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Condition Assessments

Disclaimer:

The information provided within this report has been prepared and provided in accordance with the
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s (CIEEM) Code of Professional Conduct.
We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions.

This report is intended for the sole use of the Client and their agents in accordance with the agreement
under which our services were performed. Unauthorised communication, reproduction or usage of this
report by any party other than the aforementioned is prohibited. No liability is accepted by Lizard
Landscape Design and Ecology for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for which it was
originally prepared and provided. This report does not constitute legal advice. No warranty, express or
implied, is made as to the advice in this report or any other service provided by us.

Validity:

This report is valid for 18 months from the date of the site visit. If works have not commenced by this date,
an updated site visit should be carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist to assess any changes in the
habitats present on site, and to inform a review of the conclusions and recommendations made.
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Condition Assessments

1.0 BASELINE CONDITION ASSESSMENTS

1.1 Modified Grassland = Poor Condition

n site, Land Near Nyton Stables, Nyton Road,
dingbourne

2th April 2024 Hayley Swann

ue to the time of year, certain species of the flowering
lants may not have been visible or may have been
therwise inconspicuous at the time of the survey and
ence overlooked. These are accepted constraints.

Modified Grassland
U 92347 06513

. L . .

c. 4 - 5 species per m2.

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per m? present, including at least 2 forbs (these may
include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate
or Good condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m?
(excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess
whether the grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where
a grassland is classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant
condition sheet.

N Sward height was similar in length
at the time of the survey.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cmand at least 20% is more

B [than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates
to live and breed.

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered
scrub such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type.

N Some of the grassland was used for

horse grazing.
Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical

D |damage include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by
high levels of access, or any other damaging management activities.

N Bare ground exceeded 10% across
. . . X the grassland at the time of the
E Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a survey.
concentration of rabbit Warrens)z.
Y No braken was present on site.
F |Cover of bracken Pferidium aquilinum is less than 20%.
Y There were no invasive species

noted within the grassland area.

G |There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCA").

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Good (3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Moderate (2)

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; X
OR

Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding
criterion A)

Poor (1)
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Condition Assessments

1.2 Ruderal / Ephemeral = Poor Condition

On site, Land Near Nyton Stables,
Nyton Road, Aldingbourne

2th April 2024 Hayley
wann

SU 92347 06513 uderal / Ephemeral

N Habitat dominated by
Vegetation structure is varied, providing opportunities for vertebrates and nettle
A |invertebrates to live, eat and breed. A single structural habitat component or
vegetation type does not account for more than 80% of the total habitat area.
N as above
The habitat parcel contains different plant species that are beneficial for wildlife,
B [for example flowering species providing nectar sources for a range of
invertebrates at different times of year.
Y

Invasive non-native plant species (listed on Schedule 9 of WCA") and others
which are to the detriment of native wildlife (using professional judgement)?
cover less than 5% of the total vegetated area®.

Note - to achieve Good condition, this criterion must be satisfied by a
complete absence of invasive non-native species (rather than <5%
cover).

N

« Passes all 3 core criteria;

AND

« Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

Good (3)

« Passes 2 of 3 core criteria;
OR
« Passes 3 of 3 core criteria but does not Moderate (2)
meet the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

« Passes 0 or 1 of 3 core criteria. Poor (1)
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Condition Assessments

1.3 Rural Trees = Moderate Condition

n site, Land Near Nyton Stables, Nyton
oad, Aldingbourne

12th April 2024 Hayley Swann

A

U 92347 06513 Existing Rural Trees

Y Species include ash, hawthorn and blackthorn
A The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native
species).
Y Automatic pass
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover
B [making up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide (individual
trees automatically pass this criterion).
N Trees are semi and early mature
C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)’.
There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human N
D activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of
expected canopy for their age range and height.
Y Deadwood present
E Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such
as presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.
Y
F [More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.
: N
Passes 5 or 6 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)
Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.
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1.4

Native Hedgerow = Moderate Condition

Condition Assessments

On site, Land Near Nyton Stables, Nyton Road, Aldingbourne

12th April 2024 Hayley Swann

Native Hedgerow

Gap between ground and base of canopy

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy
growth.

Gappy to base

E1:

Thee clas's:

human activities.

IThere s more fian orie age:class: (or:
morpholodyy.of freg present:(for exaimple:
YOuRg: i ature; vetéran and. o ancien(a),

