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GROUP LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
TYPE (LCT)

Summary description SUB-TYPE Summary description

L3 Coastal Plain
enclosed pasture

• Pasture bounded by hedgerows, shaws and/or
copses

• Flat or gently undulating land
• Field sizes vary

L5 Woodland • Extensive blocks of woodland
• Typically located on the upper coastal plain and

downland
• Deciduous species characteristic
• Localised hazel coppice
• Includes areas of plantation, including coniferous

trees
L10 Glass houses L10a Glass houses (high

tech)
• Extensive area of glass houses with automatic

watering/temperature controls
• Associated office buildings and car parking
• Access roads/frontages typically mown grass

with ornamental planting and signage
• Shelter belts (including cypress)

L10b Poly tunnels and low
tech glass houses

• Poly tunnels and small glass houses

L12 Horticulture • Nursery growing

L14 Paddock • Grazing for horses
• Fields sub-divided using temporary fencing (eg.

post and white tape)
• Stable buildings and feed/water troughs
• 

L15 Apparently
unmanaged land

• Rough grassland
• Set Aside
• Scrub

L16 Orchard • Fruit trees, typically in ordered rows

D DOWNLAND D1 Wooded valley • Pronounced valley feature
• Small-medium scale fields, enclosed by mature

woodland
• 

D2 Enclosed downland
with strong 
structure

• Rolling chalk uplands with a bold combination of
woodland, farmland and commercial plantations

• Large fields and woodlands on the ridges, smaller
in the valleys

• Views limited by woodland
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