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| Brief Historv
The Home Farm and Dairy at Swanbourne is listed Grade 1. It is on the site of the

old water mill and was erected by the 13" Duke of Norfolk who succeeded to the title

| and estates on the death of his father in 1842. He was interested in _agriculture,

voling against thé Repeal of the Com'Laws, acting as president of local agricultural
shows, breeding pedigree cattle, and bxﬁlding new bams, piggeries aﬁd cowhouse.s on
the Arunde] estate. Thé mode] dairy at S\\;anboume was the finest of these new farm
buildings and was planned under the duke’s immediate personal direction. ~The
architect was 'Roben Abraham, a pupil of John Nash, who acted as thg consultant
estate architect to the Dukes of N'orfolk‘ from circa: 1815 untl his deaﬂi; repairing the
Fitzalan Chapel, designing Sm;rey House, Littlehampton and the‘s;tables there, and the

Arundel Town Hall, as well as Swanbourne Dairy in 1844-5.

The dairy complex including cowsheds, cottage and little formal garden, as well as

the octagonal dairy itself, is the best-preserved expression of the duke’s agricultural

interests and redolent of the prosperity and ‘optin-lism of British farming in the early
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Victorian period. It provided milk, cream, cheese and butter for the castle, and was
also a show place to ;'isit both by the Norfolk family, and general tourists, being open
to the public in the ) 9‘" century on the same days .as the castle keep. and grounds. It
was visited when brand néw by Queen Victoria and Prince Albert (who were building
a similar farm and dairy complex at Frogmore in Windsor Home Park at the same
time) when they stayed at Arunde] Castle in December 1846. The Queen left a
deécﬁptidn in her diary: ‘We Junched with all the company, and' afterwards took a

nice jong walk with them all to a charming Dairy, with a cow house near it, as well as -
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a garden, with a pretty little cottage for the Duchess's use, ail so nicely and cleanly

kept.’

A description of the new building was also published in the /llusirated London News

at that time:

. ) . - THE TAIRY, o -

Ot &n 61 of the Arnp, just under {he Castle, was 8 shott time since to be seen
sungly needing vuder a high chalky scarp, slmost concealed by luxuriant trees
:| and crowned Ly the ity-covercd keep, 4 picturesgoe water-wiil, erected on the
site of an ancient feudal 1aill, psrticnlarly described tn ™ Domesday,” and every
subieqilent record of the beronia! ppencages : and forming, with it tail roofs.
huge wheel, and projecting gables, o bit that was seldom mer with by axy lover of

'.h:.pic‘.::re:qm{. . R . : ERE




11 Architectural Description .

As designed by Robert Abraham, the complex comprises three -buildings with the
Dairy House in the centre, the u-shaped cow shéds and cowyard to the west and the
octagona;l Dairy building to the east, overlooking a fo‘rmal garden. All were
constructed of Sussex flint with stone dressings, and Welsh slate roofs with lead
flashings and hips. The House and Dairy, in particular, were given an omamental
with Ja.cobean’ detail including muilion windows, barge boards and shafted
chimneystacks. Abrﬁham’s origfnal plans, and some detail drawings survive in the .
Arundel Castle Archives dated 1844/5.

The layout and planning is of the standard type for such buildings as published in
comempdrary farm and cottage pattern books,.and as promulg.a—led by the Board of :
Agriculture (originally sgt up by William Pitt during the Revolutionary and
Napoleonic Wars to ensure that England could remain self-sufficient in food
producﬁon). The forr_n of the Dairy, for instance, includes all the standard
features of such a building,. intended to promote hygiene and coolness. The
interior is fully lined with Minton tiles (displéying a border decorated with a
Maitravers fret) and has a marble shelf all round for the crcar’n vases and milk
dishes. 1n the centre is a fountain, to cool the atmosphere. The exterior has
wide over-hanging eaves 10 shade the windows frorﬁ the ‘sun, and a crowning
c;upola with weather vane. |

Within living memory local children could come to the Dairy fOr a glass of milk
for a penny, but in 1939 with the advent of the Second ‘\"\’oﬂd War the Dairy was
c]oséd, but the building survives intact and is to be preserved in its entirety as part

of the current restoration scheme.
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The Dairy Cc_;nage originally included accommodation for the dairy maid as wel! as a
‘visitors’ room’ — a sitting room where visitors could be served a ‘cream tea’ —and a
slop or boiling room with a boiler where the dairy uteﬂsi]s were scalded, sterilised,
and cleaned. The accommodation for the dairy maid comprised a living room and
kitchen on the ground floor and two bedrooms above, there were also two store rooms
(one for cheeses). This cottage was altered in the 1970s when it was converted 1o a
house for the warden o:f the Wildfowl Trust, but the plan-form and most of the
onginal detail survives. ..

The u-shaped cattle sheds were designed for the pedigree dairy herd, and had an open

timbered roof, and stalls where the cows were milked. Since the 1970s the); have .

~ been used as stores By the Wildfowl Trust.
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111 Current Proposals

It is proposed to re‘slore the building; and layout including the little formal garden in
front of the Dairy House, 1o their oniginal character, on the basis of Aﬁraham’s
survi\“ing designs and photographic recor.ds, and other material in the Castle archives.
The Dairy itself is to be retained intact with its original tile_d and marbie inténor. The
Dairy House, which was altered in the 1970s, is to be upgraded 10 modern standards
with new kitchen and bathrooms. The original plan-form, and features such ~as the
staircase will be retained and restored, in compliance with guidance in PPG 15.. The
roof will be re-slated and the chimneystacks repaired. All repairs will be done on a

like-for-like basis to match the existing in materials and detail.




