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“Greenfield runoff rate” The rate of runoff that would occur from the site in its undeveloped
and therefore undisturbed state.

“Impermeable area” all paved or roof areas that are not specifically designed to be permeable.

“Maintenance” means the on-going maintenance of all elements of the sustainable
drainage system (including mechanical components) and will include elements such
as; on-going inspections relating to performance and asset condition assessments,
operation costs, regular maintenance, remedial works and irregular maintenance
caused by less sustainable limited life assets.

“Operation” Activities which are required to ensure that control components function
as per the approved design

“Peak rate of runoff” is the highest rate of flow from a defined catchment area assuming
that rainfall is uniformly distributed over the drainage area, considering the entire drainage
area as a single unit and estimation of flow at the most downstream destination(s) only

“Previously developed land” refer to definition in Annex 2 NPPF. This may be
referred to as brownfield development.

“Single property drainage system” This is the constituent parts of a drainage system
within the curtilage of a single property and that only receive flows from that property.

“Structural integrity” Ensures that a system fulfils its design function

“Unacceptable deformation” Changes, failure or damage that prevents the design function
of the component or drainage system such that safety and/or flood risk is adversely impacted.

“Urban Creep” This is the conversion of permeable surfaces to impermeable over time

e.g. impermeable surfacing of front gardens to provide additional parking spaces, extensions

to existing buildings, creation of large patio areas. The consideration of urban creep (is best) assessed on
a site by site basis but is limited to residential development only.

It is important that the appropriate allowance for urban creep is included in the design
of the drainage system over the lifetime of the proposed development. The allowances
set out below are applied to the impermeable area within the property curtilage:

Non-Statutory Technical Standards for Sustainable Drainage: Practice Guidance 28
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Residential development density Change allowance
Dwellings per hectar % of impermeable area
<25 10

30 8

35 6

45 4

=50 2

Flats & apartments 0

Note where the inclusion of the appropriate allowance would increase the total impermeable
area to greater than 100%, 100% should be used as the maximum.

“Viability” as used in the explanatory notes reflects economic viability as defined
within the Town and Country Planning Act and utilised by Local Planning Authorities.

“Water body” A manageable unit of surface water, being the whole (or part) of a
stream, river or canal, lake or reservoir, transitional water (estuary) or stretch of
coastal water. A ‘body of groundwater’ is a distinct volume of groundwater within an
aquifer or aquifers.

‘Developers have a vital role to play in delivering the outcomes of risk management strategy. Planning
authorities should take necessary regard of not just the statutory planning framework and the National
FCERM Strategy, but also the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. The Local Strategy should be
considered as supplementary planning guidance (SPG) and therefore form a material consideration in the
planning process. In so doing, future developments will take proper regard of the local flood risk
management strategy including the risk of flooding from surface water, groundwater and ordinary
watercourses. Information on principally coastal and fluvial flooding may be found in the Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment, although some also seek to address surface water flood risk’.
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