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2 Executive Summary

. 'Flanning pem'\iss:on is sought Yo convert a harn, now disused, to a dwelling house. The
barn had been actively used for the management of a cows for many years but the farm s
‘redu..mg the heid and will not ba keeping cows in the future. The bam is unsuilable for
mﬂdem farmmg :

t.‘\

s A prehmmary ecological bat survey was undertaken in the daylime by Sue Harris, ecologist
on 18 June 2013 to support a planning application

s The rectangular flint and brick, gable ended barri with a pitched roof lay beside farm
, bundmgs in a rural !ocabon but foraging was limited in the srea

s There was potemiai for bafs to roost under the lined siate tiled roof but the roof is not
planned to be replaced. if at. any time it is decided to replace tie roof further investigations
in the form of dusk emergence and or pre<dawn re-entry surveys will be reguired to
consider If it is used for roosting

o Thete was no evidence.of bats robsting undér lifting imber cladding or in 3 smalt number of
. crevices in the walls. it is advised that the crevices in the wall$ are checked for single bats
beéfore ey are fillad and if any evidence of bats roosting is found further advice should be
sought

¢ A large area covered with corrugated metal sheeting butted up to the northern side of the
building. Thare was no potential for bats to roost in this simple structure

» There were no indications to suggest that any furthet investigative wotk would be requiréd
unléss the roof is to be replaced. If it is decided to replace the roof it is essential that dusk
érnefgence and or pre-dawh re-enify survdys dre undertaken to considef if the roof is used
as & bat roost before work commeénces.

« There was no evidence. to suggest that the proposed conversion would destroy or disturb a
bat roost or affect the local esological functionality related to bals as long as the care
detailed regarding cracis in the walls and roofing is adhered to

Bats are a mobile species and if work Is not commenced within the foliowing two years
the building should be checked again Yor bat agﬁgiu gefom work commences

is o has been comipleted for the buildin as it was seen during the surv:e and

discussed in this report. The survey is only valid for the baiiding as seen at during this
&NB! R
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Sue Harrls Bat Surveys hatsurveys@peliveeh.co.uk

3 Background

'- Planning permission is sought to convert a barn niow disused, {o a dwelling house. The bam had

been actively used for the management ofa cows for many years but the farm is reducing the herd

- and'will ﬂot be keeping cows in the future. The bam Is unsuitsble for modern farming.

_ A prealmlnary eooiogical bat survgy was undertaken in the daytime by Sue Harris, ecologist on 18™

June 2013 to supporta p!ann.ng app!ica‘lon

‘The Bat Consewat:on ‘Bat Surveys ~ Good Practice Guidelines 2™ edilion’ have been lzken into

acceunt to determme the extent oT the cnvesbgahve work required on this site,

4 Experience of Ecologist

Sue Harris holds a Natura! England science, education and conservation bat licence (licerce
number 20122242) srid hés considerable experience surveying bulldings and tand for bats and
monitoring bat activity o5 a consultancy basis, Sheé also has censiderable experience planning
miitigation and has been the named ecologist in many Natural Engiand European Protected
Speciés Licences.

Sue alsa is a Natural England roost visitor, rescues and rehabilitates bats in West Sussex ang
takes part in the Bat Conservation Trusts National Bat Monitoring Program during the summer and
the winter hibemation counts.

5 Location

Kiap reference

SU 945023

Address

Bam in Sack Lane.

Lidsey

West Susgex

6 General desc.nphon of building -

The rectanguiar, gable ended bam with a pitched roof iay beside farm buildings in a rurai location.
The long sides of the huilding faced north west fsouth easl. The building was of a two storey
height.

The walls were of flint and brick with some blocks. The pitched roof was made up of lined slates.

The building was divided into one large area and a smaller area on the westemn end and was open
to the roof internalily.

Timber cladding was featyured on the gable ends and two small argas on the westem end.

A large area coverad with corrugated metal sheeting butted up 1o the northem sids of the buikding.
There was no potential for bats to reostin this simple structure.

7 Surrounding Habitat

The huddmg lay amongst more modem fam bua!dmgs which were surrounded by fields. A railway
line lay approximately 500m lo the east’ wrth a smalt river beyond the ratlway.

Hedging lined the fane lgading tome bam and connected to hadging around fields which wens very
flatand open. There is no woodiand in the vicinity.

There are. no Sites of Special Scientific iInterast (S8S) in the vicinity.
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Sue Harmis Bat Surveys batsurvays@pchweb co.uk

8 Leg;siatncn related to bats

Rat spec;es of bats and their roosts are legally pmaec‘ed in England. All bats in England are listed
'_‘as a Eurapean Pro;et:ted Specnes The fotiowxng provides a guide to the legislation.

