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LIABILITIES: 

Whilst every effort has been made to guarantee the accuracy of this report, it should be noted that living animals and 

plants are capable of migration/establishing. Whilst such species may not have been located during the survey 

duration, their presence may be found on a site at a later date. This report provides a snapshot of the species that were 

present at the time of the survey only and does not consider seasonal variation. Furthermore, where access is limited, 

or the site supports habitats which are densely vegetated, only dominant species may be recorded. 

 

The recommendations contained within this document are based on a reasonable timeframe between the completion of 

the survey and the commencement of any works. If there is any delay between the commencement of works that may 

conflict with timeframes laid out within this document or have the potential to allow the ingress of protected species, 

a suitably qualified ecologist should be consulted. 

 

It is the duty of care of the landowner/developer to act responsibly and comply with current environmental legislation 

if protected species are suspected or found prior to or during works. 
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1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1 The Ecology Partnership was commissioned by Barratt Redrow to produce a report to 

support the discharge section 6 of Condition 4 from the appeal decision. The red line 

boundary of the site is shown below in figure 1. 

 

 
Figure 1: Redline boundary 

 

1.2 This application follows the Outline Planning Permission approved at appeal on 8 

December 2023 under reference AL/178/22/OUT, which established the principle of 

development and the means of access. As part of the appeal decision Condition 4 was 

issued which contained a number of parts with regards to landscape and ecology. This 

document has been put together to discharge section 6 (vi) of condition 4 with regards to 

a reserved matters application for the appearance, landscaping, layout and scale (pursuant 

to outline permission AL/178/22/OUT) for the construction of up to 89 residential 

dwellings and open space and associated works”. Section 6 of Condition 4 is detailed 

below: 

 

“(vi) A Biodiversity Gain Plan to ensure that there is a minimum 10% net gain in biodiversity 

within a 30-year period as a result of the development. The net biodiversity impact of the 

development shall be measured in accordance with the Secretary of State's biodiversity metric as 

applied in the area in which the site is situated at the relevant time. The content of the Biodiversity 

Gain Plan shall include the following: (a) Proposals for the on-site biodiversity net gain; and (b) A 

management and monitoring plan for onsite biodiversity net gain including 30-year objectives, 
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management responsibilities, maintenance schedules and a methodology to ensure the submission 

of monitoring reports in years 2,5,10,15,20,25 and 30 from commencement of development, 

demonstrating how the Biodiversity Gain Plan is progressing towards achieving its objectives, 

evidence of arrangements and any rectifying measures needed. The development shall be carried 

out in accordance with the approved Biodiversity Gain Plan.” 

 

2.0 Biodiversity Net Gain 

 

2.1 The site was originally surveyed by The Ecology Partnership in May 2021 and November 

2022 for the outline application, the original baseline was taken in the Phase 1 habitat 

classification and converted for use within the 3.1 version of the metric. An updated 

baseline assessment was undertaken in April 2024, with habitat classification and 

condition assessments undertaken with regards to the latest UKHAB and Statutory Metric 

Guidance. As there had been no significant change in habitat value on site between 2022 

and 2024 (as detailed within the updated PEA walkover document), it is considered that 

this is the most reprehensive value of the original fixed outline submission baseline using 

correct guidance and condition assessment to inform a statutory metric calculation a 

requirement of the condition. As such this baseline has been used for this calculation. For 

the updated reserved matters scheme the Statutory Metric version 1.0.4 has been used. The 

baseline habitats were identified within the Application Site:  

• Cropland – Cereal crops; 

• Grassland – Modified land (seeded grass at site entrance); 

• Grassland - Other neutral grassland (field margins); 

• Heathland and shrub - Bramble scrub ; 

• Urban – Developed land, sealed surface (Existing vehicular access and residential 

house drive etc); 

• Urban – Vegetated Garden (Within existing residential property); 

• Individual trees – Urban tree (Within garden – These are not counted as they are 

small size in diameter within vegetated garden as per guidance); 

• Individual trees – Rural tree (Two trees at western site entrance); 

• Native Hedgerow; 

• Native Hedgerow – associated with bank or ditch; and 

• Native Hedgerow with trees - associated with bank or ditch;  
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2.2 The Native Hedgerow with trees from the western boundary within the previous 

calculations has been excluded from this calculation as it has been established that this 

feature is indeed outside the red line boundary within the neighbouring property. The 

habitats from The Ecology Partnership 2024 survey are shown in Figure 2 below: 

 

 
Figure 2: Baseline habitat map 

 

2.3 Arable land dominated the site with the field under crop. Since the baseline was 

established, the arable field has not been put to crop over the last year or so and has 

succeeded to ‘poor condition’ neutral grassland. It is noted that this is the same value as 

arable land under the Statutory Metric. The existing vehicular entrance to the field 

consisted of a hardstanding entrance which transitioned to modified grass into the site. 