B1. |Gap-hedgebase| o'\ for >00% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65
of the Hedgerow Survey Handbook).
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no
B2 Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total length; and matter how smal).
canopy continuity |No canopy gaps >5m [Access points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but
are not subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of
a gate).
(This:is e level.of disttbanae (exeluding wildife disturbance) it
e base:of the: hedgerow::
=4 width: of dndistarbied: ground with:
G i baceot: o for ground:is:preserit for dt feast:90%: of the: Hedgerom.:
el i) >00%: of fergth: lerigtt;: dreatér than: 1 i width-and miust be: présent alorig at:
Gpfarey ‘an i Jrom: guter edge of oneside of the:
perennial
vegetation and
18 present on: ong side of the: hedgerow.:(This: crtenon i thie: val the: base as:d:
(at Teash): ouivdary habitat with the capacity to support 4 wide range of
species: vation, heavity frodderi 1 poachisd ground
etc: san limit avalabie habitat niches:
Natrignt-entichied: 1Rlant species indicative: of nutrent [The ndicator spedies used are netles Untica spp;; cléavers: Neiils t basain
C2.1 fperenial entichinerit-of sils dorinete <20%; Gaiioty apanine: and. dotks: Rurtiex spp.: Their presence; sither: i e o D0%
Vvegetation: cover of the area nf undisturtied: ground::|Sirgly or togethier, does not exceed the' 20% cover: threshold: i
None noted
Recently introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised
>00% of the hedgerow and undisturbed  |in the UK since AD 1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count as
. ground is free of invasive non-native plant|natives. For information on archaeophytes and neophytes see
D1. hvas;]ve and . |species (including those listed on the JNCC website*, as well as the BSBl website® where the
neophyte species Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently ‘Online Atlas of the British and Irish Flora® contains an up-to-
introduced species. date list of the status of species. For information on invasive non:
native species see the GB Non-Native Secretariat website’.
This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led None noted
>90% of the hedgerow or undisturbed to or lead to deterioration in other attributes.
D2. [Currentdamage [ground is free of damage caused by

This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or
rubble, or inappropriate management practices (for example,
excessive hedgerow cutting).

[This: criteron add g
ot b Hich: allow: for:

range ofag o

anid there is-on average at least one:

ient.of trees: arid: phovid
for different. specie:

miattre; anclent or vetsran:
per20:=: 50mof hiedgerow.

present:

E2:

AL least 95%: of hiedgerow trees are it
healihy condiion:(excluding: veteran
ifeatires: valuable forwildlife): Thereis

This: crteron identifies: if the trees: are subject to damage which

ikt o id of. drigd

[
o tree’ heaith by damage: fon livestock:
orwild:dnimals; pests: of diseases; or

hiitnan activity:

e suirvival dand health-ofthe individial

ITYF O

SpRCITIBNS:
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Condition Assessments

No more than 2 failures in total,

No more than 1 failure in any functional
group.

No more than 4 failures in total;

[AND

Does not fail both attributes in more than
one functional group (for exampile, fails
attributes A1, A2, B1 and C2 = Moderate
condition).

Fails a total of more than 4 attributes ;
OR

Fails both attributes in more than one
functional group (for example, fails
attributes A1, A2, B1 and B2 = Poor

diti

Moderate

Poor

1.5 Line of Trees = Moderate Condition

On site, Land Near Nyton Stables, Nyton
Road, Aldingbourne

2th April 2024 Hayley Swann

SU 92347 06513 Line of Trees

Oak, hawthorn and blackthorn.

A |At least 70% of trees are native species.

Y Continuous tree line
Tree canopy is predominantly continuous with gaps in canopy cover making
up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 m wide.

=z

One or more trees has veteran features and or natural ecological niches for
C |vertebrates and invertebrates, such as presence of standing and attached
deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

There is an undisturbed naturally-vegetated strip of at least 6 m on both sides |N Adjacent a road
to protect the line of trees from farming and other human activities (excluding
grazing). Where veteran trees are present, root protection areas should follow

standing advice?.

At least 95% of the trees are in a healthy condition (deadwood or veteran
features valuable for wildlife are excluded from this). There is little or no
evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by damage from livestock or
wild animals, pests or diseases, or human activity.

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)
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Condition Assessments

2.0 PROPOSED CONDITION ASSESSMENTS

2.1 Other Neutral Grassland = Moderate Condition

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, with a consistently high Y Diverse wildflower mix shall be
proportion of characteristic indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat type used.

(and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which may be listed in the UKHab
A |description).’

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate or Good condition for
non-acid grassland types only.

N Sward height similar in length.
Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cm and at least 20% is
B |more than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, birds
and small mammals to live and breed.
N
c Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including localised areas, for example,
rabbit warrens®.
Y Grassland will be managed and
monitored.
D Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20% and cover of scrub (including
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.) is less than 5%.
Y Grassland will be managed and
Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal condition® and physical damage monitored.

(such as excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, damaging levels
of access, or any other damaging management activities) accounts for less than 5% of
E |total area.

If any invasive non-native plant species4 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCAS) are present,
this criterion is automatically failed.

There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m? present, including forbs that are
characteristic of the habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 cannot
F contribute towards this count).

Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good condition for non-acid
grassland types only.

N ST

Ny

.
. .

7

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Passes 5 or 6 criteria, including
essential criterion A and additional |Good (3)
criterion F.

Passes 3 - 5 criteria, including

essential criterion A. Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria;

OR

Passes 3 or 4 criteria excluding
criterion Aand F.