- The Conservatwn of Habitais and Spec:es Regu:aﬁons 2010 (the “Habitats Regulations™;
_congofidate and update the Conservation (Matural Habitats, &c.) Reguilations 1334 1 ("the 1984
Regisations’).

‘ The Cénéérv&tian of Hatitats and Species Reguiations 2010 fully protect bats and their roosts,
makmg 1( an offence to -

. Del:berately Kill, injure or capture abat

= Deliherataly dlsturb bats

s Damage or destroy a breeding of resting place of bats (even if bats are not occupying the
roost at the time) '

¢ Possess or advertise/selif exchange a bat { dead or afive) or any parts of bats or transport
a bat or any part of 2 bat

s intentionally or recklessiy obstruct dccess to a bat roost

Digturbance of animals includes in particuiar any disturbance which is likely.-

{a) to impair their ability—
(i) to survive, to breed or repradiice, or to rear ar nurture their young, or
(i) in the cs3e of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or
migrate; or
{b) to affect significantly the ocal distribution or abundance of the species to which they
beélong

in addition, the Wildiife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) makes it an offence to:
intentionally or recklessly
» dishurh any bat whiist |t is occupying a structure or place which it uses far shelter or
protection;
» obstruct access to any striucture or place which any bat uses fer shelier or protection.

Natural England, Eurcpean Protected Species Licence would be required if an individual wishes fo
undertake woris/activities that would affect bats and would involve one or more of the fallowing:
capture, kill, disiurbance, transpart andfor damage/desiroy the rocsts or resting places of bats.

Under Reguiation 53{2){e-g)& 53(9)(a-b) of The Conservation of Habitais and Species Regulations
2010 Natural England, under powers conferred by fhe Secretary of State, has authority to issue
licences. In determining whether or not to grant a licence Natural England must apply the
requirements of Regulation 53; of the Regulations and, in particuiar, the three tasts set out in sub-
paragraphs (Z){e}, (S)(a) and (G)}{(bj.

(1) Regulation 8§3(2)(e} states: a licence can be granted for the purposes of “preserving public
health or public safely or other Imperative reasons of overriding public interest including
those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for
the environment”.

{2 Reguianon $3(9)(a) states: the appropriate authority shall not grant a licence unfess thay
are satfsﬁed “that there fs rio sabsfactory alternative”.

{3} Regulaﬁon 53(9){1)) sfates the appropriste authority shail not grant a ficence unless they
are sat:sﬁed “that tha action authorised will not be detrimental to the mainteriance of the
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population of the species concerned at 8 favourable conssrvalion stafus in their natural

. range.”.

Evidénce of ﬂxaprapased provisions to atcommodate ﬁqe bats in the future would be required for a

. licence to be granted where needsd —Jfor example, an alternative roost may need to be provided.

Details of the oo'nduct of the proposed activities would be required in detail.

9 Objectwos of the survey.

e 85 & % O @

To establish if there is any evidence of bats roosting in the building
To establish if there are potential opportunifies for bats to roost within the building

. To investigate’ the species of bat using the building for reosting if relevant

To consider the type of bat roost if refevant

To considex_' access points used by bats i relevant

To consider the implications of the proposed building work to any bat roosts identified or to
potential roosting opportuniies

To provide recommendations. information and mitigation if evidence of bats roosting or
evidence of potentia| bat roosting is identified in the building

10 Methodology of survey

L ]

A detailed inspection of the huilding was undertaken for evidence of bat activity znd for
bats

The buiiding was. surveyed zarefully 2nd thoroughly from the ground and from & ladder by
gye with torches and where appropriate with binoculars

Gors:deratzcn was given to any possible access points open fo bats

The surveyor checked for any evidence of bats incfuding oil stains formed during entry and
exit.of possible roost sites, urine stains, drappings and for bats.

Equipnient used included torches (Exposure single joystick, Petz] duo 14 head fight, spot
fight), Carion.G11 digital camera. Opticron Oregon LE WP binoculars and five piece ladder.
Equipment avaitableé for use included an Aardvark wireless inspection camera with
recerdable monitor and mirrors

The surrounding habitat was considered during the survey to consider its suitability for bats
to forage and commute toforaging '

A desk top study of the surrounding habitat was undenaken accessing appropriate
websites, maps etc. for suitable habitat for bats in the area

11 Weather duting daytime su'rvey
206C.calm, dry, overcast.
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' Barn intemally

| The bam had originally had & moena-pitched roof and at some time the walls had been raised on
| one side and a pitched roof fitted. The imbers supporting the roof were, unusually for abarn, of 8
trussed construction impairing flight to bats in the roof.