This was formed of what appeared to be a species poor seeded grass. The field boundaries 

were more diverse and considered to be other neutral grassland due to a higher diversity 

of grasses, and species of grass and herbs present. A small stand of bramble scrub was 

present near the site entrance. The remaining habitat was comprised of the existing 

residential property at 24 Meadow Way with house, driveway and paving, vegetated 

garden and associated small trees. The substation to the west of the site has been 
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discounted from the calculation as this is in ownership of a utilities company and is not 

under the control of the planning application or future management. 

 

2.4 There are three hedgerow and tree line habitats within the site.  

• Hedgerow 1 – Native Hedgerow from the southern boundary and is dominated 

by hawthorn.  

• Hedgerow 2 – Hedgerow associated with bank or ditch, this formed the western 

half of the northern boundary and again was dominated by hawthorn, this 

parallel with a small ditch which held a small amount of water for part of the 

feature at time of the survey. This has been noted as being dry for the majority of 

the year.  

• Hedgerow 3 – Native Hedgerow with trees and associated with bank or ditch – 

this formed the eastern half of the northern boundary and was associated with a 

section of dry ditch. This had no water at the time of the survey.  

 

2.6 The proposed habitats have been taken from the submitted Fabrik detailed landscape 

plans and also referring to the Aspect Arboricultural Method Statement issued 15th April 

2026.  

 

2.7 The baseline habitats are provided below in table 1 and 2. 

 

Table 1: Baseline Habitats – 3.85ha (Excluding Trees) 

Habitat Ha (area) Condition 

Cropland – Cereal Crop 3.5848 N/A 

Grassland – Modified Grassland 0.0469 

 

 

Poor 

Heathland and Shrub – Bramble 

Scrub 

0.002 N/A 

Urban – Developed Land; 

Sealed Surface 

0.03 N/A - Other 

Urban – Vegetated Garden 0.0225 N/A 

Grassland – Other Neutral 

Grassland 

0.1449 

 

0.1416 (enhanced to Other 

Neutral Grassland – 

Moderate Condition) 

Poor 

Individual Trees – Rural Tree 

(Small) 

0.0041 (Retained) Moderate 

Individual Trees – Rural Tree 

(Medium) 

0.0163 (Retained) Moderate 
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Table 2: Baseline linear features 0.648km 

Habitat Length (Km) Condition 

Hedgerow 1 – Native 

Hedgerow 

0.356 Moderate 

Hedgerow 2 – Hedgerow 

associated with bank or ditch 

0.124 Moderate 

Hedgerow 3 – Native 

Hedgerow with trees and 

associated with bank or ditch 

0.168 Moderate 

 

2.8 Post development habitats provided below in tables 3 and 4. 

 

Table 3: Post development habitats – 3.85 ha (Excluding Trees) 

Habitat Ha (area) Condition 

Urban – developed land sealed 

surface (New buildings) 

0.6475 N/A - Other 

Urban – developed land sealed 

surface (New Roads, driveways 

and paths) 

1.1996 N/A - Other 

Urban – Vegetated Garden 

(New residential gardens) 

0.8642 N/A 

Artificial Unvegetated; 

Unsealed Surface (Gravel paths) 

0.0725 N/A - Other 

Heathland and shrub – Mixed 

Scrub (New Scrub to west of the 

site) 

0.0254 Moderate 

Grassland – Modified Grassland 

(Grassland verges in 

management) 

0.206 Moderate 

Urban – Introduced Shrub 

(Ornamental planting) 

0.1252 N/A 

Grassland – Other Neutral 

Grassland (New boundary 

wildflower grassland) 

0.3154 

 

0.0249 (hedgerow mix) 

Moderate (A soil test will be 

undertaken to ensure best 

mix is chosen) 

Grassland – Other Neutral 

Grassland (Flowering lawn)) 

0.0497 Poor 

Grassland – Other Neutral 

Grassland (Wet wildflower mix 

within SUDs) 

0.1793 Moderate 

Individual Trees – Urban Tree 

(114 new small trees planted 

across the development) 

0.4642 Poor 

Grassland – Other Neutral 

Grassland 

0.1416 

 

Enhanced from Poor 

Condition Other Neutral 

Grassland 

Moderate 
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Table 4: Post development linear features – 0.785km 

Habitat Length (KM) Condition 

Hedgerow 1 – Native 

Hedgerow 

0.356  

(0.348 retained) 

