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Disclaimer:

The information provided within this report has been prepared and provided in accordance with the
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s (CIEEM) Code of Professional Conduct.
We confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions.

This report is intended for the sole use of the Client and their agents in accordance with the agreement
under which our services were performed. Unauthorised communication, reproduction or usage of this
report by any party other than the aforementioned is prohibited. No liability is accepted by Lizard
Landscape Design and Ecology for any use of this report, other than for the purposes for which it was
originally prepared and provided. This report does not constitute legal advice. No warranty, express or
implied, is made as to the advice in this report or any other service provided by us.

Validity:

This report is valid for 18 months from the date of the final survey visit. If works have not commenced by
this date, an updated site visit should be carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist to assess any changes
in the habitats present on site, to inform whether surveys should be updated.
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Biodiversity Net Gain Statement

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Lizard Landscape Design and Ecology has been commissioned to provide a
Biodiversity Net Gain Statement for the Land Near Nyton Stables, Nyton
Road, Aldingbourne. This report has been written with due regard to best
practice guidance for ecological report writing (CIEEM, 2017) and the
Biodiversity Net Gain: Good Practice Principles for Development (CIEEM,
2019) and the Biodiversity Net Gain User Guide (DEFRA, 2023).

1.2 The development does not appear to qualify under any exemption and will

therefore be subject to the standard Biodiversity Gain condition.

Site Overview

1.3 The site measures c. 1.38 hectares (ha) and is located in Aldingbourne,
West Sussex. To the northern boundary is the B2233, Nyton Road, the
western boundary is bordered by fields and the southern and eastern
boundaries are bordered by a settled traveller site. The main body of the site
consisted of modified grassland. The boundary vegetation consisted of
ruderal vegetation and scrub along most of the boundaries. The northern
boundary and northern half of the western boundary consisted of ruderal

vegetation on bunded hardcore piles.

Surrounding Landscape
1.4 The surrounding landscape consists primarily of rural villages. The city of
Chichester is located c. 3.1 miles (m) to the west. The A27 runs on a west

east axis, c. 390 meters to the north of the site.

Development Proposals

1.5 It is understood that the proposals include the construction of 4no. mobile
home plots with associated areas of parking, storage and space for touring
caravans. To the north and west of the site, an ecological enhancement area

has been proposed.
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METHODOLOGY
Assigning Strategic Significance

Due to the lack of Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) within Sussex,
strategic significance has been assessed as per table 8 of the User Guide
(DEFRA, 2023). This included assessing whether the site was located within
a Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB), as well as examining the local plan for any specific targets

regarding creation or retention of certain habitat types.

Where sites were found to be located within any designated area, such as an
AONB, policy statement and management plans for the relevant area were
examined. High strategic significance was then assigned to any habitat

identified as a priority within these documents.

For any sites not located within a designated area, habitats were generally
assigned low strategic significance, unless they were considered to provide
important ecological linkages in which case they were assigned medium

strategic significance.

Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment

A baseline habitat assessment in accordance with the UK Habitats
Classification Manual (UKHabs Ltd., 2023) was undertaken on the 12" of
April 2024 by Hayley Swann ACIEEM. No habitat degradation had taken
place prior to the survey and the baseline data is considered to be an
accurate reflection of the ecological value of the site. Full details of the
habitats present are contained within the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
(LLD3087-ECO-REP-001) and summarised herein.

All area based and linear habitats were mapped on site with the aid of aerial
imagery and topographical survey where available. The condition of habitats
was assessed in accordance with The Statutory Biodiversity Metric -
Technical Annex 1: Condition Assessment Sheets and Methodology
(DEFRA, 2023).
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2.2.3 The habitats, their condition and strategic importance were input into the
Statutory Biodiversity Metric Calculation Tool (DEFRA, 2023). The area of
habitats which would be retained or enhanced based upon the current
proposals was also added to the calculator. This allowed the existing

baseline value and loss of biodiversity units to be established.