‘ ' The bam was divided into twe areas, the western end was a much smalier area. There were three
| large open ducrways allowing access to animals.

rha walls were largaly absent of any rogsting opportunities but there were a small number of
crevices in the end walls of the !arger area. Thesa were around old limbers in the wall and in :
cracks in the flint There was no evidente to-suggest that bats were roosting in these crevices and
most Were cobwebbed suggeshng ammals wera not accessing them.

Thsre were no mostice and tenon joints in the bam.

12. 2 Eaves
There was- aood ‘access to bats into the building at the saves.
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B ) Ros«"ﬂgs

red with s ates !ined_w:tf't tradmonai bitumen roofity

g felt. There was good access

Ac;:es_s ‘urader s ate rocf :

124 Extema! Walls s - a )
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Grewces n extamal wa!l

[ "

1‘2 5. Tlmber ciadding .
“The western end was clad in la::ped It ghtwetght fimber planks over the higher leve!s. The imber
planking was ﬁxed dnArect!y on?.o timber board with a roofing feit lying over it. The timber v/as lifting
in‘many places and # was posssbie to sée undet lafge areas of the timber. There did not appear ta
"be roosting opportunities availabie to bats as the planks were fixed directly onto board. There were

no bat droppmgs bats snen or markmg suggesimg that batls were accessing the imber,

v -
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" Timber over westemend
The eastemn gable end was also clad in timber. The timber was thicker and appeared weil sealed.

13 Summary of survey

« The rectanguiar bam had a pichead roof covered with slate tiles which were lined with
traditional roof lining. There was access available to bats under iifling siates.

» The barnh was divided into 5 large and a smaller area internally and was open fo the roof.
Timber roof trusses restricted the availability of a fiying area in the roof. The building had
been actively used until relatively recently for managing a herd of cows and there was
fighting intermaily.

» There were a small number of crevices in the walfs both internally and extematlly but there
was no specific avidence that bate were acgessing these crevives.

= There was no evidenice to suggest that bats were roosting under liting imber cladding.

« Alarge ares covered with corrugated metal shesling butted up i the northern side of the
building. There was no potential for bails to roost in this simple structurs.

14 Conclusions and recommendations
The bam fies in a flat open rural location with limited foraging to bats in the area.

There were a small number of crevices in the end walls internally and in the external south east
facing wall. There wais no evidence to suggest st bals were roosting in these crevices and in view
of the high level of activity including lighting to manage cows they are likiey to have been
unstitable for use by bats but now the building is not used single bats could roost in these from
time fo time. it would be adviseable fo check any crevices in the walls for bats bsfcre filling or
covering and if 2 bat is seen to seek further advice.

There were a number of siates lifting on the roof. This was lined with a traditional roofing felt. liis
understood that the roofing will not be replaced during the proposed conversion and therefore
potential roosting would remain available to bats. ¥f it is decided to replace the rgof it is essential
that dusk emergence and or pre-dawn re-entry surveys.are undetiaken o consider if the roof is
used as a bat roost before work commences. if the roof is identified as a roost the roof could be
repiaced but at a suitable time of year which would usually be in March/Aprit or September/October
and roosting would need to be retained between slates and roof membrane with appropriate
access 1o bats, '
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There was no evidence to suggest that the roofing was used by bats for roosting internaliy. The |

acmre uge of the bam and Eg’mng together wth a trussed roof would have deterred use. 1

' TRV ‘

-.There was iow to ne potenha! for the timber claddmg on the eastern end (o be used fur roosting by

... - bats due to the construction. There was no evidence under lifilng ptanks which could be seen well
- to suggest that mcsﬁnu was avasiab{e

There were no- mdtmtms tosuggest that any further mvestz,atwe work would be required unless \
" . the roofisto be replaced ,
\

Thera was no ewdence to suggest thal the proposed conversion would destroy or digturb a hat
most or affect the focal eco,‘oglcar functlonalrly related to bats.

15 B:bi:ography

Bat Surveys — Gaod Practice Guidelines — Bat Conservation Trus!

Bat Workers Maoual — Joint Nature Conservation Commities

Bal Mitigalion Guidelires — English Nature { now Netural England)

A Figld Gilde to British Bals — Frank Gréenaway & A. M. Hutson

Bnitish Bats — John Altringham

Long-Earad Bats ~ Susan M Swift

Bats of Britain, Europe and Northwest Africa - Christian Dietz, Otto von Hebverson, Dietmar
Nifl.
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