Moderate 

Hedgerow 2 – Hedgerow 

associated with bank or ditch 

0.124 retained Moderate 

Hedgerow 3 – Native 

Hedgerow with trees and 

associated with bank or ditch 

0.168 retained Moderate 

New Hedgerow  – Species-rich 

native hedgerow planted 

around open space 

0.099 Moderate 

New Hedgerow – Ornamental 

Hedgerow around southern 

central play space 

0.046 Poor 

 

2.9 The proposals for the site are shown in Figure 3 below and attached in Appendix 1. 

 

 
Figure 3: Site proposals 
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Figure 4: Headline results 

 

2.8 It can be seen that a +6.40% increase of habitat units, with an increase of +0.52 habitat units 

overall. With regards to hedgerow units, there will be an increase of +15.23% hedgerow 

units with an increase of +0.68 hedgerow units overall. Although net gain is achieved on 

site, the calculation falls short of the +10% requirement. As such the remaining short fall 

of 0.29 credits (factoring in any other additional trading requirements) will be bought from 

the local habitat bank marketplace. Quotations are already being gathered. Once this 

calculation has been given initial approval from the LPA, credits will be formally bought 

an updated report and the relevant net gain plan form and paperwork will be submitted. 
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3.0 On Site Management Programme 

 

3.1 All the operations in the maintenance and management strategy will prioritise 

sustainability, and this will be reviewed as part of the landscape documents. This review 

will include the suitability of species in the long term with a view to global warming, the 

need for watering after the initial maintenance liability period and the use of imported 

mulches. The habitats will need to be managed for a minimum of 30 years as part of the 

biodiversity net gain agreement, this will ensure the establishment and the establishment 

of targeted conditions. The habitats will then be managed beyond this time following the 

same management plan to ensure long-term landscape management for the housing 

development. 

 

Maintenance Operations 

3.2 This management plan assumes that the landscape scheme will have been implemented 

based on detailed drawings that have been produced in accordance with the landscape 

areas as shown in Appendix 2. This document has incorporated the maintenance 

provisions for plant establishment and therefore provides a comprehensive source of 

maintenance requirements following practical completion.    

 

3.3 Proposed maintenance operations are outlined in the below list of overarching 

requirements which should be read in conjunction with the actions contained in the tables 

outlining annual management operations. 

 

3.4 Management principles are devised for the following landscape elements that are 

proposed or existing within the site: 

• Planting of new street trees within the development to create new habitat features; 

• Planting of additional trees within landscaped areas; 

• New native scrub thicket planting to the east of the site;  

• Seasonably wet areas of SuDS attenuation basins; 

• Ornamental planting 

• Grassed areas: mown amenity, flowering lawn and wildflower meadow and 

• Hedgerow creation and management. 
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Overarching Requirements 

3.5 All areas of planting/vegetation should be cleared of litter at least once a month to keep 

the site clean and tidy. 

 

3.6 The requirement for watering should be assessed regularly during long, dry periods 

(typically during the summer months between April and September) to ensure that all 

areas of new and existing planting are maintained in good health and vigour. Trees, 

shrubs, and hedge planting should be watered regularly and in response to weather 

conditions. 

 

3.7 Any damaged shoots/branches are to be pruned back to healthy wood.  Plants are to be 

pruned in accordance with good horticultural practice to maintain healthy well-shaped 

specimens.  

 

3.8 As part of turfing and seeding, when newly turfed and seeded areas reach 50mm they 

should be lightly rolled and cut to a height of 40mm, trimming the tips on dry day. All 

arisings shall be removed.  Any bare patches shall be made good at this time.  Amenity 

(Modified Grassland) Lawn areas should then be cut at appropriate intervals during the 

growing season to maintain a 40mm high sward.  Watering, weeding and repair of all 

erosion and settlement with reseeding or turfing shall be undertaken as required to 

establish a uniform and healthy stand of grass.  

 

3.9 Replacement planting should be carried out in November or February/March, avoiding 

the winter frosts.  Replacement seeding should be carried out in spring or autumn. 

New Tree Planting 

3.10 The objectives for new tree planting include the following 

• To integrate ecological features within the development area; 

• To strengthen the landscape structure; 

• Provide new habitat creation; 

• Provide a range of trees with differing age, structure, character and species. 

 

3.11 An annual inspection will be undertaken of tree stakes and ties, which are to be adjusted 

as necessary and removed once tree anchorage has been established. Similarly, any trees 
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any time should be 75mm. All litter and debris 

should be removed prior to mowing. Cut as and 

when necessary to a height of 50mm, depending on 

area, with all arisings removed. Trim all edges. All 

arisings should be removed.  

 

Yr 2 onwards: cut to maintain grass height of 50mm 

or 75mm, depending on the area, and remove 

arisings.   