2.2.4 The proposed habitats areas and linear habitat lengths was calculated, and
target condition determined based upon the existing and proposed
management regimes of the site, in consideration with what could realistically
be expected to be achieved. Once input into The Biodiversity Metric

Calculation, the overall change in value of the site could then be determined.
2.3 Survey Constraints / Considerations

2.3.1  Areas and linear lengths have been rounded to the nearest 10m? and
measurements input to the metric using three decimal places. Due to the
output of the Metric being displayed to two decimal places, slight imprecision
in output may occur.
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RESULTS
Strategic Significance and Irreplaceable Habitat

The site is not within any ecological designation, such as a Biodiversity
Opportunity Area or Nature Improvement Area and no habitats on site are
directly referenced in any local plan or other such document. Habitats on site

have therefore been classified as being of low strategic significance.
There is no irreplaceable habitat within or immediately adjacent to the site.
Baseline Habitat Value

Habitat Degradation
No site clearance or habitat degradation was evident, and the baseline
information gathered is considered to be a true presentation of the on-site

habitats at the time of the survey.

On-Site Habitats
The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment concluded that the existing

baseline biodiversity value of the site was 3.48 Habitat Units, consisting of:

e 1.216ha of modified grassland in poor condition providing 2.43 habitat
units.

e 0.131ha of ruderal / ephemeral in poor condition providing 0.26
habitat units.

e 0.003ha of developed land, sealed surface providing 0.0 habitat units
(condition assessment N/A).

o 0.006ha of artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface providing 0.0
habitat units (condition assessment N/A).

e 0.025ha of bramble scrub providing 0.10 habitat units (condition
assessment N/A).

o 0.086ha of rural trees in moderate condition providing 0.69 habitat

units.

MR A BAKER
LAND NEAR NYTON STABLES, NYTON ROAD, ALDINGBOURNE
LLD3087-ECO-REP-004-00




3.2.3

3.24

3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

3.2.3

3.4

3.4.1

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL AL/26/25/PL

Biodiversity Net Gain Statement

Some of the existing habitat on site is to be retained in its current condition,

meaning the retention of 1.55 habitat units comprised of:

o 0.252ha of modified grassland
e 0.13ha of ruderal / ephemeral
e 0.025ha of bramble scrub

e 0.086ha of rural trees

A full condition assessment for each existing habitat type is detailed in

Appendix A.
Baseline Hedgerow Value

On-Site Hedgerows
The Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment concluded that the existing
baseline biodiversity value of the site was 1.80 Hedgerow Units, consisting
of:
o 0.072km of line of trees in moderate condition providing 0.29
hedgerow units.
e (0.378ha of native hedgerow in moderate condition providing 1.51

habitat units.

Most of the existing hedgerow on site is to be retained in its current condition,

meaning the retention of 1.78 habitat units comprised of:

e 0.072km of line of trees

o 0.372km of native hedgerow
A full condition assessment for each existing hedgerow type is detailed in
Appendix A.
Baseline Watercourse Value

No watercourses are present on site.

MR A BAKER
LAND NEAR NYTON STABLES, NYTON ROAD, ALDINGBOURNE
LLD3087-ECO-REP-004-00




3.5

3.5.1

3.52

3.5.3

3.6

3.6.1

3.6.2

3.6.3

ARUN DISTRICT COUNCIL AL/26/25/PL

Biodiversity Net Gain Statement

Proposed Habitat Creation

Proposals are to result in the creation of new habitat on site including:

o 0.031ha of developed land, sealed surface which includes the mobile
homes.

o 0.062ha of mixed scrub proposed along the western boundary within
the ecological enhancement area.

o 0.187ha of vegetated garden proposed within the gardens of the
plots.

o 0. 445ha of other neutral grassland proposed within the north and
west of the site within the ecological enhancement area.

o 0.245ha comprised of artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface which

includes the proposed parking and access.

Condition assessment of all proposed habitats other than the mixed scrub
and other neutral grassland is not applicable and a standard score has been
assigned to these habitats. The proposed mixed scrub and other neutral
grassland have been assigned a target condition of ‘moderate’ which is

considered to be achievable within the context of the site.

