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LIABILITIES: 

Whilst every effort has been made to guarantee the accuracy of this report, it should be noted that living animals and 

plants are capable of migration/establishing and whilst such species may not have been located during the survey 

duration, their presence may be found on a site at a later date.  

 

This report provides a snapshot of the species that were present at the time of the survey only and does not consider 

seasonal variation. Furthermore, where access is limited, or the site supports habitats which are densely vegetated only 

dominant species maybe recorded. 

 

The recommendations contained within this document are based on a reasonable timeframe between the completion of 

the survey and the commencement of any works. If there is any delay between the commencement of works that may 

conflict with timeframes laid out within this document or have the potential to allow the ingress of protected species, 

a suitably qualified ecologist should be consulted.  

 

It is the duty of care of the landowner/developer to act responsibly and comply with current environmental legislation 

if protected species are suspected or found prior to or during works. 
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1.0 Introduction 

 

Background 

1.1 The Ecology Partnership was commissioned by Barratt Redrow to produce a report to 

support the discharge section 8 of Condition 4 from the appeal decision. The red line 

boundary of the site is shown below in figure 1.  

 

 
 

1.2 The site was granted outline planning permission at appeal APP/C3810/W/23/3323858 in 

December 2023. The appeal was regarding planning application AL/178/22/OUT for 89 

new dwellings, open space and associated works. As part of the appeal decision Condition 

4 was issued which contained several parts with regards to landscape and ecology. This 

document has been put together to discharge section 8 (viii) of condition 4 with regards to 

a reserved matters application. Section 8 of Condition 4 is detailed below: 

 

(viii) A Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy for protected and Priority species prepared by a suitably 

qualified 

ecologist. The content of the Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy shall include: 

(a) Purpose and conservation objectives for the proposed enhancement measures; 

(b) detailed designs or product descriptions to achieve stated objectives; 

(c) locations, orientations, and heights of proposed enhancement measures by appropriate plans; 

(d) details of persons responsible for implementing the enhancement measures; and 

(e) details of initial aftercare and long-term maintenance. 
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The Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details 

and all features shall be retained as approved thereafter. 

 

 Purpose and Objectives  

1.4 This document is designed to discharge the biodiversity enhancement strategy 

requirement to ensure that enhancement measures for protected species and habitats is 

incorporated into the construction methodology.  

 

1.5 Therefore, the documents main objectives are: 

• Review previous reports to identify key considerations of the site; 

• Identify species for which enhancements would be appropriate within the design of 

the site; 

• Recommend locations for enhancements within the design. 

• Provide meaningful low maintenance enhancements for targeted species. 

• Establish responsibilities, maintenance, and aftercare. 

 

Responsible Persons 

1.7 Barratt Redrow and any appointed management company are responsible for the 

implementation of the enhancements. If there is uncertainty with regards to this 

document, then Barratt Redrow or its appointed management company can contact The 

Ecology Partnership / or another ecological consultant, to ensure this document is 

interpreted correctly.  

2.0 Baseline Ecological Review 

 

2.1 The site was found to be an arable field under cultivation at the time of previous baseline 

survey work, including the 2024 update walkover. The 2026 walkover found that the field 

has been left fallow and not put to crop, however the field comprised of modified 

grassland kept at a short-managed sward and was at the same value to arable land due to 

its poor condition.  The site supported thin grassland margins and hedgerows around the 

site boundaries which were the most important features on site. These are largely to be 

retained as part of proposals. The field and existing residential property were considered 

to provide very limited ecological value. Biodiversity net gain has been addressed within 

a separate report. 
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3.0 Ecological Enhancements 

 

3.1 Due to the nature and extent of the development, ecological enhancements are restricted 

to the use of log piles around the edges of the site to support common reptile species which 

are known to be present in around existing site boundaries and within the landscape and 

hedgehogs, which are known to be present within the residential adjacent to the site and 

potentially utilising the habitat edges. In addition, bird and bat boxes as well as bee bricks 

are also proposed. Locations of ecological features are shown in Appendix 1.  These will 

total: 

• 20 x Integrated Bat Boxes within Buildings; 

• 45 x Integrated Bird Boxes within Buildings; 

• 12 x Integrated Bee Bricks within Buildings; 

• 2 x Bat Boxes on Trees; and 

• 3 x Log Piles 

• 3x Rubble Hibernacula  

 

3.2 Log piles are created using any woody material removed during works or by bringing in 

locally sourced wood / brash for use as refugia by reptiles, amphibians, small mammals 

and invertebrates such as stag beetles.  

