
Regulations through potential killing, injury or disturbance of dormice and damage to resting 
places. 

3.1 Short‑Term Impacts: Disturbance 

Removal of c.200 m² of scrub will be required. Short‑term increases in noise, vibration, visual 
disturbance, dust deposition and localised light spill during construction could affect dormice 
within retained habitats. 

3.2 Long‑Term Impacts 

3.2.1 Habitat Loss or Modification 

Permanent loss of approximately 200 m² of scrub is anticipated. Any reduction in habitat area 
available to the local population could be deleterious without adequate 
mitigation/compensation to maintain conservation status. 

3.2.2 Fragmentation and Isolation 

The proposals do not sever contiguous habitats; no significant fragmentation or isolation effects 
are anticipated. 

3.2.3 Disturbance (Operational) 

Operational effects may include intermittent noise associated with residential occupation and 
increased external lighting. Given dormouse nocturnality, effects are most likely around early 
evening and in summer months; these are managed through lighting controls and edge planting. 

4. Mitigation and Compensation 

A comprehensive mitigation and (where required) compensation package will be implemented 
to ensure legal compliance and maintenance of FCS. 

4.1 Works Under a Suitably Licensed Ecologist (SLE) 

4.1.1 Timing, Methods and Capture 

• Vegetation clearance will be undertaken sympathetically.  

• Clearance will adopt a staged approach: upper sections removed in winter (Nov–Mar), 
with roots/trunks removed in spring once temperatures are suitable and dormice have 
emerged from hibernation. 

• Winter clearance should be planned as a two‑stage process with hand‑sensitive 
techniques (single haul‑route, long‑reach grab/limited drag lines, directional felling) to 
minimise ground impact, consistent with Bright et al. (2006). 



• Root removal will use hand tools where practicable, or a toothed‑bucket excavator from 
April onwards subject to suitable temperatures. 

• All site personnel involved in vegetation removal will receive a toolbox talk from the 
before works commence. 

4.2 Construction‑Phase Protection 

• Retained hedgerows/trees will be demarcated prior to construction with robust fencing 
(e.g., Heras; acoustic screening where appropriate). 

• Signage will identify sensitive habitat; all contractors will receive a toolbox talk before 
works. 

4.3 Operational Controls 

• Establish a 1–2 m bramble edge along compensatory hedgerow margins to create an 
effective barrier against disturbance and cat predation (see Figure 4). 

• External lighting to use low‑level, hooded bollards with zero upward light and minimal spill 
to hedgerow/woodland edges; lighting design to follow bat/dormouse‑sensitive best 
practice (e.g., warm spectrum, curfew, PIR control). 

4.4 Post‑Development Management and Site Safeguards 

• Weed suppression using chippings; supplementary strimming or spot glyphosate where 
necessary. 

• No trimming/reduction during first five years other than light access safety cuts; thereafter 
coppice/trim on a 3–4 year rotation during Jan–Feb only. 

• Long‑term responsibility for compensatory hedgerow planting and site habitat 
management rests with the landowners (or appointed management company). 

5. Implementation, Responsibilities and Licensing 

• Contractor RAMS to integrate ecological method statements and exclusion zones. 

• Any changes to scope, timing or working methods to be approved by ecologist prior to 
implementation. 

• Post‑works Ecologist note to confirm compliance for planning condition discharge 
reporting. 

 

 



6. Figures and Appendices 

Appendix 1. Site Location Plan  

Appendix 2. Habitat Plan and Retained Features  

Appendix 3. Correspondence from Natural England 

Prepared: 31 October 2025 
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