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1. GENERAL 

1.1 All plants will conform to BS 3936-1 (1992): and be in accordance with the 

National Plant Specification. Supplying nurseries will be registered under the HTA 

Nursery Certification Scheme. All trees shall be planted in accordance with BS: 

845:2014. All plants will be packed and transported in accordance with the Code 

of Practice for Plant Handling as produced by CPSE. 

1.2 Planting will not be carried out when the ground is waterlogged, frost bound or 

during periods of cold drying winds. 

1.3 All bare-root planting stock will be kept covered until actually planted in order to 

minimise water-loss and prevent the roots from drying out. 

1.4 All bare-root planting stock will be root dipped in an approved water-retaining 

polymer.  

1.5 If the formation level is compacted it should be ripped through before topsoiling. 

Recommended topsoil depths are 450mm for shrubs and 150mm for grass.  

2. TREE PLANTING 

Ground Preparation and Tree Pit Excavation 

2.1 If the formation level is compacted it will be ripped through before topsoiling.  

2.2 Where necessary existing weeds will be treated with a suitable glyphosate-based 

herbicide and a suitable period allowed to elapse, as recommended by the 

manufacturer, for the herbicide to take effect.  

2.3 Tree pits will be excavated to at least twice the diameter of the root spread and 

to be planted in accordance with BS 4428 (1989). The bottom and sides shall be 

forked to break up the subsoil. Tree pits vary in size depending on the species 

being planted. The tree pit size is shown on the canopy calculator table on the 

tree planting plan. The dashed blue line indicates the corresponding size of the 

tree pit where the required soil volume required is located for each particular 

tree. All extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 

50mm diameter in any dimension will be removed from site. 

Planting 

2.4 Trees to be planted in areas of open space or within site boundaries, in areas 

where existing soil will be retained, are to be placed into the pits and backfilled 
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with local topsoil previously stripped from the site. For trees planted within the 

housing layout, as the tree pit detail shows, trees will have new imported topsoil 

(TS1 Multipurpose Grade Topsoil, BS: 3882:2015 compliant) backfilled into the 

tree pit, with subsoil de-compacted. A general-purpose slow-release fertiliser (at 

the rate of 75gm/m2) and Tree Planting and Mulching Compost (at the rate of 

20litres/m2) are to be incorporated into the top 150mm of topsoil during 

backfilling. Where tree pits are more than 300mm deep, backfilled material shall 

be consolidated/firmed in 150mm layers. 

2.5 Trees shall be planted as per the tree pit details shown on the tree planting plan. 

2.6 Trees shall be well firmed-in and secured with stakes, proprietary rubber tree ties 

and spacers as below.  

2.7 All newly planted trees over 1.5m high will be held so that movement at the root 

collar is minimised until new roots have developed to anchor the tree. Therefore, 

low staking (75mm dia x 1.5m length) will be used and attached to the tree at 

approximately 600mm above ground level. Stakes will be driven 300mm into 

undisturbed ground before planting the tree, taking care to avoid underground 

services and cables. The trees will be staked using proprietary rubber ties and 

must be firmly fixed with a spacing device used to prevent chafing against the 

tree. 

2.8 All trees will be double-staked. Composted bark mulch will be spread to a depth 

of 75mm across in a 1.0m diameter circle around all individual trees, ensuring 

that desirable groundcover plants (where present) are not buried.  

2.9 All trees and shrubs shall be watered in at the end of each day of planting. 

2.10 Shrubs and hedges are to be set out as shown on the drawing and pit planted 

into the prepared soil at the specified centres with minimal disturbance to the 

rootball and well firmed in. Spread ornamental pine bark mulch to a depth of 

75mm across all new planting areas, ensuring groundcover plants are not buried. 

Maintenance during first growing season 

2.11 All dead, dying or diseased trees will be replaced with trees of similar size and 

species.  If the failure of the tree is due to disease and the disease is considered 

likely to re-occur then an alternative species may be used as replacement if 

agreed with the LPA. 
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2.12 The site is to be visited as required throughout the year to undertake the 

following operations: 

2.13 Weed clearance: All planting areas will be kept weed free by hand weeding or 

herbicide treatment. 

2.14 Checking trees: All tree ties and stakes will be checked and adjusted if too loose, 

too tight or if chafing is occurring. Any broken stakes will be replaced.  