A full target condition assessment for each proposed habitat creation type is

detailed in Appendix B. Proposed habitats would deliver 3.76 habitat units.
Proposed Hedgerow Creation

Proposals are to result in the creation of new hedgerow on site including:
o 0.23km of native hedgerow which includes the proposed hedgerow

separating the plots from the ecological enhancement area.

The proposed native hedgerow has been assigned a target condition of

‘poor’ which is considered to be achievable within the context of the site.

A full target condition assessment for each proposed hedgerow creation type
is detailed in Appendix B. Proposed hedgerow would deliver 0.44 hedgerow

units.
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Proposed Watercourses

No new watercourses are proposed within the scheme.

Trading Summary
All trading rules have been satisfied.
Overall Results

Once all retention and habitat creation measures are taken into account, the
scheme shall result in 5.31 habitat units, resulting in a net increase of 1.83
habitat units and a 52.41% Biodiversity Net Gain in Habitat Units across
the site with all trading rules satisfied. Additionally, the scheme shall result in
2.22 hedgerow units, resulting in a new increase of 0.42 hedgerow units and
a 23.33% Biodiversity Net Gain in Hedgerow Units across the site, with all

trading rules satisfied.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

4.1 Metric calculations have identified that the proposed scheme would result in
over +10% Biodiversity Net Gain, complying with the current Local Planning
policy, subsequent to the provision of legal agreement / conservation
covenant, to ensure that the proposed habitats are delivered for at least 30

years.

42 To ensure the above habitats are managed into the future, a suitable
management plan shall be produced. This shall include management
prescriptions for new habitat areas including aspects such as mowing

regimes, which shall ensure the target conditions are achieved.
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Appendix A — Condition Assessment for Existing Habitats and Hedgerow
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Modified Grassland in Poor Condition:

. L

There are 6-8 vascular plant species per e present, including at least 2 forbs (these may
include those listed in Footnote 1). Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate
or Good condition.

Where the vascular plant species present are characteristic of medium, high or very high
distinctiveness grassland, or there are 9 or more of these characteristic species per m?
(excluding those listed in Footnote 1), please review the full UKHab description to assess
whether the grassland should instead be classified as a higher distinctiveness grassland. Where
a grassland is classed as medium, high, or very high distinctiveness, please use the relevant
condition sheet.

N Sward height was similar in length
at the time of the survey.

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less than 7 cmand at least 20% is more

B |than 7 cm) creating microclimates which provide opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates
to live and breed.

Any scrub present accounts for less than 20% of the total grassland area. (Some scattered
scrub such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. may be present).

Note - patches of scrub with continuous (more than 90%) cover should be classified as the
relevant scrub habitat type.

N Some of the grassland was used for

horse grazing.
Physical damage is evident in less than 5% of total grassland area. Examples of physical

D |damage include excessive poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, erosion caused by
high levels of access, or any other damaging management activities.

N Bare ground exceeded 10% across
. . X X the grassland at the time of the
£ Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 10%, including localised areas (for example, a survey
concentration of rabbit Warrens)z.
Y No braken was present on site.
F |Cover of bracken Pferidium aquilinum is less than 20%.
Y There were no invasive species

noted within the grassland area.

G |There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species3 (as listed on Schedule 9 of WCAA).

Passes 6 or 7 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Good (3)

Passes 4 or 5 criteria including

passing essential criterion A Moderate (2)

Passes 3 or fewer criteria; X
OR

Passes 4 - 6 criteria (excluding
criterion A)

Poor (1)
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Ruderal in Poor Condition:
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« Passes all 3 core criteria;

AND

« Meets the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

Good (3)

« Passes 2 of 3 core criteria;
OR
« Passes 3 of 3 core criteria but does not Moderate (2)
meet the requirements for Good condition
within criterion C.

« Passes 0 or 1 of 3 core criteria. Poor (1)
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Rural Trees in Moderate Condition:
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Native Hedgerow in Moderate Condition:
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Line of trees in Moderate Condition:
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Appendix B — Target Condition Assessment for Proposed Habitats and

Hedgerows
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Other Neutral Grassland = Moderate Condition
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Mixed Scrub = Moderate Condition

.