Poor (1)

MR A BAKER
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Condition Assessments

2.2 Mixed Scrub = Moderate and Poor Condition

All scrub is native, with at

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and :
composition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description (where in ler:te?\?o. woody species
its natural range).' P ’
- At least 80% of scrub is native,
A |- There are at least three native woody species?,
- No single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel
Corylus avellana, common juniper Juniperus communis , sea buckthorn
Hippophae rhamnoides or box Buxus sempervirens , which can be up to 100%
cover).
N
B Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veteran3) shrubs
are all present.
Y Managed and monitored to
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species“ (as listed on ensure this.
C |Schedule 9 of WCAS) and species indicative of suboptimal condition® make up
less than 5% of ground cover.
Y Managed and monitored to
D The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall grassland ensure this.
and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.
N
£ There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing
sheltered edges.
N -u:~.w \\N
Passes 5 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Y All scrub native, with at
least 3no. woody species
present.

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance
and composition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description
(where in its natural range).!

- At least 80% of scrub is native,

A |- There are at least three native woody species?,

- No single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel
Corylus avellana, common juniper Juniperus communis , sea buckthorn
Hippophae rhamnoides or box Buxus sempervirens , which can be up to
100% cover).

Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veteran®)
shrubs are all present.

Y Managed and monitored
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species* (as listed on to ensure this.

C |Schedule 9 of WCA®) and species indicative of suboptimal condition® make
up less than 5% of ground cover.

The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall
grassland and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.

There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing
sheltered edges.

FReapeeh

Passes 5 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2)

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1) X

MR A BAKER
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Condition Assessments

2.3 Individual Trees = Moderate Condition

L

All proposed trees are native species.
The tree is a native species (or at least 70% within the block are native species).

Y Automatic pass
The tree canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making
B |up <10% of total area and no individual gap being >5 mwide (individual trees
automatically pass this criterion).

C [The tree is mature (or more than 50% within the block are mature)‘.

There is little or no evidence of an adverse impact on tree health by human Y Trees will be managed and monitored.
activities (such as vandalism, herbicide or detrimental agricultural activity). And
there is no current regular pruning regime, so the trees retain >75% of expected
canopy for their age range and height.

Natural ecological niches for vertebrates and invertebrates are present, such as
presence of deadwood, cavities, ivy or loose bark.

F |More than 20% of the tree canopy area is oversailing vegetation beneath.

Passes 5 or 6 criteria Good (3)

Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)

Note that ‘Fairly Good and Fairly Poor’ condition categories are not available for this broad habitat type.
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2.4

Native Hedgerow = Poor Condition

Condition Assessments

B1. |Gap - hedge base

Gap between ground and base of canopy
<0.5 m for >80% of length

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow, and its distance from the ground to the lowest leafy
growth.

Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65
of the Hedgerow Survey Handbook).

This cannot be
quaranteed.

[This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no
matter how small).

This cannot be
quaranteed.

neophyte species

Schedule 9 of WCA®) and recently
introduced species.

B2 Gap - hedge Gaps make up <10% of total length; and
canopy continuity |No canopy gaps >5 m [Access points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but
are not subject to the >5 m criterion (as this is the typical size of
a gate).
[Thiis s the:level: of i ingiwelife g at
the base: of the:hedgerow.:
i pnewidth of undistarbed ground with:
3 i o Ui i Tor ait feast 90% ot th
fo! s
’-’;‘fj‘:g”a’“nzd 0% o legth: Grigtis; gt Satar a1 i i wick B ThUSE b ot Gseit aforg
G jaradns ; froi Gt edgerol lGast Gre St o th
perennal
. and:
: oni-one side:of th [This: criteri I ialuie: of th base:asa
{at least): boundary habitat with the:tapacity fo: support a wide' range: of:
e ivation eavily: Tootgatiy Hied gnaurid
ete: gan-limit @vaitable:habitatNiches::
Nutrient:antichied: 1Plant species: ‘of hutrient The ihdcatar species used are netiles: Uniea: spp;; cleavers [ oot be
C2: Ipereninial eririchiment of solls dommihate:£20% Gl apari ks Rumex: spp. THEW presence; either Aot
[vagatafior cover ot the ared of indistilrbed grouid: - |singly of todether. dues ot exeecd the 20% cover thrastiold: b g
Mananged and
Recently introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised tr;li(;nnored o achieve
>80% of the hedgerow and undisturbed ~ |in the UK since AD 1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count as :
hvasi d lground is free of invasive non-native plant|natives. For i ion on and see
D1, [nvasive an species (including those listed on the JNCC website*, as well as the BSBI website® where the

‘Online Atlas of the British and Fish Flora® contains an up-to-
date list of the status of species. For information on invasive non-|
native species see the GB Non-Native Secretariat website’.

D2. |Current damage

>80% of the hedgerow or undisturbed
ground is free of damage caused by
human activities.

This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led
to or lead to deterioration in other attributes.

This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or
rubble, or inappropriate management practices (for example,

excessive hedgerow cutting).

This cannot be
quaranteed.

Good

AND

group.

No more than 2 failures in total;

No more than 1 failure in any functional

Moderate

AND

No more than 4 failures in total;

Does not fail both attributes in more than

condition).

one functional group (for example, fails
attributes A1, A2,

B1 and C2 = Moderate

Poor

Fails a total of more than 4 attributes;
OR
Fails both attributes in more than one
functional group (for example, fails
attributes A1, A2,
condition).

—

B1 and B2 = Poor
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