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1. Piled foundation

The conflict between the RPAs of the trees and the proposed structure could

be resolved by the use of a piled foundation. Whereas a strip foundation is certain

to sever the radial surface roots emanating from the trunk of the tree, piles inserted

vertically through the roots will only minimally damage a small proportion of such roots;

the structure being supported on beams on top of the piles. Mini-piles suitable for the

light duty required for a structure such as this garden office may be hand-installed and

are available from companies such as UK Helix.  Hand dug trenches to the affected corner

would be the most economical way to build the extension and protect the tree roots.

The use of a block and beam floor suspended over the ground will also negate the need

for a ground bearing slab.
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