2.15 Formative pruning: Any damaged shoots/branches will be pruned back to healthy 

wood. Plants will be pruned in accordance with good horticultural practice to 

maintain healthy well-shaped specimens. 

Watering during first growing season 

2.16 The requirement for watering of newly planted trees will generally be dependent 

on weather conditions during the first growing season following planting.  In a dry 

season watering may be required on a fortnightly basis from immediately after 

planting until the end of the growing season, but in a wet season watering may 

not be required at all.  Therefore, trees shall be monitored regularly by test 

digging down to root level to assess the water content of the soil, with watering 

undertaken as required to ensure that the soil is at field capacity 2-3 days after 

watering. 
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3. NATIVE HEDGE TRANSPLANTS 

Ground Preparation 

3.1 Where necessary existing weeds will be treated with a glyphosate-based herbicide 

and a suitable period allowed to elapse, as recommended by the manufacturer, 

for the herbicide to take effect. 

3.2 All extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 

50mm diameter will be removed from site to a registered waste disposal facility. 

Planting 

3.3 Bare-root hedge plants shall be notch planted in a triple staggered row at the rate 

of 7 plants per linear metre (using L-, T-, H-shaped or straight notches) using 

spades of a design suitable for this purpose. Rows shall be 500mm apart. The 

notches must be vertical and deep enough for the roots to hang freely, with the 

transplant being planted so that the root collar is exactly level with the ground 

surface. The notch must then be closed and the soil will be well firmed round the 

roots in line with the guidelines as set out in BS 4428 (1989). 

3.4 Container-grown hedge plants will be planted into a pit dug 1.5x the diameter of 

the root mass, with the bottom and sides of the planting pit broken up to aid root 

expansion. The plants will be planted so that the root collar is exactly level with 

the ground surface. 

3.5 All bare-root hedge planting stock will be protected from rabbit damage using 

approved proprietary 600mm clear plastic spiral guards, supported with 0.9m 

12/14lb canes as advised by the manufacturer. 

3.6 All container-grown shrubs will be protected from rabbit damage using approved 

proprietary 600mm plastic shrub shelters, supported with 0.9m x 32 mm x 32mm 

softwood stakes as advised by the manufacturer. 

Maintenance during first growing season 

3.7 All dead, dying or diseased hedge plants will be replaced with plants of similar 

size and species.  If the failure of the plant is due to disease and the disease is 

considered likely to re-occur then an alternative species may be used as 

replacement if agreed with the LPA. 

3.8 The planting area will be kept weed free throughout the maintenance period using 

approved herbicides in April, June and August. 
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4. NATIVE STRUCTURE PLANTING 

Ground Preparation 

4.1 Where necessary existing weeds will be treated with a glyphosate-based herbicide 

and a suitable period allowed to elapse, as recommended by the manufacturer, 

for the herbicide to take effect. 

4.2 All extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 

50mm diameter will be removed from site to a registered waste disposal facility. 

Planting 

4.3 Bare-root plants shall be notch planted at 1m centres (using L-, T-, H-shaped or 

straight notches) using spades of a design suitable for this purpose. The notches 

must be vertical and deep enough for the roots to hang freely, with the transplant 

being planted so that the root collar is exactly level with the ground surface. The 

notch must then be closed and the soil will be well firmed round the roots in line 

with the guidelines as set out in BS 4428 (1989). 

4.4 All bare-root planting stock will be protected from rabbit damage using approved 

proprietary 0.6m (for shrub species) or 1.2m (for tree species) plastic shrub/tree 

guards, supported with 0.9m (or 1.35m for trees) x 32mm x 32mm softwood 

stakes as advised by the manufacturer 

Maintenance during first growing season 

4.5 All dead, dying or diseased plants will be replaced with plants of similar size and 

species.  If the failure of the plant is due to disease and the disease is considered 

likely to re-occur then an alternative species may be used as replacement if 

agreed with the LPA. 

4.6 Any broken stakes on shelters will be replaced and all tree and shrub guards 

adjusted as required to ensure continued protection from browsing damage. 

