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Design & Access Statement

L
LIDSEY STATIC CARAVAN PARK

Assessment of Physical Context

The site is located in a flat rural location to the north of Lidsey and the larger settlement of
Bognor Regis. The site comprises a long established static caravan site, with associated
office/shop, toilet, club and maintenance buildings and facilities. It also includes a Civil
Engineering Contractors Yard located in the southeast corner of the site. It is bordered to the
northwest by a smaller static caravan park and to the east y a dwelling and the A29. To the
southeast are a number, of dwellings and a farm yard and to the south is open farmland.

The site is not in a flood plain or an area of archaeological importance. Similarly it is not
designated as an area of outstanding Natural Beauty or other area of landscape or ecological
importance.

Secial/economic and planning context.

!
The site makes a valuable contribution towards the tourist economy in the locality and has been
extremely popular and successful over the years. However some of the facilities are now
inadequate and dated and the central facilities are in need of modernisation and replacement.

y .
In particular the existing maintenance buildings are in poor repair and do not meet the storage
and other requirements oOf the site. Instead of 2 substandard buildings located in different

locations it is proposed that a single building should be provided close to the entrance of the site,

where there is easy access and ample room for landscaping around it. At the same time it is
located away from existing dwelhngs and the static caravans.

Currently the ex1st1ng fac111t1es/clubhouse building is too small and also has to provide a site
office. At the same time. the existing warden, who occupies the mobile home next to the
clubhouse is due to retlre but wishes: to keep his mobile unit on the site.

The proposal would provide accommodation for the new warden and his family and at the same
time provide a site office! This would free up more space in the clubhouse for recreational
activities. At the same time from experience it makes sense to have the office located within or
immediately adjoining thé wardens accommodation. This is because they are on call 24 hours a
day and most book keepmg is undertaken in their living quarters.

The location of the new wardens accommodation and office is adjacent to the parkmg area and
close to the clubhouse. At the same time by being located in the southeast corner it will provide
the warden and his famlly 'with a greater degree of privacy. The importance of this is again
something that has been hlghhghted from years of expenence
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At the same time it Would bring about the cessation of the use of the Civil Engineering
Contractors Yard, whose use has in the past resulted in noise and disturbance for the occupiers of
the nearby mobile homes and dwellings. It has also added to highway dangers bearing in mind
access to the yard is from a substandard farm access onto the A29.

l
In terms of planning pohcles at all levels support the retention, modernisation and expansion of
existing recreational and tourist facilities. They also encourage the cessation of unneighbourly
activities and of making | better use of existing resources. Finally the proposed buildings will be
more energy efficient than the buildings they replace and again this is in accordance with current

Government policy.
i

Involvement of Local Inlterest
The proposal was develophd follows discussions with staff and holiday makers at the site.
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Evaluation

Constraints .

- Rural location l\

- Limited space within the site for new/replacement structures

- The need to have the wardens accommodation, office, parking area and clubhouse close to each
other. '

- The need to site the mamtenance building away from dwellings and mobile homes
’. _

Opportunities ‘,

- To improve the working condltlons of the warden and other staff

- The ability to provide more energy efficient buildings.

- The potential to remove an unnerghbourly use (The Civil Engineering Contractors yard)

- The ability to improve the 51te visually.

- The ab111ty to enlarge the clubhouse area to meet the needs and expectations of hohdaymakers

Desng_n Prmclples , \ll

l

The proposed maintenance bulldmg has been designed to appear as a low profile agri-industrial
building, which would not look out of place either on the mobile home park or in the rural area.
It is low and modest in size, with opaque roof panels to minimise the need for internal lights.
It has 2 main entrances, one for maintenance equipment such as mowers and the other for
machinery and equipment in need of repair. It will be screened to the south and east by a new
hedgerow and set behind a grassed area to the west.

The proposed wardens living accommodatlon and office will have the appearance of a modest
rural dwelling, to reflect and respect the traditional appearance of the dwellings to the east.
Internally it has been laid out to have as many rooms as possible with a westerly or southern

. aspect to maximise natural light ahd heat. It is also designed so that visitors can be entertained in

the lounge adjoining the office, or‘;‘where necessary make use of the kitchen facilities.
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The office and k1tchenxarea will have a clear view of and easy.access to the parkmg area and
clubhouse. The office: area will be accessible for wheelchair users.

Amount of Developm‘é‘nt

The proposed bmldmgs would occupy a similar footprint to the buildings that will be _
demolished. They are modest in their bulk and height and will provide the necessary facilities
for the site to improve and meet the standards expected of high quality static caravan parks.
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Layout

|

As stated above the laym“gt has been largely dictated by the current layout of the site and the needs
of the enterprise. :

Landscaping
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A new hedge will be planted around the proposed new maintenance building. The proposed
wardens accommodation/égfﬁce is already well screened.

Access |

l
No changes are proposed to the existing access arrangements off the A29. In terms.of disabled

access the site is well designed and the parking areas will relate to the communal facilities, which
will all provide for dlsabled access.
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