 

3.3 These will be located within the retained grassland site boundaries and scrub / grassland 

creation areas. These should be stacked, and leaf litter added. Examples of log piles are 

shown in Figure 2 below. It is recommended that the piles are a mixture of larger stacked 

logs and smaller brash. Leaf litter and the use of turf can also add value. The locations of 

the log piles are shown in Appendix 1.  

 

3.4 The created log piles must be covered with a wire mesh nailed into the logs to provide a 

deterrent to vandalism and residents removing the logs for personal use.  

 

3.5 Reptile rubble hibernacula will be created on site. These will be formed by taking the turf 

up from the ground where the feature is to be situated. Then a pile of rubble will be formed 

with cracks and cavities for reptiles to access. Finally, the feature will be covered over with 

earth and the turf that was removed at the beginning of the process. (See Figure 3, 

Locations are shown in Appendix 1). 
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Figure 2: Examples of log pile creation 

 

 

Figure 3: Reptile Hibernacula (Taken from London Gatwick Northern Runway Project, 

2024) 

 

3.6 Integral bird and bat boxes will be built into new houses on site. The locations are shown 

in Appendix 1. These should be built high up on the external wall of new buildings, a 

minimum of 4m from the ground. The boxes can be built to match brick types or can be 

rendered over in keeping with the rest of the build. These features contain a sealed unit 
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which wildlife can use within the wall and will not be able to access other areas of the 

building. These features require no maintenance. Models by Bird Brick Houses are 

recommended although alternative long-lasting models maybe used to best match the 

design of the new dwellings. 

 

 

Figure 4: An example of a Bird Brick Houses bird box (Bird Brick Houses, 2024) 

 

 

Figure 5: An example of a Bird Brick Houses bat box (Bird Brick Houses, 2024) 
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Figure 6: Integrated Bee Brick 

 

Twelve Bee Bricks will be built into the south facing walls within the development. These provide 

breeding habitat for solitary bees.  
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Figure 7: Vivara Pro Low Profile WoodStone Bat Box 

 

3.7 In addition two bat boxes will be installed on mature trees to the north and southwest of 

the site. It is recommended that a woodcrete box is used such as the Vivara Pro Low Profile 

WoodStone Bat Box, for a long-lasting maintenance free bat box.  These will be cited a 

minimum of 4m from ground level with an orientation of southwest, south or southeast 

and should be exposed to the sun for at least a part of the day. 

 

3.8 Hedgehogs have suffered substantial decline in recent decades for a variety of reasons, 

one of which is a decline in suitable habitat and connectivity around developments. As 

such hedgehog highways shall be designed into the wooden fencing on site. These gaps 

will also allow movement of other species across the site such as reptiles, amphibians, and 

small mammals. The hedgehog highway gaps will be 13 x 13 cm and will be marked with 

a small sign so residents know of their significance.  
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Figure 8: Hedgehog Highway Hole 
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4.0 Ongoing Management/Maintenance  

 

4.1 It is for Barrat Redrow or its appointed management company is to ensure the long-term 

management of the features within communal areas of the development and replace any 

feature that is missing or become not fit for purpose as appropriate. 

5.0 Conclusions 

 

5.1 The site has been subject to various ecological surveys to ensure that protected species and 

local wildlife have been considered as part of the scheme.  

 

5.2 Specifications have been provided for the recommended log piles / refuge piles, bird and 

bat boxes as well as bee bricks and hedgehog highways. However, if there is a requirement 

for changes to be made, consultation with an ecologist should be undertaken to ensure the 

locations of these remain appropriate.  

 

5.3 It is considered that this report is sufficient to discharge condition 4 section viii. 
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Appendix 1 Enhancement Locations 
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