4.7 The planting area will be kept weed free throughout the maintenance period using 

approved herbicides in April, June and August. 
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5. GRASS  

Preparation 

5.1 The area to be turfed or seeded will be sprayed out with a glyphosate herbicide 

and cultivated to a depth of 100mm removing all weeds, debris and stones over 

50mm diameter. The surface will be raked to smooth flowing contours with a fine 

tilth, incorporating pre-seeding fertiliser at 70 g/m2. 

5.2 Herbicide will not be used to clear any weeds or remove existing grass from 

beneath and in close proximity to any existing trees. Weeds and any existing 

areas of grass will be removed by hand. 

Delivery and Storage 

5.3 Turf will be supplied in accordance with BS: 3936. Turf will be Medallion as 

supplied by Rowlawn. It will be close textured and green in colour and be 

sufficiently fibrous to withstand handling. Turves will be regular in shape, 300mm 

wide and of uniform thickness (minimum 25mm). The grass will be closely mown 

and will not exceed 25mm in height. Turf will be stacked in piles of up to 1 metre. 

It will not be laid in frosty or waterlogged conditions and will not be stacked in 

rolls for more than three days.  

Turf 

5.4 Turfing operations will be in accordance with BS:4428:1989. Whole turves will be 

laid around the perimeter of the area to be turfed. The central area will be laid in 

rows with staggered joints, well butted together, working from planks positioned 

on turves already laid. The turf will be watered on completion. Any unevenness 

will be made good by lifting the turf and adjusting the levels. Should shrinkage 

occur, fine topsoil will be brushed into the joints. 

Seeding 

5.5 Grass seed will be sown in accordance with BS 4428 (1989), and will be sown 

from April to May or from September to October, during calm weather and not 

when the ground is frost bound or waterlogged. Seed will be sown in two equal 

sowings in transverse directions at 4g/m2 for both EH1 and EM3 mixes, and at 

1.5g/m2 for EP1 mix.  After sowing the seed will be lightly raked to create 

intimate contact with the soil. 
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Grass/Wildflower Mix Cutting 

5.6 Grassland areas will be managed by low mechanical cutting.   

5.7 For wildflower mixes: If mechanical cutting is used, the sward shall be cut to a 

height of 150mm once per year, this cut being undertaken late in the season 

once flowering plants have seeded (typically August–September).  However, 

additional cuts may be required to prevent the height of the sward from 

obscuring the solar panels.  All arisings will be removed from site in order to 

maximise the establishment of wild flower species. 

EL1 Flowering Lawn Mixture 

First year management 

5.8 The wild flower and grass species in this mix are perennial and will be slow to 

germinate and grow and will not usually flower in their first growing season. 

There will often be a flush of annual weeds from the soil in the first growing 

season. This annual weed growth is easily controlled by repeated mowing. 

5.9 Mow newly sown flowering lawns regularly (every 7 -10 days during growing 

season) throughout the first year of establishment. Cut to a height of 40-60mm, 

removing cuttings if dense.  This will gradually develop a good sward structure, 

help maintain balance between faster growing grasses and slower developing wild 

flowers, and control annual weeds. 

5.10 Carefully dig out or spot treat any residual perennial weeds such as docks. 

Management once established  

5.11 Mow regularly as a lawn but not too short (25-40mm). 

5.12 To permit flowering, mowing can be relaxed from late June. Cut again when the 

sward gets untidy (after 4-8 weeks). Mowing may be suspended earlier in the 

year to allow cowslips to flower. Heavy quantities of cuttings should be collected 

and removed from site. 
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EH1 Hedgerow Mixture 

First year management 

5.13 Most sown meadow wild flower and grass species are perennial; they will be slow 

to germinate and grow and will not usually flower in their first growing season. 

There will often be a flush of annual weeds from the soil in the first growing 

season which may grow up and obscure the meadow seedlings beneath. This 

annual weed growth is easily controlled by topping or mowing. 

5.14 Mow newly sown meadows regularly throughout the first year of establishment to 

a height of 40-60mm, removing cuttings if dense.  This will control annual weeds 

and help maintain balance between faster growing grasses and slower developing 

wild flowers. 

5.15 Avoid cutting in the spring and early summer if the mixture has been sown with 

a nurse cover of cornfield annuals, or is autumn sown and contains Yellow Rattle. 

These sown annuals should be allowed to flower, then in mid-summer cut back 

and the cut vegetation removed.  