All scrub is native, with at

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type - the appearance and | 3 o )
composition of the vegetation closely matches its UKHab description (where in east TO' woody species
resent.
its natural range).1 P
- At least 80% of scrub is native,
A |- There are at least three native woody species?,
- No single species comprises more than 75% of the cover (except hazel
Corylus avellana, common juniper Juniperus communis, sea buckthorn
Hippophae rhamnoides or box Buxus sempervirens , which can be up to 100%
cover).
N
B Seedlings, saplings, young shrubs and mature (or ancient or veterans) shrubs
are all present.
Y Managed and monitored to
There is an absence of invasive non-native plant species“ (as listed on ensure this.
C [schedule 9 of WCAS) and species indicative of suboptimal condition® make up
less than 5% of ground cover.
Y Managed and monitored to
D The scrub has a well-developed edge with scattered scrub and tall grassland ensure this.
and or forbs present between the scrub and adjacent habitat.
N
£ There are clearings, glades or rides present within the scrub, providing
sheltered edges.
Passes 5 criteria Good (3)
Passes 3 or 4 criteria Moderate (2) X
Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1)
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Native Hedgerow = Poor Condition

Gap between ground and base of canopy

This is the vertical ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow, and its distance fromthe ground to the lowest leafy
growth.

is canno
[guaranteed.

human activities.

B1. |Gap- hedge base | . & 11 for >90% of length
Certain exceptions to this criterion are acceptable (see page 65 of
the Hedgerow Survey Handbook).
This cannot be
[guaranteed.
This is the horizontal ‘gappiness’ of the woody component of the
hedgerow. Gaps are complete breaks in the woody canopy (no
g |Gap- hedge Gaps make up <10% oftotal length; and | ater how smal.
canopy continuity |No canopy gaps >5m [Access points and gates contribute to the overall ‘gappiness’ but
are not subject to the >5 mcriterion (as this is the typical size of a
gate).
s s the lavel of i idifte at
the base of the hedgerow:
51 Wit of undistutbed grotnd with
B i oh: for: = Q0% Ui o] s present for at least 40% of the:
phgahos ot dength: fergth; greater than: 1::min: width: and. must be present:along at ieast]
G Honioiter edas ot e e o i
vegetation: ad
o lgipreserit o one skle: of the: hedgerow. [ TS ciiterien: thie:valkig: of the: baseasa
(atleast): houndary halbitat with:the: capacity to support @ wide range of.
species: Cullivation, higavily trodden footpaths; poached grourid
ete: camirmt avaitabie habitat niches:
Nutrient-enriched: | Plant species indicative. of niutrent: [The:indicator species used are netites Unthca spp.; cleavers 3
g g g : : THiis: canhot be
L2 of soils Gall o} W docks R, Spp.Thgir . githes: arnieed
vegetation: of the area of undisturbed ground, [singly-ortogetier; does hot exceed the 20%: cover threstisk. 9 2
and
Recently introduced species refer to plants that have naturalised in monltored to achieve
>90% of the hedgerow and undisturbed |t UK since AD 1500 (neophytes). Archaeophytes count as <
ground is free ofinvasive non-native plant |natives. For onar p and see the
D1. 'n"e":sl:’;:sndemes species (including those listed on Schedule[JNCC website®, as well as the BSBIwebsite® where the ‘Online
& P 9 of WCAE) and recently introduced Atlas of the British and Irish Flora™® contains an up-to-date list of the
species. status of species. For information on invasive non-native species
see the GB Non-Native Secretariat website’.
This criterion addresses damaging activities that may have led to or| This cannot be
lead to dets ti ther attributes. uaranteed.
>00% of the hedgerow orundisturbed [ ©o0 (0 detenomtion in other atirioutes N
D2. |Currentdamage |ground is free of damage caused by

This could include evidence of pollution, piles of manure or rubble,
or inappropriate management practices (for example, excessive
hedgerow cutting).
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