 

To maintain healthy growing 

grassed areas with 90% 

minimum cover and a 

diverse flowering sward 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Inspect and, if required, cultivate and overseed areas 

of worn grass.  

 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Inspect in late autumn and assess the need for winter 

maintenance; principally scarification and/or 

aeration.  

 

✓ ✓ ✓ 

Longer Sward Grassland with Wildflowers (Other Neutral Grassland – Moderate) 

5.27 The objectives for wildflower grassland include the following; 

• To promote a biodiverse sward with desirable species composition (EM5 meadow 

mix for loamy soils or EH1 hedgerow mixture), a soil test should be undertaken to 

ensure the most appropriate mix is used; 

• To promote a natural, attractive appearance; 

• To maintain a diverse sward composition through the use of sensitive management 

regimes and control scrub and undesirable ruderal species; 

• As far as practicable avoid the use of fertiliser and herbicides; 

• To promote habitat diversity and a nectar-rich sward; and 

• Cut to a minimum height of 100mm to avoid killing and injury to reptiles.  

 

5.28 Areas are present along the northern and southern aspects of the site and around the SuDS 

basins to the east.  

 

5.29 Most of the sown meadow species are perennial and are slow to establish. Soon after 

sowing there will be a flush of annual weeds, arising from the soil seed bank. These weeds 

can look unsightly, but they will offer shelter to the sown seedlings, are great for bugs, 

and they will die before the year is out. So, resist cutting the annual weeds until mid to 

late summer, especially if the mixture contains Yellow Rattle, or has been sown with a 

nurse of cornfield annuals. Then cut, remove and compost. Early August is a good time. 

This will reveal the young meadow, which can then be kept short by grazing or mowing 
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through to the end of March of the following year. Dig out any residual perennial weeds 

such as docks. The grassland will be mown to a height of 100mm with arisings cleared 

from the site. 

 

5.30 In the second and subsequent years sowings can be managed in a number of ways which, 

in association with soil fertility, will determine the character of the grassland. The best 

results are usually obtained by traditional meadow management based around a main 

summer hay cut in combination with autumn and possibly spring mowing. Meadow 

grassland is not cut from spring through to late July/August to give the sown species an 

opportunity to flower. After flowering in July or August take a ‘hay cut’: cut back with a 

scythe, petrol strimmer or tractor mower to c 100mm. Leave the ‘hay’ to dry and shed seed 

for 1-7 days then remove from site. Mow the re-growth through to late autumn/winter to 

c 100mm and again in spring if needed. Loamy soils tend to be more fertile, encouraging 

the growth of grasses. Increasing the frequency of mowing or grazing to remove surplus 

grass can help to maintain a balanced sward structure with a good flower content 

 

5.31 The diversity of the grassland should be subject to ongoing monitoring to ensure 

maximum ecological benefit. The monitoring of the grassland will be undertaken by the 

management company and should include a review of a suitably qualified ecologist 

against the baseline and the aspired condition.  

 

5.32 No selective herbicides will be used within these grassland areas. Instead, pernicious 

weeds (for example, dock and thistle) will be removed by hand, or burnt. All arisings will 

be removed from the site, immediately after cutting. Any litter will be removed prior to 

each cut, and leaves will be raked off grass prior to autumn cuts.  

 

5.33 Existing grassland margins are to be enhanced under proposals. The existing grassland 

should be supplemented with seeding of EM5 or EH1 mix or the most suitable mix after a 

soil test. Care of reptiles must be taken within these areas, with grass cut within the active 

season (March/ April – October temperature dependent) in two stages firstly to 100mm, 

before being left for 24hrs before cutting the ground level with arisings removed. As such 

only sections of this habitat should be prepared at any one time and should be done so in 

consultation with the project ecologist, leaving suitable adjacent habitat untouched whilst 
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6.0 Conclusions 

 

6.1 This document has been put together to discharge section 6 (vi) of condition 4 with regards 

to a reserved matters application and Biodiversity Net Gain. 

 

6.2 This report provides the details of the revised onsite BNG proposals. This report provides 

a management and maintenance plan and requirements to meet the required conditions 

for each proposed habitat. Habitats on site will be managed for 30years and the funding, 

management and monitoring mechanisms required have been detailed within this report. 

The remaining credits required to reach 10% will be purchased from a local habitat bank, 

as soon as the LPA confirm that they approve the updated metric. This will be 

accompanied by the required net gain form and other required paperwork.  

 

6.3 The proposals ensure that a net gain can be achieved through the use of onsite habitat 

creation and long-term management. Remaining required credits will be bought from a 

local offsite habitat credit provider.  

 

 



Appendix 1: Proposed Habitats 
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Appendix 2: Landscape Plans 
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