5.16 Dig out any residual perennial weeds such as docks. 

Management once established  

5.17 Hedgerows, woodland edges, rides, glades and other semi-shaded communities 

usually sit on the boundary between one habitat type (eg open grassland) and 

another (eg closed tree canopy). The management requirements of established 

hedgerow mixtures can be tailored to light levels and to fit in with adjacent 

vegetation types. 

5.18 Zoned management of hedgerow margins frequently produces the best diversity 

of habitat structure: areas closest to the hedge or woodland boundary and those 

which are more shaded are left uncut in most years. Areas that are further from 

the margin and more open can be managed as grassland habitat. For example, in 

a 6-metre sown margin the 2-3 metres against the boundary could be left uncut, 

the next 3-4 metres cut once or twice a year. 

5.19 Hedgerow vegetation that is not mown each year will become rough and 

"tussocky" in character. It can form useful refuge habitat on corners and margins 

of a site. To control scrub and bramble development these tussocky areas may 

need cutting every 2-3 years between October and February. For wildlife this 
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cutting is best done on a rotational basis so that no more than half the area is cut 

in any one year leaving part as an undisturbed refuge. 

EM3 Special general Purpose Meadow Mixture 

First year management 

5.20 Most sown meadow wild flower and grass species are perennial; they will be slow 

to germinate and grow and will not usually flower in their first growing season. 

There will often be a flush of annual weeds from the soil in the first growing 

season which may grow up and obscure the meadow seedlings beneath. This 

annual weed growth is easily controlled by topping or mowing. 

5.21 Mow newly sown meadows regularly throughout the first year of establishment to 

a height of 40-60mm, removing cuttings if dense.  This will control annual weeds 

and help maintain balance between faster growing grasses and slower developing 

wild flowers. 

5.22 Avoid cutting in the spring and early summer if the mixture has been sown with 

a nurse cover of cornfield annuals, or is autumn sown and contains Yellow Rattle. 

These sown annuals should be allowed to flower, then in mid-summer cut back 

and the cut vegetation removed. It is important to cut back cornfield annuals 

before they die back, set seed or collapse: this cut will reveal the developing 

meadow mixture and give it the space it needs to develop. 

5.23 Dig out any residual perennial weeds such as docks. 

Management once established  

5.24 In the second and subsequent years EM3 sowings can be managed in a number 

of ways which, in association with soil fertility, will determine the character of the 

grassland. The best results are usually obtained by traditional meadow 

management based around a main summer hay cut in combination with autumn 

and possibly spring mowing or grazing. 

5.25 Meadow grassland is not cut or grazed from spring through to late July/August to 

give the sown species an opportunity to flower.  After flowering in July or August 

take a 'hay cut': cut back with a scythe, petrol strimmer or tractor mower to 

c 50mm. Leave the 'hay' to dry and shed seed for 1-7 days then remove from 

site. 
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5.26 Mow or graze the re-growth through to late autumn/winter to c 50mm and again 

in spring if needed. 

EP1 Pond Edge Mixture 

First year management 

5.27 In the first year, annual weed growth may be cut back to encourage the 

development of a good perennial ground cover. Establishment on sites prone to 

flooding may be patchy and may take several years to fully colonise. 

Management once established  

5.28 The habitat value of pond edge sowings is enhanced if there are a variety of 

vegetation structures from dense tussock stands to bare and recently colonised 

mud. Management of these wetland areas should therefore aim to create 

variation with minimum disturbance to animal populations. 

5.29 Variation in structure can be achieved by cutting back and removing short 

sections of vegetation every 2-3 years in rotation. With ponds, remove vegetation 

as a wedge, like removing a slice of cake. Dense stands of single species (eg 

yellow iris) may benefit from selective thinning. Vegetation removal causes the 

least disruption to wildlife when carried out between September and November. 

Machines and heavy equipment should be used with care on wet sites to avoid 

damage to soil and vegetation. 

5.30 Wet grassland which only occasionally or seasonally floods can be managed as 

meadow or grassland.  

5.31 In marginal wetland zones the water levels in the soil are never more than 50cm 

below the surface, but only occasionally submerge the plants growing there. New 

ponds constructed with liners often have very narrow margins (less than 1 metre 

wide) unless wider, gently shelving edges are designed in from the outset. 
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